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City Council Agenda Regular Meeting March 15, 2021

WELCOME TO THE CITY OF HYATTSVILLE CITY COUNCIL MEETING! 
Your participation at this public meeting is valued and appreciated.

AGENDA/PACKET: The Agenda/Packet is available for review at the Hyattsville Municipal Building and 
online at www.hyattsville.org prior to the scheduled meeting (generally available no later than the 
Friday prior to the scheduled Monday meeting). Please note, times given for agenda items are 
estimates only. Matters other than those indicated on the agenda may also be considered at Council 
discretion. 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITY ACT: In compliance with the ADA, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting or other services in conjunction with this meeting, please contact the City 
Clerk’s Office at (301) 985-5009. Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting will enable the City to 
make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting.  

AUDIBLE DEVICES: Please ensure all audible devices are turned off or otherwise not audible when the 
City Council is in session. Thank you.

PUBLIC INPUT: If you wish to address the Council during the Public Comment period, please submit an 
Audience Participation Form to the City Clerk prior to the beginning of the meeting. Matters identified 
during Public Comment that are not on that meeting’s agenda will be referred to staff for follow-up or 
considered on a future agenda. Issues that require a response will be addressed publicly at the next 
regular Council meeting. Speakers are requested to keep their comments to no more than two (2) 
minutes per speaker. Written comments or supporting documents may be turned in to the City Clerk 
for distribution to the Mayor and Council. 

WAYS TO WATCH THE MEETING LIVE: City Council meetings are broadcast live on cable television 
channel 71 (Comcast) and channel 12 (Verizon). You may also view meetings live online at 
hyattsville-md.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?camera_id=2

REPLAY SCHEDULE: The meetings will be re-broadcast on cable television, channel 71 (Comcast) and 
channel 12 (Verizon) daily at 7:00 a.m., 1 p.m., and 8 p.m. Meetings are also able for replay online at 
www.hyattsville.org/meetings.

CITY INFORMATION: Sign up to receive text and email notifications about Hyattsville events, 
government, police and programs at www.hyattsville.org/list.aspx

INCLEMENT WEATHER: In the event of inclement weather, please call 301-985-5000 to confirm the 
status of the Council meeting.
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Meeting Notice:
As we continue to take precautions due to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic, the Hyattsville City 
Council will hold its meeting on Monday, March 15, 2021 remotely via video conference. The Council 
meeting will be conducted entirely remotely; there will be no in-person meeting attendance. 

The meeting will be broadcast live on cable television channel 71 (Comcast), channel 12 (Verizon), and 
available via live stream at www.hyattsville.org/meetings. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
Public comment may be made using the e-comment feature at www.hyattsville.org/meetings or by 
emailing cityclerk@hyattsville.org. All electronic comments must be submitted by 5 PM on March 15, 
2021. Comments received will be read by City staff during the public comment portion of the meeting.

Members of the public who wish to attend the virtual Council meeting must register in advance using 
the link below.

https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_aWqLgmGCQXKm-B5gA5bFcA

1. Call to Order and Council Roll Call

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag

3. Approval of Agenda

4. Approval of the Minutes

4.a) Approval of the Minutes HCC-260-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council approve the City Council meeting minutes of February 16, 
2021 and the Public Hearing minutes of March 1, 2021.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Minutes Feb 16 FINAL

Minutes Mar 1 2021 PH FINAL

5. Public Comment (7:10 p.m. – 7:20 p.m.) Complete Speaker Card, Limit 2 minutes per speaker

6. City Administrator Update (7:20 p.m. - 7:35 p.m.)

7. Presentations (7:35 p.m. - 7:55 p.m.)
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7.a) Presentation of the 2021 Election Candidates HCC-259-FY21

For Presentation

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

7.b) Magruder Park Renaming - Presentation HCC-256-FY21

Presentation

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Community Services

Attachments: Park Name Slides

Recommendations Memo Renaming Magruder Park updated 2 11 21

8. Consent Items (7:55 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.)

8.a) DPW New Construction - Outfitting of New Vehicle Maintenance Bays HCC-250-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to purchase equipment for 
the outfitting of the new DPW facility vehicle maintenance bays from Liftnow for an amount 
not to exceed $160,000.00. Liftnow was selected because they are a member of the Sourcewell 
Cooperative Purchasing agreement and can provide both turnkey sales & installation, as well as 
ongoing maintenance.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

Attachments: Hyattsville Exhaust System Quote Through Sourcewell

Hyattsville Equipment Portion - Quote through Sourcewell

Hyattsville Lube Parts Final

Hyattsville Air and Lube Systems
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8.b) Nicholson Street Tree Planting Pilot Project HCC-251-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council Authorize an expenditure not to exceed $70,000 to 
Stormwater Management, LLC (SMC) for the installation of Silva Cells and Street trees on the 
3100 block of Nicholson Street under their existing contract.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

Attachments: 2021 02 23 SMC ES-21-054 - Nicholson Street Improvements 
Construction Phase I, II and III (1) (1)

8.c) Award of Building Cleaning Contract HCC-252-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into an agreement 
with Sentral Services for cleaning of City buildings and authorize an expenditure not to exceed 
$100,000 per year for the life of contract, pending review of the City Attorney.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

Attachments: 210201 - RFP 20-001 - Sentral Services proposal

8.d) Award of Landscape Maintenance Contract HCC-253-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into a contract 
with Professional Lawn Maintenance Service (PLMS) to provide landscape maintenance in 
response to a request for proposal, and authorize an expenditure not to exceed $72,000 for the 
first year of the contract pending review of the City Attorney.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

