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City Council Agenda Regular Meeting March 16, 2020

WELCOME TO THE CITY OF HYATTSVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING! 

Your participation at this public meeting is valued and appreciated.

AGENDA/PACKET: The Agenda/Packet is available for review at the Hyattsville Municipal Building and 

online at www.hyattsville.org prior to the scheduled meeting (generally available no later than the 

Friday prior to the scheduled Monday meeting).  Please note, times given for agenda items are 

estimates only.  Matters other than those indicated on the agenda may also be considered at Council 

discretion. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT: In compliance with the ADA, if you need special assistance to 

participate in this meeting or other services in conjunction with this meeting, please contact the City 

Clerk’s Office at (301) 985-5009.  Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to 

make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  

AUDIBLE DEVICES:  Please ensure all audible devices are turned off or otherwise not audible when the 

City Council is in session.  Thank you.

PUBLIC INPUT:  If you wish to address the Council during the Public Comment period, please submit an 

Audience Participation Form to the City Clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting.  Matters identified 

during Public Comment that are not on that meeting’s agenda will be referred to staff for follow-up or 

considered on a future agenda.  Issues that require a response will be addressed publically at the next 

regular Council meeting.  Speakers are requested to keep their comments to no more than two (2) 

minutes per speaker.  Written comments or supporting documents may be turned in to the City Clerk 

for distribution to the Mayor and Council. 

WAYS TO WATCH THE MEETING LIVE:  City Council meetings are broadcast live on cable television 

channel 71 (Comcast) and channel 12 (Verizon).  You may also view meetings live online at 

hyattsville-md.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?camera_id=2

REPLAY SCHEDULE:  The meetings will be re-broadcast on cable television, channel 71 (Comcast) and 

channel 12(Verizon) daily at 7:00 a.m., 1 p.m., and 8 p.m.  Meetings are also able for replay online at 

www.hyattsville.org/meetings.

CITY INFORMATION: Sign up to receive text and email notifications about Hyattsville events, 

government, police and programs at www.hyattsville.org/list.aspx

INCLEMENT WEATHER: In the event of inclement weather, please call 301-985-5000 to confirm the 

status of the Council meeting.
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1. Call to Order and Council Roll Call

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Approval of the Minutes

4.a Approval of the Minutes HCC-250-FY20

Approval of the Minutes

I move that the Mayor and Council approve the minutes of the City Council Meeting of 

February 18 and March 2, 2020.

Sponsors: Douglas

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Minutes_Feb 18 2020 FINAL

Minutes_Mar 2_FINAL

5. Motion to Close (7:10 p.m. - 8:10 p.m.)

5.a Motion to Close (60 minutes) HCC-248-FY20

Motion to Close (60 minutes)

I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of March 16, 2020 to consult 

with staff to discuss confidential commercial or financial information related to a proposed 

development in the City. 

This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State 

Government General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific 

constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures 

about a particular proceeding or matter - specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General 

Provisions Article (protecting from disclosure confidential commercial information).

The reason for closing the meeting under this exception is to protect the City’s bargaining 

position and to maintain legally required confidentiality in regard to commercial and/or 

financial information. 

Sponsors: Douglas

Department: City Clerk

6. Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Complete Speaker Card, Limit 2 

minutes per speaker
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7. City Administrator Update (8:20 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)

8. Presentations (8:30 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.)

8.a Hyattsville Complete Count Committee Update HCC-265-FY20

Hyattsville Complete Count Committee Update

Presentation only

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: City Council Presentation March 16_CCC

8.b Treasurer’s Update HCC-266-FY20

Treasurer’s Update

Presentation Only

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Finance

9. Proclamations

9.a Proclamation Celebrating March 19, 2020 as Women in Public 

Office Day in the City of Hyattsville

HCC-249-FY20

Proclamation Celebrating March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day in the City of 

Hyattsville

I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day in 

the City of Hyattsville

Sponsors: Douglas

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Women in Public Office Day_2020

10 Appointments

10.a Appointments to the Education Advisory Committee HCC-267-FY20

Appointments to the Education Advisory Committee

I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Michelle Thornton (Ward 1) and Candida Garcia 

(Ward 5) to the Education Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on March 16, 
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2022. 

Sponsors: Haba, Schaible and Ward

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: EAC_Thornton_W1_Redacted

EAC_Garcia_W5_Redacted

10.b Appointment to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory 

Committee

HCC-270-FY20

Appointment to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee

I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Micah Morgan (Ward 5) to the Health, Wellness, 

and Recreation Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on March 16, 2022. 

Sponsors: Schaible and Simasek

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: HWRAC_Morgan_W5_Redacted

11. Consent Items (8:50 p.m. - 8:55 p.m.)

Items listed on the Consent Agenda are considered routine in nature, and are approved in 

one motion. There will be no separate discussion of these items unless the Mayor/Council 

request specific items be removed from the Consent agenda for separate action.

11.a Resolution 2020-04:  State of Maryland Enterprise Zone Program 

Re-Designation

HCC-255-FY20

Resolution 2020-04:  State of Maryland Enterprise Zone Program Re-Designation

I move that the Mayor and Council introduce and adopt Resolution 2020-04, a resolution of 

the Mayor and City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, supporting the re-designating 

of the State of Maryland Enterprise Zone program which provides County and municipal real 

property, and County and municipal business personal property tax credits that could be 

instrumental in attracting new business investment to communities that have been targeted 

for revitalization (INTRODUCTION & ADOPTION).

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Community & Economic Development
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Attachments: EZ Municipal Ltr Hyattsville

Resolution 2020-04 Re-Designate PG County's Enterprise 

Zone Program

Enterprize Zone Brochure

Enterprise Zones - Municipality Map Series 14

11.b 2020 Anniversary Carnival Contract: Snyder Amusements HCC-256-FY20

2020 Anniversary Carnival Contract: Snyder Amusements

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to negotiate a contract 

with Snyder Amusements to provide carnival services for the 2020 City Anniversary Carnival, 

upon the review and approval of the City Attorney for legal sufficiency.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Hyattsville 2020_Carnival

11.c Cancel Budget Work Session of March 25, 2020 HCC-273-FY20

Cancel Budget Work Session of March 25, 2020

I move that the Mayor and Council cancel the Council Budget Work Session scheduled for 

Wednesday, March 25, 2020. 

Sponsors: Douglas

Department: City Clerk

12. Action Items (8:55 p.m. - 9:15 p.m.)

12.a Zoning Variance Request V-2-20 - 3900 Jefferson Street, 

Hyattsville

HCC-253-FY20

Zoning Variance Request V-2-20 - 3900 Jefferson Street, Hyattsville

I move that the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Prince 

George's County Board of Zoning Appeals stating the City of Hyattsville's support for Variance 

Request V-2-20, a request of 11 feet front building line width, 3 feet front street line width, 5 

feet front yard depth, and 7% net lot coverage for subject property located at 3900 Jefferson 

Street, Hyattsville.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Community & Economic Development
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Attachments: Memo - V-2-20

Hughes Variance Application

Stone 6Fifty

SOJ Jefferson Street

Varience Letter Jefferson

12.b Backyard Chicken Act HCC-252-FY20

Backyard Chicken Act 

I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending 

Chapter 52 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code to amend section §52-10 by striking the 

inclusion of “domestic fowl” and “poultry and game birds” from the list of prohibited 

animals. Roosters will remain on the list of prohibited animals in the Code.

Sponsors: Schaible

Department: City Clerk

13. Council Dialogue (9:15 p.m. - 9:25 p.m.)

14. Community Notices and Meetings

14.a Main City Calendar: March 17 - April 6, 2020 HCC-274-FY20

Main City Calendar: March 17 - April 6, 2020

Sponsors: City Administrator

Attachments: Main City Calendar_Mar 17-Apr 6

15. Motion to Adjourn
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-250-FY20 3/16/2020 4.a

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Approval of the Minutes

Item Title:
Approval of the Minutes

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the minutes of the City Council Meeting of February 18 and March 2, 2020.

Summary Background:
Action summaries for Council Meetings are posted to the City website within 48 hours of the meeting. Staff is in the
process of reviewing records to ensure all previous meeting minutes have been approved by Council. Please see
attached minutes.

Next Steps:
Upon approval, approved minutes will be posted on the City's website.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
Minutes are posted on the City’s website.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™
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 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 FEBRUARY 18, 2020 – 8:00 p.m. 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
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Present: Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 

Kevin Ward, W1 (Council President) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Danny Schaible, W2 
Ben Simasek, W3 
Edouard Haba, W4 (departed at 11:29 p.m.) 
Daniel Peabody, W4 
Joseph A. Solomon, W5 (departed at 11:29 p.m.) 
Erica Spell Wolf, W5 
 

Absent: 
 

Carrianna Suiter, W3 (Council Vice President) 
 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
 Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator 
 Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator  
 Ron Brooks, City Treasurer 
 Lesley Riddle, Director of Public Works  
 Laura Reams, City Clerk 
 Sean Corcoran, Deputy City Clerk 
 Deputy Chief Scott Dunklee, City of Hyattsville Police Department 
  
1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call  
 
 Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 8:05 p.m.  
 
2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
3) Approval of Agenda  
 
 Amendments to the Agenda 
 
 1. ADD Motion #HCC-229-FY20 to the CONSENT agenda: 
 
 Letter of Support: SB0737/HB1520 Sustainable Maryland Program Fund - Establishment 
  
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the City's Maryland 
 Delegation, the Maryland Senate Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee 
 and the Maryland House Appropriations Committee in support of bills SB0737/HB1520 to 
 establish the Sustainable Maryland Program Fund. The Fund may be used for educating 
 communities in the development of strategies to achieve green community certification; 
 requiring, beginning with fiscal year 2022, for the Governor to include in the annual budget 
 bill an appropriation of $750,000 to the Fund. 
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 ___________________________________________________________ 
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 2. REMOVE Motion #HCC-210-FY20 (Item 10.a) “Magruder Pointe PPS-4-18001 
 Correspondence to M-NCPPC Legal Counsel” from the Agenda. 
 
 3. ADD Motion # HCC-225-FY20 Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of 
 Subdivision 4-18001 to the DISCUSSION agenda. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
4) Approval of the Minutes  
 
 4.a) Approval of the Minutes 
 HCC-221-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Approval of the Minutes 
  Minutes_Feb 3 2020 FINAL.pdf 
  Minutes_March 4 2019 CM_FINAL.docx 
  Minutes_March 18 2019 PH_FINAL.docx 
  Minutes_March 18 2019 CM_FINAL.docx 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council approve the Council Meeting Minutes of March 4 and March 
 18, 2019, the Public Hearing of March 18, 2019, and the Council Meeting of February 3, 2020. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
5) Public Comment (8:10 p.m. – 8:20 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 Ward 5 resident, Kurt Brintzenhofe, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition of the 
 Backyard Chickens Act and provided documentation that cited potential concerns of 
 domesticated chickens within urban areas. Mr. Brintzenhofe stated that he was providing the 
 studies and reports to Council so that they could make their own determinations from the data 
 and commended Ward 4 Councilmember Edouard Haba on his preference of working with the 
 County on the issue. He suggested requiring a special license or permit for ownership and 
 encouraged all to review the information provided.  
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 Ward 2 resident, Daniel Broder, addressed the Mayor and Council with remarks regarding 
 Magruder Pointe stating that he opposed moving forward on the conceptual site plan (CSP) for 
 the upper lot and sending correspondence related to the project until litigation had completed. 
 Mr. Broder stated that there were more allies and benefits for developers and equivalent 
 attention and involvement was given to residents and the environment and urged Council to 
 continue to work for the community.  
 
 Ward 1 resident, Greg Smith, addressed the Mayor and Council in opposition to the Magruder 
 Pointe project stating that the project had been a subject of discussion for over two (2) years and 
 that items that Werrlein promised to address had still not been addressed. Mr. Smith recalled 
 several meetings that took place during planning and cited details in the plan and that were not 
 consistent with City regulations. He opined that the developers had no intention of addressing 
 any of the concerns they agreed to review. 
 
 Ward 1 resident, Sandra Rodriguez, addressed the Mayor and Council with comments regarding 
 Sacred Heart home redevelopment stating that communication from the developers to residents 
 had been extremely limited leaving residents unaware of any details regarding the project or its 
 timeline. Ms. Rodriquez spoke specifically about utility infrastructure and how it would impact 
 her property and identified potential code violations. 
 
6) City Administrator Update (8:20 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.) 
 
 City Administrator Tracey Douglas addressed the Mayor and Council with an update of 
 happenings in the City. Ms. Douglas noted the continued work of the Department of Public 
 Works in maintaining the streets keeping them clear of leaves and debris and announced that 
 April 4th would be Census Day which would entail events throughout the day designed to bring 
 attention and participation to the 2020 Census and reach hard to count areas. She invited 
 residents and staff to join the Mayor and Council at the Black History Month panel discussion 
 and art event that would highlight the achievements and impact of African Americans. City 
 Administrator Douglas noted areas of needed improvement on City roadways and explained 
 while it was the responsibility of the County and State, the City would be recording the incidents 
 and transferring them to the appropriate body.  
 
7) Presentations (8:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.) 
 
 7.a) Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050 (15 minutes) 
 HCC-222-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050 (15 minutes)  
  Memo - DSP-19050 - Dewey Parcel 5 - Presentation and Discussion.docx 
  Presentation_DSP_19050.pdf 
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 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler provided an introduction and brief history of the 
 Dewey Property project stating that the item would be revisited at the following Council 
 meeting and introduced Thomas Haller; counsel for the developers of the project: Fairfield 
 Residential. Mr. Haller addressed the Mayor and Council by introducing members of his team 
 and providing an overview and update of the project. He gave a short history of Fairfield 
 Residential and detailed the changes in the project since the last presentation including 
 adjustments to the roadways and sidewalks, installation of traffic signals and signage, cyclist and 
 pedestrian considerations, and how the plan complies with the Transit District Development 
 Plan (TDDP). He elaborated on other components of the project stating that upon completion 
 there would be more parking available, street access points, and a courtyard on the interior of 
 the structures.  
 
 Fairfield Residential representative, Brian Condley, addressed the Mayor and Council presenting 
 details regarding the proposed facades of the structures, the locations of retail and corporate 
 offices, and the incorporation and regulations of the loading zones of the buildings. Mr. Condley 
 stated that the team addressed most of the concerns that were identified and was confident that 
 they would resolve any other issues brought forward.  
 
 Thomas Haller recalled the issue of power transformers and explained that they attempted to 
 address the recommendations of Council to limit their visibility by housing the transformers just 
 outside the building shielded by metal screening. Mr. Haller stated that it was not feasible to 
 bury the transformers and that the alternative was to design an aesthetically pleasing metal 
 fencing around the units.  
 
 Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek inquired as to whether there were any considerations for 
 improvements for cyclists on any of the adjacent or through streets to which Mr. Haller 
 responded that the conceptual site plan does not include any adjustments and that the roads 
 were under State jurisdiction and he was not aware of any from another entity. 
 
 Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence requested details as to the dimensions of a side of the 
 building and where crosswalks would be instituted to which Mr. Haller provided the specifics of 
 the dimensions and stated that it was not included in the plan but confirmed that they would be 
 required for safety before completion. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth raised a series of questions regarding the types of dwellings to be included, 
 potential noise pollution in the courtyard area of the buildings, accessibility and American 
 Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance, and how the determination of types of dwellings was made. 
 She expressed her contentment for certain amenities including outdoor stoops on the first level 
 of the structure. Mr. Condley responded that there would be 321 units consisting of 30 two-
 bedroom apartments, nine (9) three-bedroom apartments, 47 studio apartments, and 162 one-
 bedroom apartments determined by the site lying in an urban area and reflective of the 
 demographic of the region. He stated that the materials used for the interior courtyard are the 
 same materials used for the exterior to quell the sound of vehicles, construction, and the like and 
 that they were required by law to make aspects of the construction ADA compliant, but noted 
 that the company made every effort to allow individuals of varying capability restrictions.  
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 7.b) Sacred Heart Home Redevelopment Project Update (15 minutes) 
 HCC-198-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

  Cover Page: Sacred Heart Home Redevelopment Project Update (15 minutes) 
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler provided background and summary regarding the 
 Sacred Heart Home Redevelopment Project and introduced Larry Taub, attorney for Sacred 
 Heart. Mr. Taub introduced himself, provided a short synopsis of the work of his firm and their 
 partnership and history with Sacred Heart, and introduced the administrator for the property 
 and Joe Welke, construction manager for the project. Mr. Taub stated that a grading permit had 
 been issued the previous November, but they were still awaiting a building contract which was 
 proving to be a lengthy process.  
 
 Mr. Welke addressed the Mayor and Council stating that they expected to be approved for the 
 issuance of a building permit in the following few days and upon receipt they will begin 
 construction on the convent; once completed they will begin construction on a nursing home, 
 both of which were scheduled to be completed by the Spring of 2021. He addressed resident 
 comments citing the flooding of sediment into the street as a result of heavy rains and explained 
 that all of the required regulations for the mitigation of stormwater were in place and, in this case, 
 the regulations were unable to accommodate the volume of stormwater produced. Mr. Welke 
 assured the Body that the contractor of the project was diligent in addressing the necessary 
 rehabilitation after the overwhelming influx of sediment runoff.  
 
 Mr. Taub announced the ceremonial groundbreaking of the project and invited the Mayor and 
 Council to attend requesting their assistance in reaching out to community residents.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth raised the issue of communications expressing concern that residents 
 were not regularly, adequately apprised of instances that could potentially impact nearby 
 properties to which Mr. Taub replied that they attempted to establish lines of communications 
 but were unable to reach a satisfactory population. He acknowledged that, previously, a number 
 was provided to offer an outlet where residents could share comments and questions and 
 committed to working with staff to establish a more effective means of communication.  
 
 Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin relayed that there were concerns from many about the 
 project and stated that a visual aid should have been prepared to aid the description of the 
 subject area and its characteristics. He referenced large mounds of earth on the site and 
 inquired to their purpose to which Mr. Welke answered that a portion was due to the mass 
 grading on the site and a significant portion would be used to backfill retaining walls. He added 
 that the mounds were temporary and would not be evident early into the construction of the 
 convent.  
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 Ward 2 Councilmember Danny Schiable cited the concerns of which he had been made aware 
 from long-time residents and expressed the importance of being sympathetic to their interests 
 and to providing them information as it became available. He adduced the sediment runoff as 
 an example of an instance in which it was imperative to provide information to the community 
 and offered to be the point of contact for outreach and updates provided to adjacent and 
 nearby occupants.  
 
8) Appointments (9:00 p.m. - 9:05 p.m.)  

 8.a) Appointment to the Hyattsville Environment Committee 
 HCC-219-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Simasek 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Schaible 
  Cover Page: Appointment to the Hyattsville Environment Committee 
  HEC Application_Messinger_W1_redacted.pdf 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Jared Messinger (Ward 1) to the Hyattsville 
 Environment Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on February 18, 2022. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
9) Consent Items (9:00 pm. - 9:05 p.m.) 
 
 9.a) Letter of Support: SB0737/HB1520 Sustainable Maryland Program Fund - Establishment  
 HCC-229-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the City's Maryland 
 Delegation, the Maryland Senate Education, Health and Environmental Affairs Committee 
 and the Maryland House Appropriations Committee in support of bills SB0737/HB1520 to 
 establish the Sustainable Maryland Program Fund. The Fund may be used for educating 
 communities in the development of strategies to achieve green community certification; 
 requiring, beginning with fiscal year 2022, for the Governor to include in the annual budget 
 bill an appropriation of $750,000 to the Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14

https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/hyattsville-md/a1818927f941448246e5bddf5cb8cb9c0.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/532123/HEC_Application_Messinger_W1_redacted.pdf


 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 FEBRUARY 18, 2020 – 8:00 p.m. 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 7 of 19 

 9.b) Allocate Ward 3 Funds in Support of Kirwan Commission Community Engagement 
 Meeting 
 HCC-207-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Suiter 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Simasek 

Cover Page: Allocate Ward 3 Funds in Support of Kirwan Commission Community 
  Engagement Meeting 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of $200 in Ward 3 funds in support 
 of a community meeting to update the community on the status of the recommendations of the 
 Kirwan Commission, and next steps. The funds may be used to cover costs associated with 
 providing childcare, refreshments, and printing materials. 
 
 9.c) Adirondack Tree Experts - Contract Amendment  
 HCC-208-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

  Cover Page: Adirondack Tree Experts - Contract Amendment 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to approve an increase 
 in an amount not to exceed $25,000 to the current contract with Adirondack Tree Expert 
 for tree work in the City. 
 
 9.d) Zoning Variance Request (V-170-19): 5225 42nd Place, Hyattsville  
 HCC-211-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Zoning Variance Request (V-170-19): 5225 42nd Place, Hyattsville 
  Memo - V-170-19.docx 
  Application V-170-19.pdf 
  Site Plan V-170-19.pdf 
 
 I move that the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Prince George's 
 County Board of Zoning Appeals stating the City's support for variance request V-170-19, requests 
 of 567 square feet net lot area, 3.34 feet front building line width, 12 feet front yard depth, and 
 10% net lot coverage, to permit a validation of existing conditions and allow the applicant obtain 
 a building permit for the proposed construction of a driveway at the subject property at 5225 
 42nd Place, Hyattsville. 
 
 9.e) FY20 Budget Appropriation: MNCPPC Grant for Recreation Activities  
 HCC-220-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

  Cover Page: FY20 Budget Appropriation: MNCPPC Grant for Recreation Activities 
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 I move that the Mayor & Council amend the FY20 Special Revenues Funds Budget to accept and 
 appropriate the grant award in the amount of $19,000 from the Maryland National Capital Park 
 and Planning Commission and authorize the City Administrator to sign the contract, upon the 
 review and approval by the City Attorney for legal sufficiency. 
 
 9.f) FY20 Grant Award & Budget Amendment: Accept 2020 Census Grant Award and Amend the 
 FY20 Special Revenues Funds Budget  
 HCC-213-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: FY20 Grant Award & Budget Amendment: Accept 2020 Census Grant 
  Award and Amend the FY20 Special Revenues Funds Budget 
  2020 CENSUS GRANT PROGRAM AGREEMENT (1).pdf 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council accept the 2020 Census Grant award and amend the FY20 
 Special Revenues Funds Budget to appropriate an amount not to exceed $19,000 to support 
 the City of Hyattsville's efforts in facilitating the accurate counting of the population and 
 the collection of basic demographic and housing information and to fund the activities 
 exclusively for outreach efforts that focus on promoting and facilitating responses to the 2020 
 Census as required in Exhibit A of the grant agreement. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
10) Action Items (9:05 p.m. – 10:30 p.m.) 
 
 10.a) Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4-18001: Communication 
 to the Chairman and Counsel (45 minutes)  
 HCC-227-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4-
18001: 

  Communication to the Chairman and Counsel (45 minutes) 
 
 I move the Mayor and Council authorize the City Attorney to send correspondence to Maryland-
 National Capital Park & Planning Chairman Elizabeth Hewlett and legal counsel advising that the 
 Conceptual Site Plan for the Magruder Pointe project includes the subject parcel within 
 application PPS 4-18001 and that the entirety of the CSP is the subject of a petition for judicial 
 review and requesting the public hearing be postponed until judicial review has concluded. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [9 - 1] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon 
NAYS Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
 10.b) 5600 Ager Road: Amendment to the West Hyattsville TDDP Table of Uses: CSP-19009-001 
 and DSP-19053-001 (15 minutes)  
 HCC-212-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: 5600 Ager Road: Amendment to the West Hyattsville TDDP Table of 
Uses:CSP-19009-001 and DSP-19053-001 (15 minutes) 

  Memo - DSP-19053 - 5600 Ager Road.docx 

  A-SOJ-CSP-19009.pdf 

  CSP-19009-001.pdf 

  DSP-19053-001.pdf 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Maryland-
 National Capital Park & Planning Commission regarding CSP-19009-001 and DSP-19053-001, a 
 request to amend the West Hyattsville TDDP Table of Uses: CSP-19009-001 and DSP-19053-001. 
 The correspondence shall state the City's concerns regarding the long-term use and its alignment 
 with the City's Sustainability Plan, transit-oriented development and West Hyattsville Transit 
 District Development Plan. The correspondence shall also request that the Planning Board limit 
 the permitted uses of the site to the following: 
 1. Eating or drinking establishment without drive-thru uses; 
 2. Food or beverage goods preparation on the premises of a food and beverage store; 
 3. Barber/hair salon and beauty shop; 
 4. Hardware store, clothing, dry goods; 
 5. Offices; 
 6. Pet grooming shop; 
 A use of 'Repair shop' shall be limited to small electronics and/or appliances and a use of 
 banks savings and loan association or other savings and lending institutions and shall be 
 limited to approval through a 'Special Permit'. 
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced the measure and provided background 
 stating that the property had been vacant for some time and the applicant wanted to amend the 
 table of uses to permit a wider array of commercial uses proposing minor changes to the site 
 including updated signage, lighting, and pavement treatment intended as an interim use until the 
 West Hyattsville Transit District was redeveloped. Mr. Chandler noted that until the uses for the 
 property are officially authorized it is difficult to obtain tenants for the building which prompted 
 the variety of uses specified in the motion. He elaborated on the details regarding right-by-use 
 and circumstances that would require a special permit and explained that Council had the option 
 to table the motion and address it at the following Council meeting should they so choose.  
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 Councilmember Haba and Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell Wolf expressed their support of 
 the motion and the uses proposed.  
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon inquired as to whether the TDDP was undergoing a 
 revision to which Mr. Chandler stated that he believed that was the case, but they had not 
 received any notification and updates were expected in late spring or early summer.  
  
 Mayor Hollingsworth raised questions regarding item “5” and expressed concerns about 
 definitions of terms in the language to which Mr. Chandler confirmed that a requirement could 
 be invoked that businesses categorized as “lending institutions” would have to apply for a 
 special permit that would spur a more public process that could be closely scrutinized to prevent 
 the approval of unwanted businesses at the site.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon expressed concerns with the lack of specificity of “offices” and stated 
 that vendors could simply change their terminology to project that an undesirable business was 
 classified as an “office” thereby making it permissible to which Mr. Chandler clarified that there 
 was discerning language in place that would prevent that type of instance and reiterated requiring 
 a special permit as due diligence to prevent any unforeseen obstacles.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that item “5” should be struck from the motion and included in the 
 final sentence to reflect that “…a use of banks savings and loan association or other savings and 
 lending institutions shall be limited to approval through…a 'Special Permit'”. 
 
 Councilmember Lawrence sought clarity regarding the reason for the inclusion of “repair shops” 
 to which Mr. Chandler explained that the repair shop requested by the applicant was not specific 
 and staff wanted to request that it was only pertinent to items that could be carried by 
 pedestrians and of a certain scale to remain within the scope of the vision for the developing area. 
 He added that the City’s suggestion was appropriate and that it was exercised to secure site 
 control and monetize the investment.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon asked whether a bike shop would be permitted to which Mr. Chandler 
 clarified that it would likely be classified as retail which was not requested by the applicant and 
 cautioned that using a category of “retail” would be too broad.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth moved to amend the motion in accordance with her comments which was 
 seconded by Councilmember Spell Wolf and passed unanimously.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 
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 10.c) Letter to Board of License Commissions: Transfer of Class B+ License from Lee's Liquors 
 and Restaurant to Hyattsville Fine Wine & Spirits (15 minutes)  
 HCC-224-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Solomon, Spell 

Cover Page: Letter to Board of License Commissions: Transfer of Class B+ License 
from Lee's Liquors and Restaurant to Hyattsville Fine Wine & Spirits (15 minutes) 

  Letter from BLC re Liquor Hut.pdf 
  Liquor Hut Application - date stamped.pdf 
  Report Hamilton Street Area 162020 Mayor and Council (1).pdf 
  Hyattsville Fine Wine & Spirits_response letter.PDF 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the Prince George's County 
 Board of License Commissioners acknowledging the applicant's revisions to its Application 
 for Transfer of Location of Class B+, BWL License and Special Sunday Off-Sale Permit for Lee's 
 Liquors and Restaurant, 2903 Hamilton Street, Hyattsville Restaurant LLC to Liquor Hut, 5350 
 Queens Chapel Road, Hyattsville. 
 
 The letter shall state the City remains concerned that the applicant has not made adequate 
 progress regarding public safety, specifically violations of Maryland Law, such as public 
 intoxication, assaults in the first and second degree and disorderly conduct, in-part due to 
 the applicant's lack of proactive management and inability to responsibly manage point of 
 sale. 
 
 The letter shall state the City of Hyattsville’s reaffirmation of the request to deny the 
 transfer location of Class B+, BWL License and Special Sunday Off-Sale Permit for Lee’s  Liquors 
 and Restaurant and attach supporting documentation for justification.  
 
 Ward 4 Councilmember Daniel Peabody sought clarification regarding the proposed opening 
 hours of the store stating that there was a nearby business with the same type of inventory in 
 which the same time parameters were not applied to which Assistant City Administrator Jim 
 Chandler explained that the business referenced by the Councilmember was a continuing 
 unchanging business whereas the proprietors of Lee’s Liquor were pursuing a new license, 
 location, ownership, and business structure changing what was being requested by the City.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth requested that the representatives from the establishment move to the 
 presentation podium to address Council comments and questions.  
 
 General Manager of Lee’s Liquor, Nathaniel Hicks, stated that they did not adhere to the proposed 
 time change due to the demands of the market.  
 
 Councilmember Haba recalled that the revised letter included commercial fencing to which Mr. 
 Hicks explained that the fencing would be used to help show and accentuate the property lines 
 and to help contain the elements of the business. Mr. Hicks welcomed the comments and 
 suggestions of Council and City staff regarding the specifics of the proposed fence.  
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 Councilmember Croslin expressed support for changing the name of the establishment and asked 
 whether the quality of inventory would improve to better reflect “fine wine and spirits” to which 
 Mr. Hicks responded that the inventory would feature more specialized items and stated that 
 Lee’s staff was willing to work with local police to minimize loitering and public intoxication.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth clarified that the name “Hyattsville Fine Wine and Spirits” was not 
 suggested by the Mayor’s office, rather, she previously expressed that the original proposed name 
 did not “convey a luxury retail experience” and the name was proposed by Lee’s ownership in 
 response.  
 
 Councilmember Peabody relayed that a quick search indicated that similar establishments in the 
 area opened between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. and sought clarity regarding staff’s rationale for 
 a later opening hour. City Administrator Douglas referred the inquiry to Deputy Chief of Police 
 Scott Dunklee who provided details of previous analyses performed regarding crime in association 
 with the. store but stated that the time of day was not a factor considered or recorded in any of 
 the observations.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon reiterated the purpose for the motion and stressed that the time 
 change was part of a bigger effort to clean up the area and rid it of as many instances of 
 unfavorable activities and businesses as possible. He stated that he did not agree with allowing a 
 place that caters to loitering and public intoxication to continue to operate in the same fashion 
 without impressing new regulations as they sought a new business model and location. 
 