Attachments: Landscaping Maintenance Attachment (revised)

8.e) Award of Alley Maintenance Contract HCC-254-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into an agreement 
with Professional Lawn Maintenance Service (PLMS) for alley maintenance in response to 
Request for Proposal (RFP) DPW 20-003, for an expenditure not to exceed $30,000.00 pending 
review of the City Attorney.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

Attachments: RFP DPW 20-003 - Alley maintenance - PLMS proposal
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8.f) Extension of current contract with Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson (JMT) HCC-255-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute an extension of 
two (2) years to the current contract with JMT. There are no other changes to the contract at 
this time.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

8.g) Magruder Park Renaming - Schedule Public Hearing HCC-258-FY21

I move the Mayor and Council schedule a Public Hearing on the Magruder Park renaming 
suggestions for April 6, 2021 at 6 PM.

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

9. Action Items (8:00 p.m. - 8:15 p.m.)

9.a) Traffic Calming Decision - Oliver Street HCC-249-FY21

I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator and DPW staff to conduct 
the following tasks: implement temporary traffic calming measures, conduct additional data 
collection, and further evaluate infrastructure to achieve traffic calming/mitigation on Oliver 
Street. 

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: Public Works

10. Discussion Items (8:15 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.)

10.a) Magruder Park Renaming - Discussion HCC-257-FY21

For Discussion

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Park Name Slides

Recommendations Memo Renaming Magruder Park updated 2 11 21

11. Council Dialogue (8:30 p.m. - 8:40 p.m.)

12. Community Notices and Meetings
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12.a) Main City Calendar March 16 - March 24, 2021 HCC-261-FY21

N/A

Sponsors: City Administrator

Department: City Clerk

Attachments: Main City Calendar Mar 16 - Mar 24, 2021 FINAL

13. Motion to Adjourn
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-260-FY21 3/15/2021 4.a)

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Approval of the Minutes

Item Title:
Approval of the Minutes

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council approve the City Council meeting minutes of February 16, 2021 and the Public
Hearing minutes of March 1, 2021.

Summary Background:
Action summaries for Council Meetings are posted to the City website within 48 hours of the meeting. Please see
attached minutes.

Next Steps:
Upon approval, approved minutes will be posted on the City's website.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend approval.

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/12/2021Page 1 of 1
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 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 7:00 PM 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
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 Kevin Ward, W1, Interim Mayor 
Carrianna Suiter, W3, Council Vice President 
Bart Lawrence, W1 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Danny Schaible, W2  
Ben Simasek, W3 
Edouard Haba, W4 
Daniel Peabody, W4 (arrived at 7:08 p.m.) 
Joseph A. Solomon, W5  
Erica Spell Wolf, W5  

 
Absent: 
 

 
None 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
Tracey Douglas, City Administrator 
Jim Chandler, Assistant City Administrator 
Ron Brooks, City Treasurer 
Lesley Riddle, Director of the Department of Public Works 
Laura Reams, City Clerk 
Sean Corcoran, Deputy City Clerk 
Deputy Chief Scott Dunklee, City of Hyattsville Police Department 
Cheri Everhart, Recreation, Programs, and Events Manager 
Vivian Snellman, Director of Human Resources 
Kate Powers, City Planner 

 
Meeting Notice: 
As we continue to take precautions due to the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic, the Hyattsville City 
Council will hold its meeting on Tuesday, February 16, 2021 remotely via video conference. The Council 
meeting will be conducted entirely remotely; there will be no in-person meeting attendance. 
 
The meeting will be broadcast live on cable television channel 71 (Comcast), channel 12 (Verizon), and 
available via live stream at www.hyattsville.org/meetings. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
Public comment may be made using the e-comment feature at www.hyattsville.org/meetings or by 
emailing cityclerk@hyattsville.org. All electronic comments must be submitted by 5:00 PM on February 
16, 2021. Comments received will be read by City staff during the public comment portion of the meeting. 
 
Members of the public who wish to attend the virtual Council meeting must register in advance using the 
link below. 
 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_B1XDTQ-TQUevsLgRj_aB2A 
 
1. Call to Order and Council Roll Call 
 
 Interim Mayor Kevin Ward called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
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2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
3. Moment of Silence 
 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Simasek 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 

 
5. Approval of the Minutes 
 
 5.a) Approval of the Minutes 
 HCC-218-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Minutes Jan 19, 2021 PH FINAL 
  Minutes Jan 19, 2021 CM FINAL 
  Minutes Feb 1 FINAL 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council approve the minutes of the Public Hearing and Council meeting 
 of January 19, 2021 and the Council meeting of February 1, 2021. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Croslin 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 

 
6. Public Comment (7:10 p.m. – 7:20 p.m.) Complete Speaker Card, Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 Deputy City Clerk Sean Corcoran read the public comments submitted electronically. 
 
 Ward 3 resident Chuck Perry addressed the Mayor and Council expressing concern about 
 terminology used by staff during a City Committee meeting which praised the Hyattsville Police 
 Department stating that the position is perceived with inequitable bias.  
 
 Ward 3 resident Chuck Perry addressed the Mayor and Council stating that a majority of City 
 funding goes to the Hyattsville Police Department for safety resources and training and that such 
 funds should be provided to the people and not to aid in additional incarcerations.  
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 Mr. Perry addressed the Mayor and Council associating “duck and cover” with the American Cold 
 War era and relating it to the responsibilities of the Hyattsville Police Department.  
 
 Mr. Perry addressed the Mayor and Council expressing his preference that the City be required to 
 publish its arrests by race, ethnicity, and gender monthly. 
 
 Mr. Perry addressed the Mayor and Council referencing the Maryland Criminal Intelligence 
 Network (MCIN) and promoting that a comparison be made between funding provided for public 
 safety with the results of the Capitol insurrection of January 6, 2021.  
 
 Alexis Chancellor addressed the Mayor and Council expressing concern regarding the ongoing 
 crimes in the City and sought detail regarding its mitigation and oversight.  
 
 Ward 3 resident Jimmy McClellan addressed the Mayor and Council citing a previous conversation 
 held during a Council meeting regarding the construction of the new Hyattsville Middle School 
 (HMS) and endorsed further conversation to assess instituting sustainable products and practices 
 that contribute to an environmentally friendly, sustainable, community.  
 
 Ward 2 resident David Marshall addressed the Mayor and Council through the chat function of 
 the webinar interface expressing opposition to the proposal of a mural painted in the City relating 
 to the COVID-19 pandemic and the regulation of leaf blowers stating that the items were fiscally 
 irresponsible and overregulating.  
 
 Joseph LaHood addressed the Mayor and Council in relation to the St. Joseph’s House for Children 
 agenda item for review that evening. Mr. LaHood relayed that his family had moved to Hyattsville 
 in 2018 and intended to move their childcare facility to the City and provided details about their 
 business. He stated that he was grateful for the opportunity.  
 
7. City Administrator Update (7:20 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.) 
 
 City Administrator Tracey Douglas addressed the Mayor and Council with an update of 
 programming, news, and events in the City of Hyattsville reporting that COVID-19 infection rates 
 had slightly subsided and the Hyattsville vaccination site was active as capacity to distribute the 
 vaccines was adequate, however, supply of the vaccine was insufficient. She noted that 
 discussions had taken place to assess partnerships with pharmacies and other businesses that 
 could potentially distribute the vaccine as well but cautioned that there were many individuals 
 who were seeking and receiving the vaccination before attaining eligibility.   
 
 Ms. Douglas reported that food distribution events in the City would continue each Tuesday and 
 the City had partnered with the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to allow the 
 distribution of fresh produce, proteins, and milk and other dairy products. She added that the City 
 had received 20K diapers from the Greater DC Diaper Bank to be distributed the following Monday 
 and Wednesday and registrations and reporting requirements were mandatory to be an approved 
 recipient.  
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 Administrator Douglas acknowledged an increase in crime nationally and particularly in armed car 
 robbery relaying recommendations to be aware of surroundings, trust instincts, avoid dark or 
 vulnerable areas, be weary of deceptive requests to pull vehicles over, and the best practices to 
 safely deal with a robbery attempt.  
 
 Ms. Douglas announced that bulk trash services would be available beginning on March 3rd and 
 the third Wednesday of each month thereafter. She provided information regarding food drop-
 off stations for composting and stated that the final inspection of the new Department of Public 
 Works (DPW) was nearing, and the project would soon be completed. Ms. Douglas reported that 
 construction on Wells Boulevard would begin in early Spring and communicated that DPW staff 
 and resources were aware and prepared for the incoming inclement weather.  
 
 City Administrator Douglas addressed the Hyattsville City election noting the deadline for 
 candidate registrations, scheduled candidate information sessions, where to find information for 
 candidates and voters and explained that the election would be primarily Vote-by-Mail. She stated 
 that ballots would be mailed to all registered voters in early April and election day was May 11, 
 2021.  
 
 City Clerk Laura Reams introduced a video produced by Video Coordinator Matt Carl which 
 provided awareness and instruction regarding how to pursue and achieve candidacy for elected 
 office in the City.  
 
 Ward 2 Councilmember Robert Croslin inquired as to how to help seniors with mobility 
 challenges in obtaining the COVID-19 vaccines to which Ms. Douglas responded that staff had 
 been working on outreach to seniors in need through many methods including the compilation of 
 phone numbers of senior residents who required specific assistance. Emergency Services 
 Coordinator Reggie Bagley replied that the most effective way for seniors to receive assistance is 
 to use the 3-1-1 emergency platform adding that there were intentions to reimplement the senior 
 bus service to provide transfer for vaccination appointments. Ms. Douglas relayed that there was 
 a partnership pending that would help seniors who are unable to leave their homes. 
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon expressed his disagreement with the use of the term 
 “crime of opportunity” arguing that it implies that the fault lies on the victim and requested that 
 the terminology be augmented. He requested that there be a greater focus on the investment of 
 video technology, lighting, and other means to deter crimes to which City Administrator Douglas 
 concurred with the opinion and was amenable to investigating other resources to improve the 
 safety of residents.  
 
 Ward 2 Councilmember Danny Schaible agreed with the sentiments of his colleague and 
 expressed support for compost drop-off locations. He commended the work and production of 
 the candidate information video.  
 
 Ward 4 Councilmember Edouard Haba advised about some of the disadvantages of the 3-1-1 
 system noting that it is not always directed to the most suitable response team to which Ms. 
 Douglas confirmed that staff would examine the details of the routing of 3-1-1 calls and reminded 
 the Body of the City operated COVID emergency line.  
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8. Presentations (7:30 p.m. - 7:50 p.m.) 
 