 Councilmember Peabody stated that the responsibility of the behavior of the clientele did not 
 rest solely on the owners of the business and while changing the type of business is important, it 
 would take more than changing the hours of business to make a significant improvement.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth noted that the previous correspondence directed Council to disapprove 
 the application. She reiterated the City’s position further detailed the original correspondence 
 and explained that the establishment’s representatives had not made changes in compliance 
 with the requests of the City.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon posed a response to Councilmember Peabody expressing that the 
 clientele contributed to additional problems outside of public intoxication and loitering such as 
 increased litter and vagrancy.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek sought clarity regarding the motion stating that there were other 
 liquor stores in the area that opened as early as 8:00 a.m. and asked whether the compliance of 
 all issues stated in the motion was required for approval by Council to which Mayor Hollingsworth 
 reiterated the purpose of the motion. 
 
 Councilmember Haba recalled that in previous conversations the requirements were not clear 
 and asked for Council to clarify whether the language was intended to deny the application or if 
 it was requesting further changes. He expressed that the language should be discernable and 
 declared that to be the reason for abstention from previous votes on the matter. 
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 Mayor Hollingsworth read a portion of the previous letter sent by Council to the Liquor Board 
 and explained the original intention and how it was applicable to the language provided for that 
 day’s Council meeting.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek stated contentment with the language that was provided in the motion 
 and his potential support, but expressed confusion explaining that some of the requests could not 
 be fulfilled until after the approval of the correspondence and there is an opportunity to fulfill 
 them.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed that the application was wholly inadequate and made a 
 number of promises that, if gone unfulfilled, invoked no real consequence to the applicant to 
 which Mr. Chandler responded that several conversations were held with the applicant requesting 
 the details of a plan of operation and efforts to mitigate issues deemed problematic by Council, 
 but the response from the applicant was vague. He stated that the hours of operation were 
 important to the Board because it was under their purview and allowed them some control over 
 how the business was operated.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that she was receptive to the varying perspective and reminded 
 colleagues that the proposal was for a new business in a new location and it should be treated in 
 the same manner and held to the same standards of any new business in the City.  
 
 Councilmember Peabody thanked the Mayor for her comments and expressed his inclination to 
 oppose two liquor stores in such close proximity and would support a letter expressing the 
 concerns of Council, but also stated that there was value in being in business with an entity that 
 was willing to address the concerns and make augmentations in line with the position of the City.  
 
 Councilmember Haba noted that the business resided in Ward 5 and the item was of interest to 
 him, but stated that he did not feel as though he had enough clarity to formulate an adequate 
 opinion. He reiterated that he was not interested in accommodating an unwanted business, but 
 he would like more information.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon responded to the comments of Councilmember Haba and stated that 
 the business and similar businesses do not fit with the vision of the City and if were simply a vote 
 of whether or not have an additional liquor store in Hyattsville that he would oppose and sought 
 the comments of his colleagues.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible stated that he had witnessed evidence of the concerns described in the 
 motion and expressed his opposition to a simplified version of the motion explaining that he was 
 content with a direct disapproval.  
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell Wolf agreed with the prior comments and expressed her 
 support for denial of the application.  
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 Mayor Hollingsworth addressed Council to evaluate if Council should make a motion to add a 
 sentence to the language requesting denial of the application for the transfer of the Class B license 
 to which Councilmember Solomon offered to make the motion which was seconded by 
 Councilmember Spell Wolf. The amendment to the motion was passed by a vote of 7-0-2 with 
 abstentions from Councilmember Croslin and Councilmember Haba.  
 
 Council discussed the way in which the denial would be administered citing an option to state 
 either specific conditions or broad and the importance of determining a collective opinion of the 
 whole Body to project in the new motion.  
 
 Councilmember Haba opined that the approach would not address the root cause of the concerns 
 of Council and that if the establishment was prohibited to build in the area, the customers would 
 patronize the closest liquor store. He expressed that Council would be better served by working 
 with the business to mitigate the core issues.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth cited the newly implemented Clean and Safe team stating that it was a 
 $240K annual investment that would be undermined by allowing establishments to conduct 
 business as usual rather than making proactive changes to further improve the cleanliness and 
 security of Hyattsville.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon responded to the comments of Councilmember Haba stating that 
 addressing the underlying issues had always been an aspect of addressing the larger problem as 
 a whole and disagreed with the statement that should the liquor store become unavailable
 patrons would simply move to another store. He continued describing instances in which the 
 applicant was not putting forth the communicative efforts requested by Council. Assistant City 
 Administrator Jim Chandler referenced a meeting that was requested by the City that resulted in 
 a brief conversation with the applicant’s hired lobbyist that did not result in any productive 
 discussion or actions.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth returned the discussion to the specifics of the language of the intended 
 correspondence requesting that staff provide comments to whether it was preferred to cite 
 specific items or frame the language from a broader perspective.  
 
 Councilmember Peabody questioned the value and benefit of softening the City’s position on 
 the business inquiring as to what the difference of impact would be stating opposition to the 
 semantics of the way in which the business was run or the nature of the business itself.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek provided clarity regarding Councilmember Peabody’s inquiry stating 
 that the language was not necessarily a “softening” of the language but a recognition that the 
 City has no authority over licensing and were making an attempt to identify the best method to 
 communicate opposition to the continuance of the business unless said business shows progress 
 in resolving issues that concern Council. 
 
 
 

22



 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 FEBRUARY 18, 2020 – 8:00 p.m. 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 15 of 19 

 Councilmember Peabody explored other approaches to the language suggesting that the major 
 concerns were being direct about the intent for the type of community envisioned for the future 
 and explained that it would be more prudent to cite that the City held serious concerns regarding 
 safety and security and to ask the Board to direct the applicant to collaborate with City officials 
 to establish an agreement regarding regulations invoked by the retailer itself.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon and Councilmember Croslin agreed that the conversation was cyclical;
 becoming repetitive and it was imperative to come to a decision on the matter. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that she understood all of the perspectives and suggested creating 
 correspondence that stated support for the denial of the license with an attached addendum that 
 provided a timeline of events that would provide a clear history the interaction between the City 
 and the applicant. Mr. Chandler provided logistics about the process and Council agreed with the 
 Mayor’s proposal.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Ward 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, 

Solomon, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter 

 
11) Discussion Items (10:30 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.) 
 
 11.a) Magruder Pointe Development – Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4-18001 
 HCC-225-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Memo - PPS 4-18001 - Magruder Pointe - Action - Final .docx 

  Magruder Pointe Lot Pattern.pptx 
  Magruder Pointe Density Upper Parcel.pptx 
  Planning Committee - Jan 28, 2020 - Minutes Draft.doc 
  City Staff Exhibit_Revised Plans_Feb18.pptx 
  Magruder Pointe Presentation .pptx 
  Gateway Arts District Sector Plan - Min. Lot Size TRN.pdf 

  1-10-20. SDRC Comments.pdf 
  
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to provide correspondence to the Maryland National 
 Capital Park & Planning Commission regarding Preliminary Plan of Subdivision 4 18001. The 
 correspondence shall express that, if the Planning Board chooses to proceed with consideration 
 of this subdivision application, the City requests the Planning Board incorporate and adopt in its 
 resolution the following conditions: 
 1. The applicant shall eliminate Lot 26 from the application, reducing the number of proposed 
 single-family homes from sixteen to fifteen. All lots shall meet the minimum lot size standard of 
 5,000 SF. 
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 2. The applicant shall align the property borders of Lots 21 and 22 and the property borders of 
 Lots 19 and 20 to allow for a more uniform lotting pattern. 
 3. The applicant shall use Lots 11 & 12 for open green space and/or supplemental stormwater 
 management. Lots 11 & 12 shall not contain townhouse units. 
 4. All townhouse units shall front Parcel A1 without obstruction. 
 5. The upper parcel of the Magruder Pointe project shall contain no more than ten (10) single 
 family attached (townhouse) units total. The applicant’s proposed townhouse density exceeds 
 that which has been approved by the District Council. The reduction in unit count will bring the 
 development into compliance with the District Council’s decision, as well as allow for wider 
 townhouses and increased interior parking. 
 6. The internal alleyway shall be designed and constructed to a public standard and dedicated to 
 the City as a public right-of-way. The site plans and any future dedication of plat shall incorporate 
 language stating that the alleyway shall be publicly dedicated to the City of Hyattsville. 
 7. Overhead lighting shall be designed and constructed to Pepco standards for acceptance into 
 the public utility system. The lighting shall be placed at the entrance/exit of the site at Hamilton 
 Street, at the corner closest to lot 11, and at the entrance/exit of the site on Gallatin Street. 
 8. The applicant shall provide adequate Public Utility Easements (PUEs) for the provision of 
 public utilities to ensure all proposed lots receive both wet and dry utility services. If public 
 utility services can be provided through the existing utility systems and/or within the existing 
 public utility easement, no additional land dedication or easement is required. 
 9. The stormwater management plan for the upper parcel of the Magruder Pointe Project shall be 
 limited to the boundaries of the upper parcel and not reliant upon compensatory storage on the 
 lower parcel. 
 10. The applicant shall include the replacement of a current Magruder Park bridge as an  off-site 
 facility improvement within their Bicycle and Pedestrian Impact Statement. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth acknowledged the challenge of receiving information on a motion only 
 hours before discussion and introduced the changes to the language.  
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler provided background and summary of the measure 
 stating that the memo was designed to provide updates to Council and the intention was to 
 respond to all concerns in their entirety. Mr. Chandler explained that the City of Hyattsville is 
 exempt from the R55 standard under the Gateway Arch District Site Plan, but regarding the 
 development in question, the R55 standards were applied and they would have to rely on 
 what was previously adopted in the Conceptual Site Plan (CSP). He continued that for the 
 purposes of the application the publicly dedicated areas were included in the density calculation 
 and they were confident they resolve all the issues that could be resolved, but stated that some 
 unsolvable issues remained.  
 
 City Planner Kate Powers relayed that the applicant provided a revised site plan removing one of 
 the single-family lots leaving 15 units that all met the required minimum square footage. Ms. 
 Powers stated that the applicant did not address the boundaries of three (3) lots and did not 
 remove Lot 11 from the plan which had been previously requested by staff. She continued that 
 the applicant did not calculate density, however City staff had done so and detailed the method 
 of calculation. City Planner Powers reported that the applicant met the regulation for single-family 
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 homes, but exceeded regulations for townhouses and she recommended decreasing the number 
 of townhomes from 15 to 10 in order to comply with density standards.   
 
 Mr. Chandler stated that the staff report was due the following day and if a decision was made by 
 Council at any point beyond that evening the recommendation would have to be submitted as an 
 exhibit instead of being included in the report which was the preferred outcome. He provided 
 available options for moving forward and explained that staff had simplified the language and 
 appeased the concerns of Council. 
 
 Councilmember Lawrence referenced an earlier Council meeting in which he requested the 
 minimum lot size for the development to which Mr. Chandler responded that in that instance 
 there was no standard because it was a townhouse in an R55 zone for which a standard did not 
 exist, therefore, regulations reverted back to City code requirements. He added that they were 
 functioning under an old code which was proving problematic but confirmed confidence that the 
 recommendations were well thought out and were supported by strong reasoning that would be 
 included with the recommendations.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth confirmed with Mr. Chandler that the density calculation determined by 
 planning staff was the same method of calculation being applied throughout the project and 
 stated that it was important to specify that in the correspondence offering recommendations.   
 
 Councilmember Haba asked whether a table within the plan was made before the plan had been 
 updated to which Ms. Powers explained that there was no change regarding townhouses in the 
 updated version and the changes only applied to single-family homes. She added that all of the 
 lots met the minimum standard.   
 
 Councilmember Simasek cited language in the application asking if it was implied that a plan 
 would be submitted with the Conceptual Site Plan (CSP) to which Mr. Chandler replied that it 
 did not and it provides direction and options regarding compliance. 
 
 Councilmember Schaible questioned whether the language was too confusing and should be 
 augmented for clarity and to state disapproval for continuance to which Mr. Chandler commented 
 that it would be problematic should the language be overturned and it was in the best interest to 
 move forward rather than experience a lengthy waiting period. He expressed that it was the staff’s 
 intention to communicate the position of approving previous language and being more specific in 
 that position.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible inquired as to whether the stormwater management would require a 
 method of on-site retention to allow water to drain naturally instead of treating and whether the 
 site was meeting requirements to which Mr. Chandler stated that it appeared to meet regulation 
 and that communication to the Board states the preference to minimize the impacts of the 
 stormwater effect and prohibit use of off-site facilities. Councilmember Schaible stated that he 
 expected to see a retention facility or some sort of improvement to which Mr. Chandler explained 
 that the site was using a method that was approved by the County.  
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 Councilmember Croslin expressed his understanding that the requirement for stormwater was to 
 capture and release water at the same rate to which Ms. Powers commented that the applicant’s 
 revised site plan provides micro retention and bioretention, but nothing further.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that it was important to recognize that it was an unusual situation 
 with a great number of influential variables. She relayed that the next action would be at the 
 following Council meeting unless the Body chose to pass the measure that evening in order for 
 the language to be included in the staff report.  
 
 Note for the Record: Councilmembers Haba and Solomon departed at 11:29 p.m. 
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed his preference to move the legislation and made a motion 
 to amend the second sentence of the language to read that until the appeal of the CSP is resolved 
 the Planning Board not consider the subdivision. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
 Schaible and approved unanimously.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Lawrence 
SECONDER: Schaible 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Peabody, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter, Haba, Solomon 

 
 11.b) Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050: Discussion Item (15 minutes) 
 HCC-223-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A   

Cover Page: Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050: Discussion 
Item (15 minutes) 

 Memo - DSP-19050 - Dewey Parcel 5 - Presentation and Discussion.docx 
  1_CIVP-DSP-19050.pdf 
  2_A-SOJ-DSP-19050.pdf 
  3_A-SOJ-DDS-660.pdf 
  4_ARCH_Plan-DSP-19050.pdf 
  5_BPIS_DSP-19050.pdf 
  6_Recreational Facilities.pdf 
  7_UTC Parking Memo 11-05-2019.pdf 
  8_Illustrative Renderings.pdf 
  9_Relevant_TDDP_pages.pdf 

  

 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler reported that the application brought forth only a 
 few concerns stating that there were some lingering issues that the applicant would address and 
 apply changes for the Council’s review.  
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 Mayor Hollingsworth apologized to representatives of the Dewey Property development and 
 expressed that it was Council’s intention to give the matter proper attention and that they 
 would have to discuss the matter further at a later date. She thanked the representatives for 
 their patience and willingness to work with City officials.  

 
 11.c) Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes) 
 HCC-226-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Schaible 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes) 
  
 I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending 
 Chapter 52 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code to amend section §52-10 by striking the 
 inclusion of “domestic fowl”, and “poultry and game birds” from the list of prohibited animals. 
 Roosters will remain on the list of prohibited animals in the Code. 
 
 Discussion of item 11.c, the Backyard Chicken Act, was postponed due to time constraints.  
 
12) Council Dialogue (9:35 p.m. - 9:45 p.m.) 
 
13) Community Notices and Meetings 
 
 13.a) Main City Calendar: February 4 - 18, 2020 
 HCC-205-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Main City Calendar: February 4 - 18, 2020 
  Main City Calendar_Feb 4-Feb 18.docx 
 
14) Motion to Adjourn 
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Croslin 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Ward, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Peabody, Spell Wolf 
ABSENT Suiter, Haba, Solomon 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 11:48 p.m.  
 
ATTEST: 

 
______________________ 

Laura Reams, City Clerk 
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 Candace Hollingsworth, Mayor 
Carrianna Suiter, W3 (Council Vice President) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Danny Schaible, W2 
Ben Simasek, W3 
Edouard Haba, W4  
Daniel Peabody, W4 
Joseph A. Solomon, W5  
 

Absent: 
 

Kevin Ward, W1 (Council President) 
Erica Spell Wolf, W5 
 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
Tracey E. Douglas, City Administrator 
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator 
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer 
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources 
Laura Reams, City Clerk 
Sean Corcoran, Deputy City Clerk 
E. I. Cornbrooks, IV, City Attorney  

 
1) Call to Order and Council Roll Call 
 
 Mayor Candace Hollingsworth called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. 
 
2) Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
3) Approval of Agenda 
 
 Amendment to the Agenda 
 
 1. ADD Letter of Support: SB835/HB1034 County and Municipal Street Lighting Investment Act 
 to CONSENT. 
 HCC-247-FY20 
 Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the City’s Maryland Delegation, 
 the Maryland Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, and the Maryland 
 House Economic Matters Committee in support of bills SB835/HB1034 entitled the County and 
 Municipal Street Lighting Investment Act. 
 
 2. MOVE 9.b) Disbursement of FY20 Thrive Grant Funds from Consent to Action. 
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RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Croslin 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
4) Approval of the Minutes  
 4.a) Approval of the Minutes 
 HCC-241-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Approval of the Minutes 
  Minutes_Feb 18 2020 FINAL.docx 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council approve the Council Meeting Minutes of the Public Hearing of 
 February 18, 2020. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Simasek 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
5) Motion to Close (7:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)  
 
 5.a) Motion to Close (60-90 minutes)  
 HCC-239-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Motion to Close (60-90 minutes) 
  
 I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of March 2, 2020 to consult with 
 the City Attorney to discuss confidential commercial or financial information related to a 
 proposed development in the City, to receive legal advice, and discuss possible litigation. The 
 reason for closing the meeting under these exceptions is to protect the City’s bargaining position 
 and to maintain legally required confidentiality in regard to commercial and/or financial 
 information and to protect attorney/client privilege. 
  
 This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State 
 Government General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b)(7) consult with counsel to obtain legal 
 advice; 3-305(b)(8) consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential 
 litigation, and 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicially 
 imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a particular proceeding or matter - 
 specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General Provisions Article (protecting from disclosure 
 confidential commercial information). 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Haba 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
Pursuant to the requirement of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government Article 3-
306(C)(2); this statement is included in these minutes: 
 
A closed session of the Council of the City of Hyattsville was held at 7:08 p.m. on Monday, March 
2, 2020, in the City of Hyattsville Municipal Building, Third Floor Council Chambers.  
 
In addition to the City Council, the following staff members were present: City Administrator 
Tracey E. Douglas, Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler, City Treasurer Ron Brooks, and 
City Clerk Laura Reams. 
 
Councilmembers Ward and Wolf were absent. 
 
The authority under which the session was closed was the Annotated Code of Maryland State 

 Government General Provisions Article Section 3-305(b)(7) consult with counsel to obtain legal 
 advice; 3-305(b)(8) consult with staff, consultants, or other individuals about pending or potential 
 litigation, and 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicially 
 imposed requirement that prevents public disclosures about a particular proceeding or matter - 
 specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General Provisions Article (protecting from disclosure 
 confidential commercial information). 

 
Topics Discussed: Urban Investment Partners (UIP) request for modification to the Revitalization 

 Tax Credit; legal briefing regarding the potential renaming of Magruder Park 
 
Action Taken: None taken. 
 
Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin made a motion to adjourn the closed  session, which 
was seconded by Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence and approved  unanimously by the 
Council. The closed session adjourned at 7:59 p.m. 
 

6) Public Comment (8:30 p.m. – 8:40 p.m.) Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 Ward 2 resident, Daniel Broder, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of backyard 
 chicken legislation and the Pay-as-You-Throw program stating that he understood the concerns 
 about having fowl in an urban neighborhood regarding waste and maintenance, but expressed 
 his opinion that the outcome would vary depending on the location in which the measure was 
 implemented and encouraged Council to use the legislation to endorse farm-to-table food. Mr. 
 Broder referenced Kristen Brown from Waste Zero stating that he relied on her expertise and data 
 collection to determine his position. He cited statistics showing a decrease of 49% of waste in 
 more than 100 cities that had implemented a similar program. 
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 Ward 1 resident, Greg Smith, addressed the Mayor and Council in support of Pay-as-You-Throw, 
 backyard chicken legislation, the Summer Literacy Program, and a letter of support for a climate 
 action plan stating the he was also familiar with the work of Waste Zero stating that they 
 conducted thorough, accurate, research and they have proven that programs similar to Pay-as 
 You-Throw could be extremely cost effective. He expressed his support for a feasibility study, but 
 cautioned that a competent firm, such as Waste Zero, must first be identified.  
 
 Ward 2 resident, David Marshall, addressed the Mayor and Council with comments regarding 
 backyard chickens, Pay-as-You-Throw, the Race and Equity Task Force, and Magruder Pointe. Mr. 
 Marshall stated that he was not against the backyard chicken legislation, but that he held 
 reservation regarding poor ownership practices that could negatively reflect an otherwise 
 unremarkable legislation. He expressed disappointment in programs like Pay-as-You-Go stating 
 that the program, studies, and many other initiatives taken by the City was transforming the 
 community into something that was not aligned with the vision of most residents. Mr. Marshall 
 expressed the need for more Black American male members of the Race and Equity task force to 
 provide perspective and addressed Magruder Pointe in support of name change and suggested 
 that decisions being made about the area should not be left to the Planning Committee.  
 
7) City Administrator Update (8:40 p.m. - 8:50 p.m.) 
 
 City Administrator Tracey Douglas noted that it was Read Across America Day and observed the 
 birthday of Theodor Seuss Geisel; Dr. Seuss. Ms. Douglas relayed that officers from the Hyattsville 
 Police Department worked with two local schools and spent time reading to students and they 
 intended to include more schools in the coming years. She recognized March 2020 as Women’s 
 Month and described that the City would highlight successful women of leadership throughout 
 the month. City Administrator Douglas cited the spread COVID-19 (Coronavirus) and ensured that 
 the City was doing everything possible to prevent further instances including providing sanitizer 
 dispensers and close monitoring of guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  
 
8) Presentations (8:50 p.m. - 9:05 p.m.) 
 
 8.a) Presentation of FY20 Thrive Grant Fund Program (10 minutes) 
 HCC-233-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Presentation of FY20 Thrive Grant Fund Program (10 minutes) 
 
 Chair of the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee, Don Berger, addressed the 
 Mayor and Council regarding the Thrive Grant Program reporting on the process and actions over 
 the past year stating that it was very successful and they had received 14 applications from a 
 diverse population. Mr. Berger relayed that through extensive research they discovered 12 grants 
 that were suitable for funding; all of which provided some benefit in the field of health, wellness, 
 and recreation such as yoga classes for low-income residents, installation of bicycle racks, parent 
 groups, and groups associated with Northwestern High School. He expressed his satisfaction with 
 the Committee and stated that he felt it was deserving of the same funding in Fiscal Year 2021 
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 (FY21). Mr. Berger informed Council that the Committee was currently working on an art 
 commissioning project that would display health and wellness related art within the City and cited 
 that applications for the project were soon to close. He described plans for the Committee’s 
 mental health training and requested funds be reprogrammed to support the effort. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth expressed her gratitude for the Committee’s efforts regarding first aid for 
 mental health and other partnerships being forged. She recalled her skepticism when the Thrive 
 Grants were initially proposed and stated that she her opinion changed as she witnessed the 
 broad spectrum of applicants, the scope of providers, and the potential for future City 
 programming. She thanked the Committee and all those associated for their hard work and 
 successful results. 
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon thanked the Committee and commended Ward 2 
 Councilmember Robert Croslin for his support of the original proposal to which Councilmember 
 Croslin expressed his appreciation for and satisfaction with the actions and work of the 
 Committee.  
  
 8.b) Proclamation in Recognition of Nevilla E. Ottley (5 minutes) 
 HCC-235-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Proclamation in Recognition of Nevilla E. Ottley (5 minutes) 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth invited Ms. Nevilla Ottley to join her in front of the dais for the presentation 
 of a proclamation celebrating her birthday and her years of contributions to the community in the 
 way of music and the humanities. Ms. Ottley addressed the Mayor, Council, and attendees with a 
 message of the importance of music and the benefits of having a focus in the arts that keeps the 
 mind active and provides a path for young people.  
 
9) Consent Items (9:05 p.m. - 9:10 p.m.) 
 
 9.a) Resolution 2020: Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities Application 
 HCC-230-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: Resolution 2020: Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities 
Application 
Memo - PMAC Application for CPTED Training.doc 
Resolution 2020-02_CPTED.docx 

 
 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Resolution 2020-02, a resolution supporting 
 the City of Hyattsville FY2020 Planning Assistance to Municipalities and Communities Application 
 (INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION). 
 
 9.b) Disbursement of FY20 Thrive Grant Funds was moved from Consent to Action. 
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 9.c) Proclamation in Recognition of Nevilla E. Ottley  
 HCC-236-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Proclamation in Recognition of Nevilla E. Ottley 
  Proclamation 2020 Nevilla Ottley.docx 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt a proclamation in recognition of the 75th birthday of 
 Ms. Nevilla E. Ottley, founder of the Ottley Music School, and in celebration of her 32 years of 
 service to the City of Hyattsville. 
 
 9.d) Traffic Calming - 4500 Block Emerson Street  
 HCC-231-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Traffic Calming - 4500 Block Emerson Street 
  
 I move that the Mayor and Council approve the petition for traffic calming on the 4500 Block of 
 Emerson Street. 
 
 9.e) Proclamation Celebrating March 2020 as Women's History Month in the City of Hyattsville  
 HCC-237-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: Proclamation Celebrating March 2020 as Women's History Month in the 
City of HyattsvilleWomens_History_Month_2020.docx 

 
 I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim March 2020 to be Women's History Month in the City 
 of Hyattsville. 
 
 9.f) Letter to Prince Georges County Officials to request Climate Action Plan  
 HCC-240-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Simasek 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Schiable, Suiter 

Cover Page: Letter to Prince Georges County Officials to request Climate Action Plan 
PGC Climate Change Letter.docx 

 
 I move that the Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the Prince George’s County 
 Council, the Prince George’s County Executive, Director of Department of the Environment, 
 Director of Public Works and Transportation, and Energy Manager requesting that the county 
 adopt an action plan to proactively respond to the threats posed by climate change. 
 
 9.g) Hyattsville Resolution 2020-03: Enhanced Mobility Grant Program 
 HCC-242-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator  
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 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Hyattsville Resolution 2020-03: Enhanced Mobility Grant Program 
  Resolution 2020-03 COG Mobility Grant.docx 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt Hyattsville Resolution 2020-03, a Resolution of the City 
 Council of Hyattsville, Maryland, whereby the City Authorizes the Submission of a Grant 
 Application to the Federal Transit Administration’s Enhanced Mobility Program (INTRODUCTION 
 & ADOPTION). 
 
 9.h) Appointment to the Shade Tree Board  
 HCC-245-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Hollingsworth 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Appointment to the Shade Tree Board 
  Shade Tree Board_Immordino_W1_redacted.pdf 
 
 I move that the Mayor, with Council approval, appoint Theresa Immordino (Ward 1) to the Shade 
 Tree Board for a term of 3 years to expire on March 2, 2023. 
 
 9.i) Appointment to Race and Equity Task Force  
 HCC-246-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Haba 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Appointment to Race and Equity Task Force 
  RETF_Brown-Grier_W1_Redacted.pdf 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Ashleigh Brown-Grier (Ward 1) to the Race and Equity 
 Task Force for a term of two years to expire on March 2, 2022. 
 
 9.j) Letter of Support: SB835/HB1034 County and Municipal Street Lighting Investment Act 
 HCC-247-FY20 
 Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to send a letter to the City’s Maryland Delegation, 
 the Maryland Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, and the Maryland 
 House Economic Matters Committee in support of bills SB835/HB1034 entitled the County and 
 Municipal Street Lighting Investment Act.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 
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10) Action Items (9:10 p.m. - 9:40 p.m.) 
 
 9.b) Disbursement of FY20 Thrive Grant Funds  
 HCC-232-FY20 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
  Cover Page: Disbursement of FY20 Thrive Grant Funds 
  02.01 - Grant_Letter-R1.pdf 
  02.02 - HWRAC Thrive Grants 2020-R1.pdf 
  2020 Thrive Grant Applications_Redacted.pdf 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure of $5,738 to support the grant 
 proposals recommended from the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee and 
 listed in the attached memo for the dissemination of the FY20 Thrive Grants and reallocate the 
 remaining $3,262 to the committee for conducting mental health awareness training and 
 additional programming through the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee 
 speaker series. 
 
 Council Vice President Carrianna Suiter made a motion to add language to the end of the motion 
 that was seconded by Councilmember Solomon.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
 10.a) Adoption of Title VI Plan for the City of Hyattsville (10 minutes) 
 HCC-243-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Adoption of Title VI Plan for the City of Hyattsville (10 minutes) 
  HVL Attachment B 2019 Draft Title VI Plan 2-27-20_rev 022820.docx 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt the Hyattsville Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of  1964 
 2020 – 2023 Implementation Plan. 
 
 City Administrator Tracey Douglas introduced the lead of the Age-Friendly Initiative and cited her 
 extensive efforts in the improvement of resources for senescent residents. Ms. Douglas explained 
 that the adoption of the Title VI Plan was a requirement of the Enhanced Mobility Grant program 
 and provided background and information on the grant that resulted in increased public 
 transportation for seniors and other mobility services. She stated that familiarity with the 
 program and the process was new and areas of improvement had been identified and may return 
 for discussion among Council.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
 10.b) Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050 (20 minutes)  
 HCC-234-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: Dewey Property - Parcel 5: Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 19050 (20 minutes) 
  Memo - DSP-19050 - Dewey Parcel 5 - Action - FINAL.docx 
  Dewey Parcel 5 - Mar 2 2020 Materials.pdf 
  PC_Presentation_DSP_19050.pdf 
  DSP_FirstComment_Response_10-11-19.pdf 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to provide correspondence to the Maryland-National 
 Capital Park & Planning Commission in support of Detailed Site Plan 19050, subject to the 
 following conditions: 
 

1. Transformers associated with this development be installed subgrade, consistent with 
policy guidance per the Prince George’s Plaza TDDP. It is preferable that transformers along Public 
Road B are required. Consistent with policy guidance per the Prince George’s Plaza TDDP, 
transformers along Public Road B shall be installed subgrade. The City is supportive of the 
applicant's request to place transformers above-grade, screened from the public view, along the 
east side of the  property due to a reduced impact and no impact on the urban streetscape. 

 2. The proposed retail space shall have a fenestration height of 14’ 10’ and a façade 
 treatment of 14’and build-to-line within the 25’ maximum depth and 20’ minimum depth required 
 in the Transit District Development Plan. 
 3. The applicant shall dedicate space for regular loading and delivery services within the 
 structured parking garage. 
 4. The applicant shall improve of the western leg of the existing crosswalk on Toledo Terrace 
 adjacent to America Boulevard, as this right-of-way improvement is imperative to maintaining the 
 connection between the proposed development and the Prince George’s Plaza Metro Station, as 
 well as the amenities present in University Town Center. 
 5. The applicant shall install at least two (2) inverted-U shaped bike racks in front of the 
 leasing office and at least two (2) inverted-U shaped bike racks in front of the retail space. The 
 applicant shall accommodate a 1:1 ratio of bicycle parking spaces to vehicle parking spaces. 
 6. The applicant shall utilize a more vibrant architectural color palette and integrate public 
 art into the development. 
 