 8.a) Landy Development Phase II Presentation 
 HCC-220-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Landy Phase 2 - Presentation Memo JC1 
  Landy Property Phase 2 - Updated City Presentation(3982182.1) JC2 
  Landy Property Phase 2 SOJ JC3 
 
 Presentation Only 
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler introduced the item recognizing representatives on 
 behalf of the builder, Chris Hatcher and Brandon Gurney. Mr. Hatcher began the presentation 
 noting that the City was very familiar with the project and each step of the way had been reviewed 
 by all parties. He showed an illustrative document that displayed an aerial view of the Landy 
 Project area describing that the development consisted of 331 homes and 131 of those were 
 under phase 1 of the project and the remainder would be addressed in phase 2. Mr. Hatcher 
 stated that the City Park element of the project was an important one to all associated parties.  
 
 Mr. Hatcher introduced three (3) more slides that showed the approved architecture of the homes 
 in the development stating that the developer was able to meet the requests of the City. He 
 showed an overhead view of the area to be affected in phase 2 which included the layout of 
 homes, landscaping, and the different models that would be implemented.  
 
9. Proclamations (7:50 p.m. - 7:55 p.m.) 
 
 9.a) Proclamation in Support of the Mayors' Monarch Pledge 
 HCC-224-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Mayor's Monarch Pledge 2021 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council adopt a proclamation in support of the Mayor's Monarch 
 Pledge. The pledge affirms the City's commitment to increasing the wildlife habitat and public 
 awareness for the monarch butterfly in support of our objectives for sustainable communities. 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 
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10. Consent Items (7:55 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.) 
 
 10.a) Hyattsville COVID-19 Restaurant Relief 
 HCC-233-FY21 
 Sponsor: Suiter 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Lawrence, Simasek, Spell Wolf, Ward 
  Hyattsville COVID-19 Restaurant Relief_Suiter 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council amend the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Special Revenue Funds 
 Budget and re-appropriate $66,000 of the remaining $74,000 originally allocated to Employ Prince 
 George’s from the Hyattsville Pandemic Relief fund to support regionally and locally owned full-
 service restaurants, distilleries, breweries, and wineries/meaderies in the City of Hyattsville. This 
 funding will provide $2,000 to each qualifying restaurant to be used towards rent, utilities, 
 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), takeout supplies, and other pandemic related overhead. 
 These funds should be allocated by April 30, 2021. 
  
 10.b) Memorandum of Understanding Between Prince George’s County and the City of 
 Hyattsville 
 HCC-217-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  MOU PD 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council amend the Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) Special Revenues Funds in 
 the amount of $40,000 for the Maryland Criminal Intelligence Network (MCIN) grant. I further 
 move the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into a Memorandum of 
 Understanding (MOU) between Prince George’s County Police Department and the Hyattsville 
 City Police Department for FY21, upon the review and approval by the City Attorney for legal 
 sufficiency. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon interjected that he was a sponsor on the item and was in complete 
 support of the measure.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 
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11. Action Items (8:00 p.m. - 8:20 p.m.) 
 
 11.a) DSP-20013: St. Joseph’s House 
 HCC-219-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Memo - St. Joseph's House 
  Letter from Applicant - DSP-20013 
  A-SOJ-DSP20013 
 
 I move the City Council authorize the Mayor to provide correspondence to the Maryland-National 
 Capital Park & Planning Commission (MNCPPC) in support of Detailed Site Plan (DSP) 20013 and 
 the issuance of a Special Permit to permit the operation of a Family Day Care facility on the 
 property. 
 
 City Planner Kate Powers provided an overview of the item stating that the site was located on 
 the eastern side of 40th Avenue and was proposed to be a childcare center to serve seven (7) to 
 eight (8) children after school hours. Ms. Powers noted that the LaHood family had operated the 
 business since the 1980’s and served over 55 families and were requesting an addition to the 
 home of approximately 432 square fee facing Oliver Street.  
 
 Ms. Powers explained that the addition required a Detailed Site Plan (DSP) as it was a new use of 
 the property and City staff did not identify any concerns as no parking spaces were required, the 
 unit was Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliant, and the non-profit was a welcome and 
 needed resource in the community.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible expressed support for the service noting that his son was autistic and 
 that he was aware of the need for this type of service and its scarcity. He urged all to support the 
 measure and any other similar services.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon stated that he would be interested in hearing from the nearby residents 
 about the item but would assume from his colleagues comments that there were no resident 
 concerns.  
 
 Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek expressed support for the measure opining that it would 
 be a very valuable addition to the community. 
 
 Council Vice President Carrianna Suiter echoed the sentiments of her colleagues expressing 
 support for the addition and acknowledging the great need for the type of services that would be 
 provided.  
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Croslin 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 

 
 11.b) Purchase of BolaWrap Devices and Cartridges 
 HCC-214-FY21 
 Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Ward, Spell Wolf, Simasek, Schaible, Peabody, Haba 
  BolaWrap Pictures 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the expenditure in the amount of $12,039 to East 
 Coast Tactical for the purchase of 10 BolaWrap devices and 90 cartridges to be divided between 
 each squad and our Emergency Response Team. The funding source for this purchase is the speed 
 camera special revenue fund. 
 
 I further move that, upon procurement, the Hyattsville City Police Department move swiftly to 
 adequately train and staff members of each squad and the Emergency Response Team on the 
 appropriate use and deployment of the BolaWrap Device. 
 
 Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence expressed opposition to the item questioning the lack of 
 positive performance data, testing, and implementation. He expressed that he was appreciative 
 of the direction of the motion, but without evidence of its effectiveness he could not support the 
 purchase.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin expressed support for the purchase of the devices stating that it was a 
 source of non-lethal detainment and that he would prefer it be at the disposal of City officers 
 rather than not having the option and noting that further examination of other, more efficient, 
 options would be explored.  
 