 The City supports the applicant’s request for the following modifications: 
 1. The City supports of the applicant’s request for a departure from the design standards, 
 specifically the request for 9’ x 18’ universal sized parking spaces within the proposed parking 
 garage structure. 
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 2. The City supports the applicant’s requested build-to-line extensions, except for the 
 proposed retail space. 
 3. The City supports the applicant’s proposed location for the lobby entrance at the corner 
 of Toledo Road and Public Road B. 
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced documentation distributed to Council and 
 provided background and a summary on the measure stating that staff were content with most 
 of the items in the proposal, but there were areas of disagreement outside of their scope that 
 they asked to be addressed by the applicant.  
 
 City Planner Kate Powers presented details of the Dewey Property Parcel 5 proposal including 
 location and specifications and cited requested variations including a set standard for parking 
 spaces in the parking garage, the placement of power transformers, building area parameters, 
 and the implementation of retail space. Ms. Powers relayed that the applicant requested that the 
 retail space have a fenestration of 10 feet instead of the required 14 feet to which staff 
 determined 14 feet would be necessary to allow for a standard height for retail and more tenants.  
 Additionally, staff were opposed to the retraction of the building line for retail and preferred that 
 regulations of the Transit District Development Plan (TDDP) be the standard. Ms. Powers reported 
 that the staff were receptive to proposed changes regarding building entrances, crosswalks for 
 increased accessibility and bicycle parking in the garage.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed concern regarding the pedestrian walkways stating that 
 they were in very bad condition and in dire need of upgrade. He made a motion to amend the 
 language to state that consistent with policy guidance per the Prince George’s Plaza TDDP, 
 transformers along Public Road B shall be required subgrade.  
 
 Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek inquired as to why all of the transformers were not installed 
 in the same way to which Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler responded that the eastern 
 side of the structure faced green space, a stormwater processing facility, and potentially a trail 
 and that there was great expense in burying the transformers. He stated that the added expense 
 was substantial and that City staff was making efforts to compromise.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon stated that he would have expected stronger reasoning to justify a 
 subgrade requirement, but he was open to hear comments from Council. 
 
 Ward 4 Councilmember Edouard Haba sought clarity regarding the specifics of the language and 
 ultimately agreed with the motion.  
 
 The motion to amend was seconded by Councilmember Solomon and passed unanimously.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon requested an explanation regarding the deviation from a larger parking 
 space standard to which Mr. Chandler replied that the standard was consistent with several other 
 counties and municipalities and it provided for a more standard template and improved 
 circulation.  
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 Councilmember Lawrence interjected that he was aware of a member of the Planning Committee 
 who could confirm that the standard was common in many areas outside of Hyattsville. Mr. 
 Chandler added that examples could be provided to Council.  
 
 Ward 2 Councilmember Danny Schaible stated that he would have liked to have seen more color 
 incorporated into the exterior of the development and have art displayed on the exterior as 
 opposed to the interior. He expressed concern regarding the electric car charging stations within 
 the parking garage and inquired about the possibility of being able to reach two legally parked 
 vehicles to be charged from one charger.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence recalled an earlier discussion in which it was determined that the art 
 could be placed on the exterior to which Mr. Chandler responded that there was not enough 
 exterior area to incorporate any artistic structures.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth referenced the Planning Committee’s recommendation and asked whether 
 the 14 feet regulation was to be applied to both the interior and the exterior to which Mr. 
 Chandler replied that it was discussed in regard to retail space and that it was the opinion of the 
 Committee that a height of 10 feet would put the location at a disadvantage for future occupancy 
 and limit the types of retail that can use the space. He stated that the height of the fenestration 
 on the exterior would be contingent on the intentions for the outdoor space. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth requested further details regarding the retail space to which Mr. Chandler 
 explained that what was being proposed was giving the aesthetic of the standard retail 
 specifications but not the functionality of an average retail space. Thomas Haller, attorney for the 
 applicant, was asked to come forward and provide context to the conversation.  
 
 Thomas Haller addressed the Mayor and Council expressing disappointment with the 
 recommendations of the planning committee stating that the applicant had made every sincere 
 effort in good faith to address each comment and comply with TDDP regulations. He continued 
 that there were 90 to 100 requirements under the TDDP that the applicant sought to satisfy and 
 asked for adjustments to only six (6). Mr. Haller stated that the retail space was compliant with 
 TDDP regulations and the outdoor seating allowed for a 10 feet high interior fenestration and they 
 purposely employed it in their plan to promote pedestrian traffic and retail patronage.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth provided comments regarding the 10 feet interior stating that the 
 consequences of unequal heights did not seem to make a significant difference and suggested 
 moving forward with the recommendations of the Planning Committee. Ward 2 resident, David 
 Marshall, addressed the Mayor and Council recollecting that discussions among the Planning 
 Committee pertained to the interior of the development and how it would affect the floors above. 
 Mr. Marshall relayed that the Committee supported the developer’s request for setbacks but 
 there was no discussion regarding pulling the building closer to the street.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek recalled earlier conversations about the asymmetry of the exterior and 
 was content with the idea of outdoor seating but was not clear on for which type of retail it would 
 be applicable or beneficial. 
 

38



 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 MARCH 2, 2020 – 7:00 PM 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 12 of 19 

 Mayor Hollingsworth requested that Council Vice President Suiter make a motion to revise item 
 2 in the language to read: the proposed retail space should have a fenestration height of 10 feet 
 and a façade treatment of 14 feet; leaving the following language unchanged which was seconded 
 by Councilmember Lawrence. The Mayor moved the discussion to City staff for their assessment 
 to which Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler described that it was a space that would be 
 working from a competitive disadvantage due to several aspects including the omission of delivery 
 space. Mr. Chandler added that the list of retail that was provided for the space was optimistic 
 and staff inquired about removing all retail within the plan to which the developers would not 
 agree.  
 
 Mr. Haller stated that the intention was to have commercial space and be able to provide 
 commercial amenities and expressed his confidence that the space had longevity noting 
 discussions with the property owner in which it was relayed that maintaining a tenant for the 
 space would not be a challenge. Mayor Hollingsworth asked Mr. Haller if there was a prepared 
 plan in the case that the property did not have a tenant to which Mr. Haller answered in the 
 negative and stated that adjustments could be made if faced with the scenario.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon inquired further about the competitive disadvantage of the space to 
 which Mr. Chandler clarified that regardless of the ceiling and fenestration height, the space had 
 multiple challenges including a single delivery bay that would make the retailer single use and 
 would make it less attractive to future investors and the limited square footage. 
 
 The amendment passed by a vote of 8-1.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED, AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Lawrence 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
11) Discussion Items (9:40 p.m. - 10:40 p.m.) 
 
 11.a) Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes) 
 HCC-238-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Schaible 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Backyard Chicken Act (15 minutes) 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending 
 Chapter 52 of the Hyattsville Charter and Code to amend section §52-10 by striking the inclusion 
 of “domestic fowl”, and “poultry and game birds” from the list of prohibited animals. Roosters 
 will remain on the list of prohibited animals in the Code. 
 
 Councilmember Schaible opened the discussion expressing optimism that the legislation would 
 progress to action in a future meeting and stated that he would like to reiterate some of the 
 pertinent points of previous discussions. He stated that citations relevant to chickens are not 
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 prevalent in the City of Hyattsville and that animal control and code enforcement focus on several 
 other issues that take priority over fowl related complaints. He recalled conversations with City 
 Counsel that determined that Council could not create a regulatory framework for the legislation 
 because the authority for zoning was held by the County and relayed that the remaining options 
 were few and ineffective. Councilmember Schaible cited the differences between County and City 
 code and noted several instances where the City did not adhere to the regulations of the County. 
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed general support for the measure but noted the potential 
 public health risk asking if the legislation would make the City more vulnerable to liability. He 
 noted that changes in the R55 zoning regulations would allow for urban farming, but stated 
 lingering concerns regarding health and safety.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin stated that he had received several phone calls from residents who were 
 displeased with the proposal expressing that it would attract more wildlife. He referenced 
 research from the Center for Disease Control (CDC) that cautioned about the health hazards of 
 maintaining chickens in an urban environment and was not confident that, should the legislation 
 pass, there was no guarantee that safety for residents could be ensured.  
 
 Councilmember Haba expressed support for the concept of the legislation stating that it would 
 have to be implemented in the correct way and could jeopardize existing chicken owners. He 
 suggested lobbying the County for amendments to their laws. 
 
 Ward 4 Councilmember Daniel Peabody stated that the residents he had talked to hold concerns 
 regarding public health and expressed that Ward 4 residents would likely not be in support due 
 to the Ward’s density issues.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that, initially, she did not hold a strong opinion regarding the 
 proposal, but she was reexamining her position after hearing the strong opinions from both sides. 
 She opined that the public health issue was of the most concern. The Mayor suggested that 
 Councilmember Schaible craft language to address the City’s obligation to the safekeeping and 
 wellbeing of chickens and humans. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon relayed the details of a conversation he participated in with 
 Councilmember Schaible and the City attorney in which they explored ideas about adopting 
 zoning regulations, but were unsuccessful because the County assumes all zoning authority. He 
 expressed concerns about removing an existing ban and the message that it would portray and 
 the possible negative consequences.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth requested that Councilmember Schaible provide insight as to why the 
 legislation was important to which he responded that the City was an outlier regarding this 
 legislation, and it was supported in several neighboring regions. He continued that he did not 
 believe that the areas that were allowing the ownership of chickens were experiencing any of the 
 concerns that were voiced and stated that he has heard a lot of positive feedback and feels the 
 legislation could be beneficial to the community.  
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 Councilmember Haba stated that exercising the approach may provide a false confidence for 
 owners and lead to more complicated issues. He expressed support for a letter to the County 
 requesting they lift the ban on domesticated fowl and stated that it would be a more sound 
 approach.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible stated it was his intention to move the item to action at a future Council 
 meeting making it subject to a vote and, depending on the result, may provide an amended 
 version of the legislation that would include a letter to the County, but was not confident that it 
 would have a substantial effect.  
 
 11.b) FY21 Budget Request: Hyattsville Summer Literacy Program (10 minutes) 
 HCC-215-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: FY21 Budget Request: Hyattsville Summer Literacy Program (10 minutes) 
  Proposed Budget_Summer Literacy Program 
 
 I move that the City of Hyattsville include $3,500 in its FY21 legislative budget in support of the 
 Hyattsville Summer Literacy Program. 
 
 Councilmember Lawrence provided background on the item stating that it was the fourth year of 
 the program and that this legislation would ease the worry about the timing of the issuance of 
 grants they relied upon. He explained that funding provided by the City in a timelier manner 
 would allow the program to continue with the confidence that they would be adequately funded.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter inquired as to whether they would still pursue a grant from their 
 previous source and what areas the funding would be applied. Councilmember Lawrence replied 
 that they would still pursue the regular grant and that funding would be used to purchase books 
 and supplies as they deem necessary.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin expressed his support for the legislation. 
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth requested that items 11.d and 11.e be discussed before item 11.c.  
 
 11.d) FY21 Budget Request: Pay-As-You-Throw Trash Disposal Study (15 minutes) 
 HCC-217-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Schaible 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: FY21 Budget Request: Pay-As-You-Throw Trash Disposal Study (15 

minutes) 
 Curbside Compost Container Schaible.docx 

  General Public Fact Sheet Pay-As-You-Throw US EPA.pdf 
  Pay as you throw - Wikipedia.pdf 
  PAYT– WasteZero.pdf 
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 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize a feasibility study to assess transitioning our 
 municipal trash collection services from the current flat-rate approach to a Pay-As-You Throw 
 (PAYT) approach. Under the current approach, resident’s pay a flat rate for trash collection from 
 their property tax assessment regardless of how much or how little trash hey generate. Under a 
 PAYT approach, property taxes would be decreased to offset the new fees associated with 
 metered trash collection, typically metered either by weight or by volume. This would bring trash 
 collection into alignment with other metered utilities like water and electricity, where consumers 
 are charged for what they use, creating financial incentives to conserve, recycle, and compost. 
  
 This feasibility study will provide guidance to help the City assess the relative benefits and 
 potential drawbacks of switching to a PAYT approach, including: 
 

• Expected decrease in municipal trash tonnage driven by increases in recycle and compost 
participation rates, and possible changes in consumer behavior  

• An assessment of the various models of PAYT trash collection, considering their relative 
strengths and weaknesses 

• A review of other comparable municipalities that have switched to PAYT, exploring the 
impacts associated with the switch including resident satisfaction, cost impacts, and overall 
changes in trash, recycle, and compost collection rates. 

• A review of the possible drawbacks or unintended consequences of switching to PAYT, based 
off of actual data from other jurisdictions that have switched to PAYT. 

 
 For increased cost-efficiency and to expedite procurement, I recommend that this study be 
 incorporated into the existing trash study authorized by the City of Hyattsville that explores trash 
 collection services for single family and multi-family Hyattsville residents, if appropriate. This 
 could be done by modifying the contract for the existing trash study, once awarded. If not 
 appropriate, then this would be a standalone study. 
 
 Councilmember Schaible summarized the motion citing successful implementation among 
 thousands of communities in the United States  and explained the process for which trash was 
 picked up in the City stating that the legislation would allow residents to be charged for disposal 
 by the amount of waste rather than paying a flat fee for waste services. He stated that the 
 legislation would result in a dramatic decrease in trash generated, improve landfill conditions, and 
 reduce greenhouse gases. He explained that the proposal included a request for a modification 
 to the current waste study to include the program and ensure that it could function in the City of 
 Hyattsville.  
 
 Councilmember Joseph Solomon asked whether one would opt in to the program to which 
 Councilmember Schaible responded that the way in which the proposal was written it would be 
 the standard practice for all residents.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek questioned how the legislation would apply to multi-family homes and 
 expressed the importance of equity and how the plan could be implemented fairly and deter 
 manipulation by homeowners to serve their interests to which Mayor Hollingsworth responded 
 that the logistics could be determined from the study.  
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 Council Vice President Suiter expressed her preference for the study to look at family size 
 dynamics and variations thereof.  
 
 Councilmember Haba expressed support for the legislation and stated that it should include  a 
 portion of the focus on low-income households.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence relayed that he had met representatives from Zero Waste previously 
 and suggested inviting them to make a presentation regarding the program. He expressed support 
 for the measure and asked whether it would be contractual to which City Administrator Tracey 
 Douglas responded that discussions had taken place and two vendors were being considered.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth expressed opposition to conducting the study in the current fiscal year and 
 preferred to delay a study on the PAYT program until the current waste study had concluded.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon inquired as to the scope of the current study and next steps to which 
 Ms. Douglas responded that staff decided that expenses should be reviewed Citywide to 
 determine where costs could be reduced and the waste study was under that initiative and that 
 staff would return to Council with recommendations.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth stated that she would like to explore the possibility of having the PAYT 
 included in the current study.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek expressed support for the concept and requested details regarding the 
 potential contract to which Ms. Douglas explained that they would negotiate a contract for a 
 consultant on the implementation and effect of the program. Department of Public Works Project 
 Manager, Hal Metzler, added that a contract would traditionally have a six (6) month term but 
 can be modified as needed.  
 
 11.e) FY21 Budget Request: Upgrade Hyattsville Curbside Compost Collection Containers 
 (10 minutes) 
 HCC-216-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Schaible 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: FY21 Budget Request: Upgrade Hyattsville Curbside Compost Collection 
Containers (10 minutes) 

  Curbside Compost Container_Schaible.docx 
  
 I move that the Mayor and Council direct the Director of Public Works to procure additional 
 curbside compost containers to accommodate the expanded number of participants, and to 
 upgrade and replace existing curbside compost containers. An ideal container would have clear 
 lettering indicating that it is a City of Hyattsville compost container, have a secure lid to prevent 
 animal access, be adequately sturdy to sustain heavy loads and usage, have wheels for ease of 
 movement, and have a capacity in the 10-20 gallon range. 
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 The purchase should be at least 15% more than the current number of participants in the 
 voluntary curbside compost collection program, to allow the program to grow and provide 
 replacement containers as needed. 
 
 Councilmember Schaible provided a summary and explanation of the legislation stating that that 
 the supply of compost containers was decreasing and the legislation would address procuring 
 more receptacles of a better quality. He stated that, while funds were limited, he did not believe 
 this action to be expensive. 
 
 Department of Public Works Project Manager, Hal Metzler, detailed that the containers proposed 
 would be approximately $20K for the first year and additional funding would be required for 
 annual replacement due to damage and wear. Mr. Metzler explained that it was difficult to 
 determine and exact amount of compost containers that could be afforded from $20K because 
 the mixing of different types of waste could vary weights considerably. He stated that the estimate 
 was based on the purchase of 400 containers and wheeled receptacles.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth expressed that the cost was consistent with the need and suggested 
 including the measure in the fiscal year budget.  
 
 Councilmember Peabody and Council Vice President Suiter expressed support for the legislation 
 and speculated that it would encourage more residents to participate in composting. 
 
 Councilmember Haba stated that the containers currently used were five (5) gallons and 
 suggested finding an accurate average that could positively affect the cost to residents to which 
 Mr. Metzler responded that it would be included in the waste study and agreed that determining 
 an average size would be helpful.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth detailed the budget process for new members and City Administrator 
 Douglas informed Council that industrial size containers were cited in the budget and that funding 
 was available for varying sizes if needed.  
 
 11.c) FY21 Budget Request: Legislative Aide for Mayor & Council (10 minutes) 
 HCC-214-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 

Cover Page: FY21 Budget Request: Legislative Aide for Mayor & Council (10 minutes) 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council include funding in the FY-2021 budget to augment the Clerk's 
 Office with a legislative assistant for the Mayor and Council. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon provided details regarding the budget request stating that he saw the 
 need to employ an additional staff member in the City Clerk’s office to conduct research and 
 motion tracking. He explained that there were always several events and issues to be addressed 
 and support in that area could be beneficial to Council. 
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 Councilmember Croslin inquired as to the responsibilities of the position and salary to which 
 Councilmember Solomon replied that the individual would assist with research and coordination 
 for the entirety of Council who continually navigate ever evolving issues. Councilmember Croslin 
 noted that in hiring an employee the entity’s cost for the position is heightened annually.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed a challenge in justifying the proposal.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible responded that it was difficult to deem the proposal as a priority when 
 compared to other budget items, but was supportive of the concept stating that it could be helpful 
 to have a designated employee to address the more complicated issues.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter agreed that there was much work to be done and stated that an 
 added staff member could contribute to the productivity of Council. She expressed interest in 
 receiving more detail.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth was appreciative of the proposal as it invited conversation and stated that 
 Council did not have the support that was required, but expressed the importance of further 
 discussion and the determination of responsibilities and other aspects. She expressed legal 
 concerns stating that there could be issue with an employee receiving more compensation than 
 their employer and other possible issues in a political environment. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon agreed that further discussion was available and logistics would need 
 to be addressed. He stated that he originally placed the position under the purview of the Clerk’s 
 office because it was charter-driven that the office was responsible for Council support and could 
 not be used as a political tool.  
 
 Mayor Hollingsworth sought clarity regarding the responsibilities, nature or the position, 
 required skillset, and suggested that the decision should be made as a group and reflect how 
 Council would do their job given the additional support.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence asked whether there was opinion that Council was not being served 
 by staff and that the position would help lessen their workload to which Councilmember Solomon 
 retorted that it would help staff and provide further resources for different types of tasks from 
 Council and stated that he would like to garner the support of his colleagues and then develop a 
 job description.  
 
 Councilmember Haba cited that adequate time to address motions was an issue for Council and 
 it sometimes resulted in hastened decision making.  
 
 City Administrator Douglas reiterated the current process and recalled efforts to implement a 
 similar system. Ms. Douglas noted that if there were needs not being addressed by staff they 
 should be included in the motion language.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence and Council Vice President discussed specific issues in which an 
 additional staff member could be beneficial such as scheduling and event venue procurement.  
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 Mayor Hollingsworth assessed that there were varying opinions regarding support or opposition 
 to the measure and stated that further discussion would take place in which more information 
 would be available. 
 
12) Council Dialogue (10:45 p.m. - 10:55 p.m.) 
 
13) Community Notices and Meetings 
 
 Councilmember Simasek cited Census Day and encouraged all to participate.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin cautioned about the ongoing COVID-19 (Coronavirus) epidemic and 
 provided information and safety measures.  
 
 Councilmember Haba noted the nearing Maryland Municipal League annual conference and 
 expressed its importance.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible cited events including a Ward 2 check-in and the District 22 listening 
 session. 
 
 Councilmember Peabody thanked residents for participation at the recent Ward 4 check-in.  
 
 13.a) Main City Calendar: March 3 - 16, 2020 
 HCC-244-FY20 
 Lead Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Cover Page: Main City Calendar: March 3 - 16, 2020 
  Main City Calendar_Mar 3-Mar 16.pdf 
 
14) Motion to Adjourn  
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Croslin 
SECONDER: Suiter 
AYES: Hollingsworth, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon 
ABSENT: Ward, Spell Wolf 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 11:53 p.m.  
 
ATTEST: 

 
March 12, 2020 
______________________ 
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-248-FY20 3/16/2020 5.a

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Motion to Close

Item Title:
Motion to Close (60 minutes)

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council close the Council Meeting of March 16, 2020 to consult with staff to discuss
confidential commercial or financial information related to a proposed development in the City.

This session will be closed under the authority of the Annotated Code of Maryland State Government General Provisions
Article Section 3-305(b) (13) to comply with a specific constitutional, statutory, or judicially imposed requirement that
prevents public disclosures about a particular proceeding or matter - specifically Maryland Code, § 4-335 of the General
Provisions Article (protecting from disclosure confidential commercial information).

The reason for closing the meeting under this exception is to protect the City’s bargaining position and to maintain
legally required confidentiality in regard to commercial and/or financial information.

Summary Background:
N/A

Next Steps:
N/A

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval.

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 2 - Ensure the Long-Term Economic Viability of the City

Legal Review Required?
Complete

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-265-FY20 3/16/2020 8.a

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Proclamation

Item Title:
Hyattsville Complete Count Committee Update

Suggested Action:
Presentation only

Summary Background:
The 2020 Census will be conducted for the first time in 10 years and the population data collected will determine the
amount of federal funding provided to the City of Hyattsville for additional resources and assistance to residents of the
community. It is imperative that extensive outreach be conducted to gather information for undercounted demographics
such as children, seniors, and non-U.S. City residents.

The Hyattsville Complete Count Committee will update Council and residents on their efforts to encourage residents to
complete the Census. During the presentation, the City Council will take the online census.

Next Steps:
Hyattsville Census Day is scheduled for April 4, 2020.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
N/A

Community Engagement:
Residents will be informed about all aspects of the 2020 Census through advertisements, community outreach, and
community events and be encouraged to participate.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 2 - Ensure the Long-Term Economic Viability of the City

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™
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Campaign Components

Bus Shelter ads
Big Belly posters
Flyers
Event materials
Giveaways – Stickers,
T-shirts
School/Biz posters
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Complete Count Campaign Events/Activities

 January 21 – City Business Roundtable

 February 14 – City Senior Valentine Social

 February 20 – Meeting with Hyattsville Chaplains

 February 26 – City African Americans and the Vote

 March 9 – Citywide Advertising Kicked-Off

 April 1 – “Take 10” City Employee Break for Census
Completion
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Hyattsville Census Day –
– Postponed
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Hyattsville Census Day Preparations To Date

- Set Goals
- 9-11 a.m. kickoff at Egg Hunt/Pancake 

Breakfast
- Created form to register volunteers
- Coordinated with CASA de Maryland 

Canvassers to assist
- Recruited volunteers
- 12-4 p.m. event at City Building for Census 

taking and volunteer canvassers
- Training materials for volunteers (in 

progress)
- Using data to target hard-to-count Hyattsville 

households residents (in progress)
- 4-5 p.m. wrap-up party for volunteer hub (in 

progress)
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Contingency Plan – Moving Hyattsville Census Day – Tentatively May 16th

Moving Canvass Day & All Activities
- CASA de Maryland is on board for 5/16
- Desire to recast day-long event
- We will continually monitor progress and 

give updates
- Need to recruit more volunteers

Shifting Strategy Online March-April
-The Complete Count Committee will 
strategize ways to reach hard-to-reach 
residents online
-Webinars for classes
-Virtual training for senior living facilities
-Participation w/Adult Education ESL, Transition  
ESL, Refugee Training Program ESL, Bridge to High 
School Diploma pushed to later TBD date

As the situation 
develops, we will 
take cues and best 
practices from 
Federal, State, and 
County officials.
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-266-FY20 3/16/2020 8.b

Submitted by: Ron Brooks
Submitting Department: Finance
Agenda Section: Presentation

Item Title:
Treasurer’s Update

Suggested Action:
Presentation Only

Summary Background:
The FY18 audit is complete and to be filed by 3/31. The FY19 audit started in late October with completion now slated
for May 2020. In other financial matters, introduction of the Fiscal Year 2021 budget is now slated for Monday April 6th,
2020 and Council’s review of the budget is scheduled for Saturday, April 18th, 2020. Filing of continuing disclosure
financial statements for FY19 bond issue to MSRB “Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board” will be completed by
3/31/2020.

Next Steps:
Continue to work through audits until completion.

Fiscal Impact:
Late audit filings can result in loss of State grants and loss of revenues from the State of Maryland.

City Administrator Comments:
See summary above.

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-249-FY20 3/16/2020 9.a

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Proclamation Celebrating March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day in the City of Hyattsville

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council proclaim March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day in the City of Hyattsville

Summary Background:
Proclaiming March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day, along with March being Women's History Month, allows us
to celebrate all impact contributions women have made not only to the City of Hyattsville, but to this world.

Next Steps:
Proclaim March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support

Community Engagement:
Recognition of March 19, 2020 as Women in Public Office Day has been planned.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 5 - Strengthen the City’s Identity as a Diverse, Creative, and Welcoming Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1

powered by Legistar™
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_____________________________  

Candace B. Hollingsworth    
Mayor, City of Hyattsville 
 

March 16, 2020 
 

CELEBRATING MARCH 19, 2020 AS WOMEN IN PUBLIC OFFICE DAY IN THE CITY OF 
HYATTSVILLE 

WHEREAS, the month of March is nationally recognized as Women’s History Month and allows us to 

celebrate the impactful contributions all women have made to this world; and 

WHEREAS, women play a determinant role in the vitality and diversity of our communities, and are essential 

to ensuring the City of Hyattsville is well-represented; and 

WHEREAS, while the twentieth century was a pivotal time of growth for women entering politics, women 

remain underrepresented in male-dominated fields, and thus, providing opportunities to support women in 

public office is imperative; and 

WHEREAS, it is imperative that we support women in public office; and 

WHEREAS, recognizing women in public office will bring awareness to the need of their work as well as inspire 

future young women to serve in their communities; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Mayor and Council do hereby proclaim that Tuesday, March 19, 

2020, to be Women in Public Office Day and call upon all residents of Hyattsville to support and celebrate the 

success of women in public office.  
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-267-FY20 3/16/2020 10.a

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Appointment

Item Title:
Appointments to the Education Advisory Committee

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Michelle Thornton (Ward 1) and Candida Garcia (Ward 5) to the Education
Advisory Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on March 16, 2022.

Summary Background:
See attached applications.

Next Steps:
Upon appointment, the staff liaison will reach out to the appointee to inform them of their appointment. Please note all
meetings of the Committee are open to the public.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support.

Community Engagement:
Agendas for the Education Advisory Committee will be posted on the City’s website. Meetings are open to the public and
all are encouraged to attend.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance
Action 1.1 - Provide information and opportunities for resident participation in civic endeavors.

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1
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Submit Date: Feb 11, 2020

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

City of Hyattsville

Board, Committee and Commission Application

Profile

To find your City Ward, click on this link! http://www.hyattsville.org/538/Residency-Verification-
Page 

*

 Ward 1 

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Education Advisory Committee: Submitted 

Referred By:

Michelle Thornton

Michelle Thornton Page 1 of 2
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Please provide a brief background statement including why you want to serve on a
committee. This statement may be posted on the City's website.

“We have a powerful potential in our youth, and we must have the courage to change old ideas and
practices so that we may direct their power toward good ends.” - Mary Mcleod Bethune. I, Michelle
Thornton, am a lifelong resident of Hyattsville and I believe it to be a duty and honor to play my part in
impacting the next generation. I had the opportunity to work in the Prince George’s County government
and I‘ve seen the need for education at all levels. I’ve seen the results of a strong academic foundation in
my life and I’ve seen the shortcomings of those who lack education. There is a need for education inside
and outside of the classroom for all residents of Prince George’s County. We here in Prince George's
County have to import other technological people to come in because we do not have educational
technology training in its entirety. I am also a product of the Hyattsville public school system. This too has
given me a first-hand look at the education system in Hyattsville. I have seen that many of our young
people are left behind and do not have solid foundations in science and math. We need to tackle these
types of issues to better our community. I am a mother and I have a young daughter and I want to make
sure that the structure and community resources are available for her and her peers from preschool to
college. The sense of responsibility and urgency is what calls me to serve. I believe this is what calls me
to serve the people of Prince George’s county. In the 21st century, the transmission of information
outpaces the rate at which education policy is developed. The mandate to meet these needs is not
moving as fast. I think it is our responsibility as people of this Hyattsville community to look at our
condition and our situation and to further position ourselves for the future. I have desired to awaken in us
all of the opportunities for preparing the next generation with a foundational education. Dr. Charlene Duke
the President of Prince George’s Community College believes education is a major social justice issue
and stated, “We can’t talk about a great economy if we cannot talk about education and what that does to
support that. We cannot talk about a talented workforce if we cannot talk about how education supports
that.” Education supports the economy. We need to take a stronger look at our preschool system, I think
the kindergarten may be too late to start but we should be looking at earlier opportunities and growth for
our babies and toddlers. Dr. Alivn Thornton, Chair of the Board of Education for Prince George’s County,
is a member of the Kirwan Commission. As a result of that commission, Maryland recently approved a 10-
year education plan that includes full-day prekindergarten for low-income families to provide a foundation
in academics to prepare the future children in our community. The purpose of the bill is to improve
education access for all Marylanders pre-k-12. I want to continue to foster the programs implemented
already in Hyattsville, while also bringing back vocational training in the same vein as the great Mary
Mcleod Bethune when she founded schools. I think technical and vocational education should be stressed
because there needs to be more on the job training and one should be able to better themselves either
through college or technical schools. I think that a committee such as this should find ways to make this
happen, with budgeted legislation. Education should be an opportunity for all whether we are challenged
or not. I am fascinated by the educational structure of Gallaudet in Washington, DC where challenges do
not prohibit people from being educated. Also, I admire Freeman A Hrabowski III the President of the
University of Maryland Baltimore County, not only because it is my alma mater, but because he
implemented the UMBC’S SUCCESS program. This program offered opportunities for adults with
intellectual disabilities to have a chance to attend college in an inclusive environment. The program taught
individuals independence and job skills. After completing the program they were able to retain a job. I do
understand that a degreed person is important however education should not only include the degreed
but also the non-degreed. I would like the opportunity to be on the education committee because I have
always been interested in education, it is the road map to greater opportunities for oneself. I am writing
this letter to express my interest in serving on the Education Advisory Committee. I want to be able to
serve the residents of Hyattsville and develop solutions and implement programs that affect the children
being raised in Hyattsville and future children. Wilkins, Tracee. “Prince George's Will Need $360M to Fund
Education Equity Plan.” NBC4 Washington, NBC4 Washington, 13 Jan. 2020,
www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/prince-georges-must-find-360m-to-fund-education-equity-
plan/2198919/.