RESULT: APPROVED [9 – 1] 
MOVER: Suiter 
SECONDER: Croslin 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell Wolf 
NAYS: Lawrence 

 
12. Discussion Items (8:20 p.m. - 9:50 p.m.) 
 
 12.a) FY22 Budget Initiative: Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
 HCC-221-FY21 
 Sponsor: Ward 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  FY22 Budget Initiative - CERT - Ward, Kevin 
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 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council include $20,000 in the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) budget to 
 establish a Community Emergency Response Team. 
 
 Interim Mayor Ward introduced the item explaining that it was an issue that had been discussed 
 for some time and that the motion would start the process of creating a Community Emergency 
 Response Team (CERT) in collaboration with neighboring areas to assist in emergency situations 
 such as a recent fire at the Friendship Arms apartments and recent flooding.  
 
 Emergency Services Coordinator Reggie Bagley elaborated on the item describing the 
 collaborative manner under which the team would function. City Administrator Douglas added 
 that the exact cost for implementation was unknown, but research was being conducted to 
 provide answers to those types of questions to the Body.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek inquired as to whether grant funding would be available for use in the 
 endeavor to which Interim Mayor Ward replied that other funding outside of the City budget 
 would be sought and that it was a regular practice to explore partnerships and grants whenever 
 possible.  
 
 Mr. Bagley supplemented that actions to move forward with the plan and funding allocated 
 for it would be beneficial during the application process and compel approval.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence recalled that a CERT had been previously considered and inquired as 
 to why it was disbanded or ceased to which Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler responded 
 that he was correct in his recollection but was absent the details of their actions, results, or 
 discontinuation. Mr. Chandler relayed that staff would investigate the details as it would be 
 helpful to the preparation of the new initiative.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible proposed using the same structure as City Committees in which the 
 group would meet on a monthly basis to receive training and hold discussions to which Interim 
 Mayor Ward added that the motion before them was to lay down a foundation to put actions 
 into motion and allocate funds to develop a team through partnerships, conduct research, and 
 collect resources.  
 
 Councilmember Haba commented that CERT usually have their own structure in partnership with 
 the County Emergency Preparedness Team. 
 
 The Body agreed to move forward with the item confirming that details of the previous CERT 
 would be sought as well as attempting to identify best practices.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

17



 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 7:00 PM 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 10 of 22 

  12.b) FY22 Budget Initiative: Hyattsville Property Tax Credit Review and Assessment 
 HCC-222-FY21 
 Sponsor: Schaible 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Hyattsville Property Tax Credit Review and Assessment Motion DS1 
  Hyattsville Ordinance 2008-07 Homeowners Property Tax Credit Program DS2 
  State of MD Property Section 9-104 DS4 
  State of MD Property Section 9-105 DS5 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council authorize expenditures of up to $10,000.00 in the Fiscal Year 
 2022 (FY22) budget to provide for necessary legal review and technical support to formulate 
 recommendations for revisions to existing Municipal Property Tax Credits, including revisions to 
 Municipal tax credit programs authorized under Maryland Code, Tax-Property §9-104 
 (“Homeowner’s Property Tax Credit”) and Maryland Code, Tax-Property § 9-105 (“Homestead Tax 
 Credit”). 
 
 Councilmember Schaible introduced the item explaining that it was related to two (2) property 
 credit programs describing eligibility requirements and stating that the proposed $10K would be 
 for legal review and technical support to conduct a report to examine options for low-income or 
 fixed-income residents. He stated that City Treasurer Brooks would be involved in the guidance 
 and recommendations for the measure and invited questions and recommendations from his 
 colleagues.  
 
 Councilmember Haba asked about the necessity of a legal review and what it would entail to 
 which Councilmember Schaible stated that the laws regarding each of the property tax credits 
 was very dense and detailed with many caveats and confirmation of legal sufficiency was 
 imperative. He added that having a clear understanding of the financial implications and effect on 
 revenues would behoove the Body before moving forward with the motion.  
 
 City Treasurer Ron Brooks agreed with the comments of Councilmember Schaible stating that 
 there needed to be an assurance that staff and Council were operating in compliance with State 
 regulations and laws. Mr. Brooks continued that the funds allocated for the item would be used 
 for the cost of the study, legal review, and an internal study if deemed necessary.  
 
 Councilmember Haba suggested contracting with an organization that was experienced in 
 affordability as they were likely to have the technical capacity and familiarity with tax laws, while 
 implementing the expertise of the City Treasurer.  
 
 Treasurer Brooks concurred with the comments of the Councilmember reiterating that the funds 
 in question would be a placeholder in the case that up to $10K was needed and confirmed that 
 any associated decision would have to be approved by the Council.  
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 Councilmember Lawrence confirmed with Mr. Brooks that the City Attorney would perform the 
 legal review and expressed opposition to the motion stating that the motion seemed vague and 
 confusing to which City Administrator Tracey Douglas contributed that the amount of work 
 required would need to be assessed as well as the consideration of contracting with a firm to 
 assist with research. She explained that once more details had been realized, at that point the 
 Treasurer could hold conversations with Council to determine how, if at all, to move forward.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence questioned the inclusion of an external consultant and asked if a lower 
 percentage for taxpayers should be considered to which Councilmember Schaible replied that 
 the purpose of the motion at the current stage was to assess the revenue impact of various 
 percentages so the Body and staff could decide the best course of action after adequate data was 
 collected.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward expressed the understanding that the motion would potentially set up a 
 group much like a foundation in which feasibility would be explored and discussions with 
 stakeholders would be held followed by the collective information being presented to the City 
 Council to determine whether to take legislative action.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon suggested editing the language to exclude legal review and replace it 
 with contracted services for technical support to formulate regulations and increasing the amount 
 of funding from $10K for a thorough review. He expressed general support for the motion.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible recalled conversations with a former Treasurer in which he was told 
 that in 2008 the percentage was set at 8% and expressed the importance of further research and 
 noted that he was flexible in regard to some of the working aspects.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon inquired as to feedback regarding what an appropriate amount for the 
 type of contract would be to which City Treasurer Brooks responded that the amount of funds 
 was simply a placeholder at that time, and he had extensive personal experience with the 
 Homestead Tax and similar initiatives and, without a search by staff, the answer regarding cost 
 was not easily attained.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon clarified that his understanding was that the motion would initially be 
 a directive to staff to perform research and incorporate an assisting firm if needed. He continued 
 that he felt it was important to have allocations early on as the motion would continue into the 
 Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) Budget and be subject to additional recommendations and adjustments.  
 
 City Administrator Douglas recalled conversations with Councilmembers and the City Treasurer in 
 which the item was perceived as a staff assignment, but funds for a contracted consultant or 
 consulting and research team should be set aside in the case that the workload became too 
 overwhelming considering the immense amount of responsibility held by staff aside from the 
 addition of the work associated with the project in question.  
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 Councilmember Croslin commented that the items before the Council were for discussion and 
 that the current motion needed further detail. He reminded his colleagues that the purpose of 
 the discussion portion of the meeting was to decide as a Body whether the proposed items were 
 worth pursuing or should be dismissed.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek questioned the number of residents who were eligible for the tax 
 incentives against those who participated stating that the fluctuating numbers could diminish 
 accuracy regarding revenues to which Mr. Brooks responded that he had received several calls 
 over his tenure with the City inquiring about eligibility for the Homestead Act and each time he 
 conducted the research he found that the inquirer was, in fact, receiving the Homestead Act Tax 
 Credit and were not aware. He suggested that residents may be better served by creating criteria 
 in which communication is made to those residents upon their eligibility. He added that it was 
 part of the recommended research that had to be performed to determine the amount of citizens 
 benefiting from the financial relief.  
 
 Councilmember Haba expressed general support for the item providing his historical knowledge 
 of the tax benefit process stating that the work would begin with Mr. Brooks followed by a 
 legislative conversation after one (1) or two (2) years.  
 
 Mr. Brooks addressed an earlier question from Councilmember Simasek noting that the gross 
 estimated value of all of the property in the City less the first adjustment is the Homestead Tax 
 exemption and, in reply to Councilmember Haba, repeated that $10K was a generous placeholder 
 and he did not expect to spend that amount of money when contracting with a team of additional 
 researchers.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward echoed the comments of Councilmember Croslin reminding the Body that 
 the items were those of discussion requiring much further work and the purpose of the meeting 
 was to determine if the items were worthy endeavors.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon asked whether two (2) motions were required to support the item and 
 to authorize staff to begin the pertinent work to which Councilmember Schaible replied that he 
 supported leaving the motion as it was and beginning the process. 
 
 The Body agreed to discuss the item further at a future Council meeting to establish criteria and 
 process.  
 
 12.c) FY22 Budget Initiative: HCPD Mental Wellness Check-in Program 
 HCC-223-FY21 
 Sponsor: Peabody 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  HCPD Mental Wellness Check-In Program - FY22 Budget Proposal DP1 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
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 I move the Mayor and Council include in the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) budget an expenditure of 
 up to $50,000 to support a universal quarterly mental health check-in program for officers and 
 dispatchers. 
 
 Ward 4 Councilmember Daniel Peabody introduced the item describing that it was a mental 
 wellness program for City of Hyattsville Police Department personnel and emphasized that City 
 residents require law enforcement professionals and first responders that are able to operate 
 with a clear and cognizant perspective. 
 
 Councilmember Peabody explained that mental health was of the utmost importance in law 
 enforcement as the profession contributed to post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and 
 depression at a rate five (5) times higher than other fields of work. He continued that similar 
 programs were finding increasing support at departments in the area and throughout the country.  
 
 Councilmember Peabody relayed the results of surveys performed that showed that over 86% of 
 those polled felt they had a responsibility to report concerns about colleagues they deemed to be 
 suffering from poor mental health or excessive stress, more than 48% did not think they had an 
 outlet to report their concerns without causing a colleague professional harm, and 61% stated 
 that meeting with a therapist four (4) times a year would be a helpful and positive initiative.  
 
 Councilmember Haba expressed support for the measure and recommended expanding the 
 program to City staff recalling that previous discussions regarding therapy for City staff had taken 
 place during the planning stages of the pandemic relief fund.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence inquired as to whether this type of program would be covered in 
 employee’s medical benefits to which Councilmember Peabody responded that it was not 
 covered by traditional medical insurance stating that it would be a mandatory check-in that was 
 convenient to all and could also serve as an assessment to gauge the potential need for additional 
 attention and therapy.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin expressed support for the motion commending the work of 
 Councilmember Peabody and Media Relations/Mental Health Programs Manager Adrienne 
 Augustus and stated that the City had been in support of mental wellness sponsoring sessions and 
 suggested a collaboration that would remain effective and be cost efficient.  
 