Michelle Thornton Page 2 of 2
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Submit Date: May 21, 2019

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

City of Hyattsville

Board, Committee and Commission Application

Profile

To find your City Ward, click on this link! http://www.hyattsville.org/538/Residency-Verification-
Page 

*

 Ward 5 

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Education Advisory Committee: Submitted 

Referred By:

Mirna Flores

Please provide a brief background statement including why you want to serve on a
committee. This statement may be posted on the City's website.

Me gustaria ayudar en la Educacion de la ciudad de Hyattsville para que pueda tener muchos exitos y
avances educativos y puedan ser beneficiadas nuestros vecindarios .

Candida Garcia

Candida Garcia Page 1 of 1
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-270-FY20 3/16/2020 10.b

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Appointment

Item Title:
Appointment to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council appoint Micah Morgan (Ward 5) to the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory
Committee for a term of 2 years to expire on March 16, 2022.

Summary Background:
See attached application.

Next Steps:
Upon appointment, the staff liaison will reach out to the appointee to inform them of their appointment. Please note all
meetings of the Committee are open to the public.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support

Community Engagement:
Agendas for the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Task Force will be posted on the City’s website. Meetings are open to
the public and all are encouraged to attend.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance
Action 1.1 - Provide information and opportunities for resident participation in civic endeavors.

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 1
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Submit Date: Mar 06, 2020

First Name Last Name

Email Address

Street Address Suite or Apt

City State Postal Code

Primary Phone Alternate Phone

City of Hyattsville

Board, Committee and Commission Application

Profile

To find your City Ward, click on this link! http://www.hyattsville.org/538/Residency-Verification-
Page 

*

 Ward 5 

Which Boards would you like to apply for?

Health, Wellness and Recreation Advisory Committee: Submitted 

Referred By:

Please provide a brief background statement including why you want to serve on a
committee. This statement may be posted on the City's website.

I believe the factors dictating health, wellness, and recreation are backbones to a quality life in any
community. I'm grateful to be once again living in Ward 5 where I was born, and I look forward to using
my skills as an artist, software developer, and communications specialist to help my community thrive. I'm
a consultant working as the digital marketing subject matter expert at the Future is Health Campaign.

Micah Morgan

Micah Morgan Page 1 of 1
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-255-FY20 3/16/2020 11.a

Submitted by: Jim Chandler
Submitting Department: Community & Economic Development
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Resolution 2020-04:  State of Maryland Enterprise Zone Program Re-Designation

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council introduce and adopt Resolution 2020-04, a resolution of the Mayor and City Council
of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, supporting the re-designating of the State of Maryland Enterprise Zone program
which provides County and municipal real property, and County and municipal business personal property tax credits
that could be instrumental in attracting new business investment to communities that have been targeted for
revitalization (INTRODUCTION & ADOPTION).

Summary Background:
The Enterprise Zone is a State designation that provides 10-year tax credit incentives for businesses to locate and expand
within the Zone. Enterprise Zone benefits provide 1O year Real Property Tax Credit for increases to real property
assessment resulting from qualified new construction or improvement to real property. 80% tax credit in the first 5 years
and 70% to 30% tax credit in the next 5 years. State Income Tax Credits are also provided for disadvantaged employees
($6,000) and non-disadvantaged employees ($1,000). Businesses located in an Enterprise Zone Focus Area will receive a
credit for 80% of the property tax on the eligible assessment for each of the 10 years.

The Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation has been designated to administer Enterprise Zone
applications for the State of Maryland. A resolution by the local governing body is required to be included with the
application materials submitted to the State of Maryland.

Next Steps:
A signed resolution will be submitted to the Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation for its
application to the State of Maryland.

Fiscal Impact:
Businesses located in an Enterprise Zone Focus Area will receive a credit for 80% of the property tax on the eligible
assessment for each of the 10 years, consistent with the terms of the previous EZ credit.

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support.

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 2 - Ensure the Long-Term Economic Viability of the City

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 2
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File #: HCC-255-FY20 3/16/2020 11.a

Legal Review Required?
Complete
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February 28, 2020 
 

The Hon. Candace Hollingsworth, 

Mayor of Hyattsville 

4310 Gallatin St 

Hyattsville, Maryland 20781 

 
Dear Mayor Hollingsworth: 

 
Prince George' s County is submitting an application to re-designate the Enterprise Zone 

and Focus Areas, and the Prince George ' s County Economic Development Corporation 

(EDC) is coordinating the application process. As such, the EDC will need each affected 

municipality to submit a signed resolution concurring with the new designation by March 

13, 2020. 

 
The Enterprise Zone is a State designation that provides 10-year tax credit incentives for 

businesses to locate and expand within the Zone. The Focus Areas are locations within 

the Enterprise Zone that offer even more valuable tax credit incentives for businesses. 

The enclosed summary explains the incentives for the regular Enterprise Zone and the 

Focus Areas. 

 
The re-designation of the Enterprise Zone is for 10 years, and the re-designation of the 

Focus Areas is for five years. A part of your municipality is in the current Enterprise 

Zone or Focus Area, and the County may wish to include part of your municipality in the 

application for re­designation of the Enterprise Zone. The inclusion of any part of a 

municipality in the Enterprise Zone requires a resolution of support from the 

municipality. 

 
Please see the enclosed map that identifies the part of your town inside the current 

Enterprise Zone. The new proposed Enterprise Zone that the County Council will 

discuss, approve, and submit to the State may be similar (or identical) in terms of the 

areas identified within the municipalities. Enterprise Zone and Focus Areas that are no 

longer eligible for the designation will automatically become an Enterprise Zone. Only 

commercial properties are eligible for the program. 

 
The Enterprise Zone program provides businesses and property owners tax incentives to 

encourage investment and employment in certain areas. By passing the resolution of 

support, the municipality agrees to provide the company the same tax credits that the 

County provides. 
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How is the Real Property Tax Credit Applied? 

 

Businesses located in an Enterprise Zone Focus Area will receive a credit for 80% of the 

property tax on the eligible assessment for each of the 10 years.  
 

I have enclosed a brochure of the program and a sample resolution. Please review these 

items and the map provided and send a copy of the resolution approved by your council 

before March 13, 2020. Your immediate response is much appreciated, as State deadline 

is rapidly approaching. Please contact Andre Plummer (301-883-5067; 

applummer@co.pg.md.us) if you have any questions. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 

 

 

Ebony Stocks 

Vice President 

Prince George's Economic Development Corporation 

 
 

Enclosures: Enterprise Zone brochure 

Sample Resolution 

Map 

 

Cc: David Iannucci, President/CEO of PGCEDC 

Ola Hill, Municipal Liaison, Prince George's County Executive  

Lori Valentine, V.P. of Policy & Public Affairs PGCEDC 

 

 

 

1801 MCCORMICK  DR SUITE 35,0,  ·  LARGO , MARYLAND 20774 1'   301-583-4650 ,., 

WWW.PGCEDC.COM 
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EZ Real Property Tax Credit 
Yr/Yr
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CITY OF HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND 1 

 2 

RESOLUTION 2020–04 3 

 4 

A Resolution of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland to support Prince 5 

George’s County’s application for re-designation of its Enterprise Zone 6 

Program, which is in part comprised of three geographical areas 7 

located in the City, namely: the Gateway Arts and Entertainment 8 

District, the West Hyattsville Transit District Overlay Zone, and the 9 

University Town Center. 10 

 11 
 WHEREAS, Prince George’s County’s Enterprise Zone Program, hereinafter referred to 12 

as “the Program,” offers state and local incentives to encourage the expansion of existing 13 

businesses and to attract new business investment and jobs; and 14 

 WHEREAS, the Program is administered by Prince George’s County’s Economic 15 

Development Corporation; and  16 

 WHEREAS, the Program is comprised in part of three (3) geographical areas located in 17 

the City, namely: the Gateway Arts and Entertainment District, the West Hyattsville Transit 18 

District Overlay Zone, and the University Town Center; and   19 

 WHEREAS, the City believes the Program to be a vehicle of economic development for 20 

the City and for Prince George’s County; and  21 

 WHEREAS, the City concurs with Prince George’s County’s Economic Development 22 

Corporation that re-designation of the Program would provide county and municipal tax credits 23 

that could be instrumental in attracting new business investment to communities that have been 24 

targeted for revitalization; and 25 

 WHEREAS, Maryland Code, Section 5–703(a)(2) of the Economic Development Article 26 

provides that a Maryland county may apply to the Secretary of Maryland’s Department of 27 

Commerce to designate an enterprise zone on behalf of a municipal corporation; and 28 
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WHEREAS, Maryland Regulation, Title 24, Subtitle 5, Chapter 1.09 provides that a 1 

Maryland county may apply to the Secretary of Maryland’s Department of Commerce to re-2 

designate an enterprise zone on behalf of a municipal corporation. 3 

  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Hyattsville, Maryland, 4 

hereby supports Prince George’s County’s application to the Secretary of Maryland’s Department 5 

of Commerce to re-designate said county’s Enterprise Zone Program. 6 

 INTRODUCED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland at a 7 

regular meeting on March 13, 2020, at which meeting copies were available to the public for 8 

inspection, and at which time a public hearing took place. 9 

 ADOPTED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of Hyattsville, Maryland at a 10 

regular meeting on March 13, 2020, at which meeting copies were available to the public for 11 

inspection. 12 

 

 ATTEST/WITNESS:     City of Hyattsville, Maryland 

 

 

 

 

 _________________________   _________________________ 

 Date       Laura Reams 

        City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 APPROVED:      City of Hyattsville, Maryland 

 

 

 

 

 _________________________   _________________________ 

 Date       Candace B. Hollingsworth 

        Mayor 
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The Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation | 1801 McCormick Drive, Maryland 20774 
Phone: 301-583-4650 | Fax: 301-772-8540 | Email: info@pgcedc.com  | Website: https://www.pgcedc.com/enterprise-zone-program

The Enterprise Zone is an area of a county, city or town in which state and local 
incentives are offered to encourage the expansion of existing businesses and the 
attraction of new business investment and jobs. The County’s Enterprise Zone program 
is administered by the Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation.

THE PRINCE GEORGE’S 
COUNTY ENTERPRISE 
ZONE PROGRAM

APPLICATION PROCESS
Step 1: Business completes the EZ Certification form and 
submits it to the Prince George’s County EDC.

Step 2: The EZ Administrator will review the application and 
send certification letters to the applicant, the County Office of 
Finance, and the Tax Incentives Group at MD Commerce.

Step 3a: For Real Property Tax Credit: The State will 
revise the eligible assessment after the improvements are 
done. The County will calculate the credit based on the 
revised assessment and send a letter to the property owner 
indicating the credit amount.

Step 3b: For State Income Tax Credit: Simply fill out the
Maryland Tax Form 500 CR and include it with your state in-
come tax return. Also include certification you have received 
if you have hired ‘economically disadvantaged employees:

Step 3c: For Business Personal Property Tax: A personal 
property tax return must be filed by April 15th. After the 
property is assessed, the business may take the credit against 
applicable county or municipal personal property tax liability.
For more information, please read the Enterprise Zone 
Application Guide, available on our website at 
www.pgcedc.com/enterprise-zone-program.

ENTERPRISE ZONE BENEFITS
State Income Tax Credit over a three year period

Disadvantaged Employee: $6,000/employee 
Non-disadvantaged Employee : $1,000/employee

Prince George’s County Real 
Property Tax Credit
1O year Real Property Tax Credit for increases to real 
property assessment resulting from qualified new 
construction or improvement to real property. 80% tax 
credit in the first 5 years and 70% to 30% tax credit in 
the next 5 years.

FOCUS AREA BENEFITS
State Income Tax Credit over a three year period

Disadvantaged Employee: $9,000/employee  
Non-disadvantaged Employee: $1,500/employee

Prince George’s County Real 
Property Tax Credit
1O year 80% Real Property Tax Credit for increases to 
real property assessment resulting from qualified new 
construction or improvements.

Business Personal Property Tax Credit
1O year Business Personal Property Tax Credit for 
80% of the amount of tax otherwise due on new 
(or transferred from out-of-state) qualified business 
personal property.

Mail / Fax / Email the completed application to: 
The Prince George’s County Economic Development Corporation 
1801 McCormick Drive Upper Marlboro, Maryland 20774

Phone: 301-583-4650 | Fax: 301-772-8540 
Email: info@pgcedc.com  
Website: https://www.pgcedc.com/enterprise-zone-program
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-256-FY20 3/16/2020 11.b

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: Community Services
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
2020 Anniversary Carnival Contract: Snyder Amusements

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to negotiate a contract with Snyder Amusements to

provide carnival services for the 2020 City Anniversary Carnival, upon the review and approval of the City Attorney for

legal sufficiency.

Summary Background:
The City’s 134th Anniversary will be celebrated this spring and staff seeks authorization to contract with Snyder

Amusements for carnival services, including rides, games, and food vendors. This is the same company the City worked

with last year and they provided a high-quality carnival. The company has offered the same contract terms as the City

has received in past years.

The City does not pay for carnival services. Rather the carnival company compensates the City for the opportunity. For

accounting purposes, we will record all the revenue generated at the Carnival, as well as the percentage retained by the

City.

The City earns the following:
* 20% of ride gross for ticket sales
* 10% of sales from food stands
* $25 per game booth

Next Steps:
Authorization to negotiate an agreement with Snyder Amusements.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval.

Community Engagement:
The City Carnival is scheduled for April 23-26.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 3 - Promote a Safe and Vibrant Community

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 2
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File #: HCC-256-FY20 3/16/2020 11.b

Legal Review Required?
Pending
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                  SNYDER’S AMUSEMENTS
3435 Sportsman Road
Greencastle, Pa 17225

Phone: 717-597-4871 Fax: 717-597-5024 Cell: 301-998-4871
AGREEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT, made and entered into this __, day of ____ A.D. 2020, by and between the above named, 
herein after referred to as the party of the first part, and the organization the City of Hyattsville (COH) herein 
after referred to as the party of the second part.

Both parties hereby acknowledge & mutually agree to as follows:

1. The party of the first part agrees to present their Amusement Rides, & Concessions, in the City of 
Hyattsville in the state of Maryland for a period of 4 days & nights.  Commencing, April 23rd & ending 
April 26th, 2020 both dates inclusive.

2. The party of the second part agrees to furnish all licenses & permits that may be required by law to 
operate for the period above stated within the municipality hosting said event.