 City Administrator Tracey Douglas confirmed that the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory 
 Committee (HWRAC) offered mental health session to all residents, but the proposed item would 
 make sessions mandatory and specialized for particular issues that regularly affected police 
 personnel.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible stated that the statistics and evidence raised a strong argument for the 
 motion but noted that it should be formulated carefully as there was great scrutiny on financial 
 support for law enforcement in general and expressed concern regarding the uncertainty of costs. 
 He asked about the possibility to explore different meeting schedules or specific therapist 
 selections to minimize expense.  
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 Councilmember Peabody stated that while his colleague’s comments were pertinent, the item’s 
 primary focus was ensuring that officers were at their best when serving and protecting the 
 community. He continued that the number of sessions annually could be reexamined after 
 implementation and adjusted as needed and reiterated that the program would be outside of 
 what was regularly offered, and the most beneficial aspects would be identified.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon expressed support for the motion and asked if the budgets of the 
 Committees and their offerings had been relayed to which Administrator Douglas replied that 
 staff liaisons were in the process of identifying budget priorities and the introduction of the 
 budget was scheduled for March 15. She stated that she would investigate the status of budget 
 proposals from Committees and provide them to Council.  
 
 Council agreed to move forward with the item.  
 
 12.d) FY22 Budget Initiative: Memorial Bench Program 
 HCC-225-FY21 
 Sponsor: Croslin 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Croslin_Memorial Bench Program 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council include $30,000 in the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) budget for a 
 cost sharing project to install memorial benches the in the City. 
 
 Councilmember Croslin introduced the item explaining that it was an idea conceived by a resident 
 several years ago in which plaques could be affixed to park benches in memoriam of residents 
 and family members who had passed.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward inquired as to institution a Committee or group that could oversee the 
 process and prevent any tribute to an endorser of divisiveness or prejudice to which 
 Councilmember Croslin replied that he would be open to forming a Committee or implementing 
 a current one.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek thanked his colleague for the item and expressed concerns regarding 
 the number of benches that would be placed in the City stating that the proposal would approve 
 50 benches and he wanted to be sure that locations had been identified. He suggested starting 
 the process incrementally and making assessments and adjustments at the time of review.  
 
 Councilmember Haba suggested a two (2) phased approach in which the logistics are determined, 
 and the budget portion addressed several months after. He shared concerns about the locations 
 and space allotted for the benches and suggested other mediums such as sidewalks and buildings 
 to memorialize former residents.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin was amenable to the proposed options and stated that he had no 
 intention of inundating the City with benches.  
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 Councilmember Solomon expressed support for the idea but expressed concerns about the 
 benches being used for actions other than their purpose and suggested exploring ways to aid 
 funding for families who were unable to expend their share of the cost.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible expressed support for the motion but recommended that the 
 memorialization be limited to residents of Hyattsville and not those with indirect or vague 
 associations with the City and prohibiting anything political.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter noted a message in the chat and supported including trees in the 
 motion stating that it was another option that could be included with the benches.  
 
 The Council agreed to move forward with the motion. 
 
 12.e) FY22 Budget Initiative: Race and Equity Coordinator/Advisor 
 HCC-226-FY21 
 Sponsor: Croslin 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Croslin_Diversity Advisor Motion 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move the Mayor and Council authorize the establishment of a Racial, Equity, Diversity, and 
 Inclusion Coordinator/Advisor position and allocate $60,000 in the Fiscal Year 2022 (FY22) budget 
 to support this effort. Staff shall investigate the possibility of full-time, part-time, or contract 
 position in addition to cost sharing the position with neighboring municipalities. 
 
 Councilmember Croslin introduced the motion explaining that former Mayor Candace 
 Hollingsworth had been instrumental in creating legislation associated with racial equity and 
 proposed a position on behalf of the City that would be responsible for ensuring that the conduct 
 and legislation of the City did not present unintended discriminatory issues. He stated that the 
 position could be shared with other municipalities and could be contractual.  
 
 Councilmember Haba suggested that the responsibilities could fall under the purview of the City 
 Attorney to which Councilmember Croslin opined that it should be an individual with extensive 
 experience in the subject matter. 
 
 Councilmember Peabody was supportive of the measure recalling that Committees had discussed 
 such a position previously and inquired as to the rationale that compelled a budgetary allocation 
 of $60K to which Councilmember Croslin responded that he perceived it as a part-time advisor 
 that could be shared with neighboring municipalities. He stated that it was difficult to estimate 
 an exact cost, but $60K was a starting point that could be discussed and augmented.  
 
 
 

23



 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 7:00 PM 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 16 of 22 

 Councilmember Schaible asked if there was anyone on staff, possibly a liaison, that could help 
 with coordination to which Ms. Douglas stated that there was no one available that met the 
 criteria for all that was required in the position, but options had been and would continue to be 
 explored. The Councilmember noted the benefit of the position and expressed support for 
 collaboration with other municipalities.  
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Erica Spell Wolf stated that the position was a result of an entire field of 
 study and the person who assumed the responsibility would have to have particular experience 
 and training. She recognized that similar or identical positions were becoming more evident at 
 the federal level and expressed the need for the same representation at the municipal level.  
 
 Councilmember Spell Wolf stressed that the measure would require a great deal of work and was 
 in support of partnering with neighboring areas expressing a viable need and full support for the 
 motion.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence raised questions regarding the proposed amount of funding for the 
 motion and the necessity for a full-time position with the City suggesting the possibility of 
 contracting with a consultant to create an equity plan for the City that had been discussed 
 multiple times prior to the meeting. 
 