3. The party of the second part further agrees to furnish water, public restroom facility, police protection, 
electric for trailers & suitable location of grounds known as Magruder Park & located at 3939 Hamilton 
Street Hyattsville, Maryland.  Party of the _first part_ agrees to furnish electric current for operating 
hours.

4. Party of the first part shall operate all rides, shows & concessions exclusively, unless otherwise stated 
herein during the life of this contract.

5. Party of the Second Part to furnish all ticket sellers

6. Party of the first part to have free space for concession trailers & exclusive selling rights on Popcorn, 
Caramel Corn, Cotton Candy, Candy & Caramel Apples, and Funnel Cakes without exceptions by the 
party of the first part.  The party of the second part agrees to prohibit the sale on part of the grounds the 
items listed in this paragraph by anyone except the party of the first part.

7. Terms:

- Hours of operation and Pay one price (pop) pricing will be as follows:
Thursday April 23, 5-9 p.m. $20 pop, Friday April 24, 5-10 p.m. $22 pop, Saturday April 25, $25 pop, 
and Sunday April 26, 12-5 p.m. $20 pop.  Tickets will be $1.25 each or 20 for $20 or 40 for $38
-We will be equipped to take credit cards as well as cash at the ticket booth windows.
-After 10% is deducted for amusement tax, Snyder’s will receive 80% and COH shall receive 20% of 
the gross ride ticket sales.
-Snyder’s will pay to COH $25 per game concession and 10% from the food concessions operated at the 
event
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8. First party shall police carnival area for debris nightly, but is not responsible for final cleanup of 
grounds. However, we shall make every effort to leave the property in the condition it was found in or 
better.

9. Second party further agrees to use their influence to prevent other like attractions from exhibiting in or 
near city until after termination of this agreement.

10. Both parties agree that in case of accident or delay, strikes, labor or cancellation of insurance, fire, flood, 
cyclone, epidemics, or state ride inspection, and any other unforeseen occurrences over which the party 
of the first part has no control, the party of the first part is not held for damages by the party of the 
second.

11. The party of the first part agrees to furnish a certificate of insurance, showing evidence of protection 
against personal injury due to any fault or negligence on the part of the party of the first part.

12. Both parties mutually agree that this contract cannot be cancelled or extended due to the reason of 
inclement weather, unless agreed upon by both parties.

13. The first party will settle up on all ticket sales nightly with the second party.

In witness whereof the parties hereto set their hands and seals in the city of ___________ the state of Maryland.
This the _   _ day of            _ A.D., 20___, by the duly authorized personnel of the parties hereto.

ORGANIZATION SNYDER’S AMUSEMENTS INC

By________________________________   By ____________________________________

Party of second part  Party of the first part

COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN
NAME_________________________
ADDRESS______________________
CITY__________________________
PHONE________________________
EMAIL_________________________

WEBSITE: SNYDERSAMUSEMENTS.COM

76



City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-273-FY20 3/16/2020 11.c

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Cancel Budget Work Session of March 25, 2020

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council cancel the Council Budget Work Session scheduled for Wednesday, March 25, 2020.

Summary Background:
Staff recommends cancelling the Budget Work Session scheduled for March 25.

An updated Budget schedule is listed below.

This year, the departmental budget presentations will occur on Saturday, April 18 from 10 AM to 2 PM. The City will offer
childcare in the Prangely Room for the duration of the meeting. The agenda will be structured so residents can attend
the presentations they are most interested in hearing and will allow time for a lunch break. The City hopes the Saturday
meeting will allow more residents to participate in the budget process.

Revised FY-21 Budget Schedule

· Wednesday, March 25 Work Session - CANCELLED

· Monday, April 6, 8 PM - Presentation - Introduction & Overview of Draft FY21 Budget

· Saturday, April 18, 10 AM - 2 PM - Council Budget Work Session - FY21 Departmental Budget Review

· Monday, April 27 - Deadline for Council Budget Amendments

· Monday, May 4 - 7:30 PM - Public Hearing on FY21 Real Property Tax Rate

· Monday, May 4 - 8 PM - Discussion on Council Budget Amendments

· Monday, May 18 - Introduction/First Reading - FY21 Budget

· Monday, June 1 - Adoption of FY21 Budget

Next Steps:
The City will publish notice of the meeting cancellation and the revised schedule.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Support.

Community Engagement:

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/13/2020Page 1 of 2
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File #: HCC-273-FY20 3/16/2020 11.c

Notice of the meeting cancellation and revised scheduled will be shared on all City communication mediums.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-253-FY20 3/16/2020 12.a

Submitted by: Jim Chandler
Submitting Department: Community & Economic Development
Agenda Section: Action

Item Title:
Zoning Variance Request V-2-20 - 3900 Jefferson Street, Hyattsville

Suggested Action:
I move that the City Council authorize the Mayor to send correspondence to the Prince George's County Board of Zoning
Appeals stating the City of Hyattsville's support for Variance Request V-2-20, a request of 11 feet front building line
width, 3 feet front street line width, 5 feet front yard depth, and 7% net lot coverage for subject property located at
3900 Jefferson Street, Hyattsville.

Summary Background:
The applicant, 6Fifty Realty Group, has applied to the Prince George’s County Board of Zoning Appeals for a zoning

variance to validate existing conditions (front yard building line, lot width-building, and lot width-street) and obtain a

building permit for a proposed two-story dwelling with basement, two-car garage, balcony and deck on a R-55 zone

(One-Family Detached Residential) property. Specific violations of the Zoning Ordinance are outlined below:

· Section 27-442(d)(Table III) prescribes that each lot shall have a minimum width of 65 feet measured
along the front building line and 45 feet measured along the front street line.

· Section 27-442(e)(Table IV) prescribes that each lot shall have a front yard at least 25 feet in depth.

· Section 27-442(c)(Table II) prescribes that not more than 30% of the net lot area shall be covered by
buildings and off-street parking.

Variances of 11 feet front building line width, 3 feet front street line width, 5 feet front yard depth, and 7% net lot

coverage are requested.

Next Steps:
No additional action is required.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend support of V-2-20, consistent with the City’s Variance Policy.

Community Engagement:
The Prince George’s County Board of Zoning Appeals has scheduled a public hearing on March 25, 2020 to consider this
variance request.  The applicant requested, and was granted, a continuance in order for the City Council to comment on
this application.
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File #: HCC-253-FY20 3/16/2020 12.a

Strategic Goals:
Goal 3 - Promote a Safe and Vibrant Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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Memo 
To:  Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator and Director, Community & Economic 

Development 

From:  Kate Powers, City Planner  

CC:  Tracey Nicholson, City Administrator 

Date:  March 6, 2020 

Re:  Zoning Variance Request V-2-20 – 3900 Jefferson Street, Hyattsville 

Attachments:  Application for Variance (Appeal No. V-2-20) 
City of Hyattsville Variance Policy 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide the Director of Community & Economic Development with 
a briefing on the Zoning Variance request V-2-20, for the property located at 3900 Jefferson Street, 
Hyattsville 20781. 
 
Summary of Variance Conditions: 
The applicant, 6Fifty Realty Group, has applied to the Prince George’s County Board of Zoning Appeals for a 
zoning variance to validate existing conditions (front yard building line, lot width-building, and lot width-
street) and obtain a building permit for a proposed two-story dwelling with basement, two-car garage, 
balcony and deck on a R-55 zone (One-Family Detached Residential) property. Specific violations of the 
Zoning Ordinance are outlined below: 

• Section 27-442(d)(Table III) prescribes that each lot shall have a minimum width of 65 feet 
measured along the front building line and 45 feet measured along the front street line. 

• Section 27-442(e)(Table IV) prescribes that each lot shall have a front yard at least 25 feet in 
depth. 

• Section 27-442(c)(Table II) prescribes that not more than 30% of the net lot area shall be 
covered by buildings and off-street parking. 

 
Variances of 11 feet front building line width, 3 feet front street line width, 5 feet front yard depth, and 7% 
net lot coverage are requested.  
 
The property resides in a R-55 (One-Family Detached Residential) Property Zone. It is within the Gateway 
Arts Development District Overlay and part of the Traditional Residential Neighborhood Character Area. 
The subject property is located within Residential Parking Zone 13. The applicant, K.J. Hughes, currently lives 
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in the Hyattsville Arts District and is proposing a new construction single-family two-story house with 
basement, two-car garage, balcony and deck on the subject property. This will be the applicant’s new 
primary residence. The home and access to the first floor is specifically designed to accommodate Mr. 
Hughes’ daughter, who is disabled. The driveway and garage have been designed to be handicap accessible 
and provide safe access to the home. 
 
Recommendation:  
Staff recommends the City Council support the applicant’s variance requests of 11 feet front building line 
width, 3 feet front street line width, 5 feet front yard depth, and 7% net lot coverage. 

 
The applicant requires these variances due to both the unique lot shape and pre-existing building 
constraints. The subject property is a corner lot fronting both Jefferson and 39th Avenue, with the narrowest 
part of the lot facing Jefferson and the widest part of the lot facing 39th Street. The front lot line of the 
property front Jefferson Street, the narrowest side of the lot. In addition, the subject property contains two 
pre-existing easements, a sewer easement and a WSSC easement, both running northeast to southwest 
through the site. The sewer easement runs through the front lot line, while the WSSC easement runs 
through the middle of the site. They can be seen in blue on the image below. 

 
Staff recommends the City Council support the applicant’s variance request of 3 feet front street line width 
as there is no feasible way for the applicant to add frontage to this lot. Also, Staff recommends the City 
Council support the applicant’s variance requests of 11 feet front building line width and 5 feet front yard 
depth because the building cannot be moved further back (north) on the site due to the restriction of the 
WSSC easement to the north. 
 
Staff recommends the City Council support the applicant’s variance request of 7% net lot coverage as the 
applicant will mitigated any potential stormwater issues associated with the increase net lot coverage by 
using permeable materials for both the proposed driveway and patio. 
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March 12, 2020 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I apologize for my absence in these proceedings.  I wanted to share some brief information on 
my family and our plans for 3900 Jefferson Street. 
 
I moved to EYA Arts District Hyattsville West neighborhood in 2007—one of the first 3 lots sold.  
Over the past 13 years, I’ve become a husband and a father of two daughters.  My wife, Ashley 
teaches kindergarten in Washington, DC.  My daughters, Knox (4) and Harlow (3) love Magruder 
park—one of the reasons we choose this site for our forever home. 
 
We have the choice of making our home anywhere in the DC metro region.   
Our family loves Hyattsville.  Our unique family dynamic makes building a home versus buying, 
a priority.  Our daughter, Knox, was born dangerously premature.  As a result of her 
prematurity, she was diagnosed with severe Cerebral Palsy. Knox is completely immobile.  As 
much as we love Arts District, the row home style and the 4 flights of stairs no longer fit our 
family’s needs.  Not to mention the inaccessibility of parking (nurses, therapists, doctors who 
visit our home weekly) and handicap accommodations.   
 
We have endured several setbacks with our plans to build on the 3900 Jefferson site.  Our 
intention was to build a 1 story home, completely accessible for Knox.  Part way through the 
design process we learned of the easement issues that made it impossible.  After months more 
of redesign we came up with a concept that allowed Knox and the army of caregivers and 
therapists the flexibility and safety that would make our daughters quality of life much better.   
 
I hope you’re able to take a look at the due diligence that was done and consider my variance 
request with all of our family needs.   
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Best, 
 
 
 
Kibwe J. Hughes 
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-252-FY20 3/16/2020 12.b

Submitted by: Danny Schaible
Submitting Department: Legislative
Agenda Section: Action

Item Title:
Backyard Chicken Act

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council direct the City Attorney to draft an ordinance amending Chapter 52 of the Hyattsville
Charter and Code to amend section §52-10 by striking the inclusion of “domestic fowl” and “poultry and game birds”
from the list of prohibited animals. Roosters will remain on the list of prohibited animals in the Code.

Summary Background:
This modification will eliminate the City prohibition on raising chickens in Hyattsville. Chicken raising is an enjoyable
recreational activity that provides a healthy food source, high-quality fertilizer, fosters community building, and, with
proper regulations, does not result in unsanitary or noisy conditions. Many jurisdictions allow responsible chicken
raising, including our neighbors in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Howard, and Montgomery Counties, and nearby
municipalities like Annapolis, Baltimore, and Rockville. NOTE: The Prince George's County Ordinance that restricts raising
chickens, Section 27-441, will remain in effect, so raising chickens in Hyattsville will remain prohibited by County
Ordinance.

Next Steps:
The City Attorney and Director of Community and Economic Development will draft the ordinance for discussion and
action by the Mayor and Council. If the motion passes, Hyattsville will write a letter to the Prince George’s County
Council, informing them of the change to our municipal code, and requesting that Section 27-441 be modified to allow
for responsible chicken raising within Prince George’s County. The City should tie this request to the recent County Code
change to support urban farming within Prince George’s County.

An initial discussion was held on January 21, 2020, with follow up Council discussion on March 2, 2020.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
The Community & Economic Development staff met with Councilman Schaible to discuss the intent of the motion. The
elimination of the “domestic fowl” and “poultry and game birds” language will result in the City Code Compliance staff
no longer enforcing this as a City violation. Incidents may still be referred to Prince George's County Department of
Permits, Licensing and Inspections (DPIE) and it would be incumbent upon Prince George's County to enforce any
“domestic fowl”, and “poultry and game birds' violations of County Code if the County does not agree to a modification.

Community Engagement:
The draft ordinance will be scheduled for Council discussion/action at a future Council Meeting.
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File #: HCC-252-FY20 3/16/2020 12.b

Strategic Goals:
Goal 3 - Promote a Safe and Vibrant Community

Legal Review Required?
Pending
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-274-FY20 3/16/2020 14.a

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Community Notices and Meetings

Item Title:
Main City Calendar: March 17 - April 6, 2020

Suggested Action:
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Main City Calendar: March 17– April 6, 2020 

 
City Calendar: March 17 – April 6, 2020 
 
City Council Meeting: FY-21 Budget Introduction 
April 6, 2020, 8:00 PM - 10:00 PM, City Municipal Building (3rd Floor Council Chambers) 
 
City Council meetings will continue as scheduled and will remain open to the public; however, residents 
are encouraged to use electronic methods to submit public comment and view meetings on cable 
television or web stream. For more information visit: www.hyattsville.org/meetings 
 
The following weekly program offerings and City events are canceled through Saturday, April 4, 2020: 
 

• Boards and Committee Meetings 

• Teen Tutoring and Mentoring 

• Ageless Grace Exercise Classes 

• Community Yoga 

• Senior Bus Trips 

• Police Ride-Alongs 

• Coffee with a Cop (previously scheduled for Thursday, March 19th) 

• Invasive Plant Removals (previously scheduled for Saturday, March 21st) 

• Ward 1 Check-in (previously scheduled for Wednesday, March 25th) 

• Ward 2 Community Wellness Walk (previously scheduled for Wednesday, March 25th) 

• Pancake Breakfast and Easter Egg Hunt (previously scheduled for Saturday, April 4th) 
 
The following City events are postponed until an alternate date to be determined: 
 

• Hyattsville 2020 Census Day 
Previously scheduled for April 4, 2020 

• Arbor Day at McClanahan 
Previously scheduled for April 5, 2020 

 
The following services will be suspended or limited through April 4, 2020: 
 

• Notary and Fingerprint Services 

• Licensing and Permitting 

• Call-a-Bus for Seniors Transportation Services will continue for essential trips only such as medical 
appointments and grocery store trips. 

 
The following services and activities will continue as scheduled: 
 

• Police patrols and emergency response 

• Solid waste, recycling, and compost collections 

• Parking enforcement 
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