 Councilmember Croslin stated that the task could be handled, in part, by the Race and Equity Task 
 Force emphasizing the importance of resident input.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek identified that there would be much work initially and suggested 
 analyzing current ordinances and City practices to determine the presence of any equity issues. 
 He expressed support for a set of standards to be reviewed when conducting any City business 
 and gaining knowledge and experience before authorizing a full-time position.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon sought to confirm that a task force would develop a framework in 
 addition to determining the specific responsibilities and role of an equity officer to which 
 Councilmember Croslin answered in the affirmative.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward stated that he had recently been involved in the hiring of an equity officer 
 and offered his assistance to Councilmember Croslin in achieving the goals of the motion.  
 
 The Council agreed to move forward with the item.  
 
 12.f) FY22 Budget Initiative: Hyattsville COVID Sanitization Support 
 HCC-227-FY21 
 Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Council Motion_Solomon_Sanitizing_Final 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 

24



 REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL, HYATTSVILLE MD 
 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2021 7:00 PM 

 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Page 17 of 22 

 I move that Mayor and Council include funding in the amount of $15,000 in the Fiscal Year 2022 
 (FY22) budget for the Department of Public Works to purchase, install, and maintain six (6) mobile 
 handwashing and sanitization stations for deployment within Hyattsville Business Corridors. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon introduced the item explaining that the motion proposed six (6) mobile 
 handwashing and sanitization stations in the business corridor, West Hyattsville, and plaza area 
 that do not require connection to commercial water lines and would allow residents to clean and 
 sanitize their hands in a manner compliant with Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines. He 
 cited that the project would cost approximately $15K which would include the cost for the units, 
 installations, and maintenance adding that it would be overseen by the Department of Public 
 Works (DPW). 
 
 Councilmember Solomon recalled viewing similar stations in his travels and described some of 
 the details including locations, abilities of the units, and frequency of use and relayed an inquiry 
 he received regarding preventing individuals from using the stations and their contents for 
 purposes other than intended. Director of DPW Lesley Riddle responded that the liquids and 
 sanitizers are under containment and would not be accessible to anyone to ingest.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter expressed the importance of having a station in the Prince George’s 
 Plaza are to which Councilmember Solomon reiterated that the stations would be located in three 
 (3) corridors; Prince George’s Plaza, Route 1, and the Business District recognizing existing similar 
 stations in certain areas that may adjust the allocations.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek sought clarity regarding the responsibility of maintenance of the 
 stations to which Director Riddle responded that the Parks Division of the DPW would maintain 
 the stations and added that the stations were foot operated as to not risk contamination and 
 spread of disease from the hands.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek expressed concerns about placement of the stations noting that some 
 areas were not owned by the City to which Councilmember Solomon replied that next steps 
 included DPW working with the County or State to manage the stations if they were not on City-
 owned land.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek expressed support for the motion and inquired as to their access during 
 winter months in which the liquids could freeze to which Director Riddle explained that they 
 would be moved inside and be inaccessible in such weather but would be readily available during 
 temperatures above freezing.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible asked if the stations were equipped with paper towels to which Ms. 
 Riddle stated that they did not, and paper towels would likely only be made available during City 
 gatherings and events. The Councilmember expressed concerns about the stations being 
 aesthetically displeasing or not maintained properly but expressed his full confidence in Director 
 Riddle and her proven track record of positive and efficient service support for the asserting 
 support for the motion.  
 
 The Council agreed to move forward with the item.  
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 12.g) FY22 Budget Initiative: Hyattsville COVID Mural 
 HCC-230-FY21 
 Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Council Motion Form_Solomon_Mural_Final 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move the Mayor and Council allocate $25,000 in the Fiscal Year (FY22) budget for the 
 commission, design, and installation of a Hyattsville COVID Memorial Mural. The location of the 
 mural should be determined in consultation with City staff. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon introduced the item describing that it would allow for the City to 
 contract with a local artist to create a mural that would memorialize the challenges faced during 
 the COVID-19 pandemic. He supplemented that everyone had been affected by the health crises 
 to some extent and the mural would serve as a symbol of survival of the City while honoring those 
 who succumbed to the virus.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence declared that he would not be supporting the motion as the pandemic 
 was still being experienced and that allocating $25K was unnecessary and that such funds could 
 be better spent on several other initiatives.  
 
 Councilmember Simasek expressed apprehension regarding the motion questioning whether the 
 families of the victims would want to have their loved ones memorialized in that manner and 
 whether the City should display the proposed mural or similarly themed artwork.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon responded that it would be a message of survival that would not 
 showcase any specific people or their identities. 
 
 The item did not receive adequate endorsement from Council to move forward. Interim Mayor 
 Ward relayed that the motion could be revised and re-introduced should the Councilmember 
 choose to do so.  
 
 12.h) FY22 Budget Initiative: COVID Support for Hyattsville Non-Profits 
 HCC-231-FY21 
 Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Council Motion Form_Solomon_Nonprofit Covid Fund 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move that Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to provide reimbursements to 
 non-profit organizations located in the City of Hyattsville who have expended resources on COVID 
 support for Hyattsville residents. 
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 Councilmember Solomon introduced the item explaining that it was a budget initiative to 
 establish a pandemic fund to support non-profit businesses within the City of Hyattsville.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence expressed confusion regarding the motion stating that it seemed that 
 Council would be authorizing reimbursements but lacked detail regarding the processes of the 
 program, eligibility, rates and frequency of allocations, and the burden placed on City staff. He 
 stated that he would like to be supportive of the general purpose of the measure but required 
 further detail before he would offer support.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon explained that the motion would procure $100K to the program and 
 intended to earmark the funds in order to bring a more formal presentation of the detailed plan 
 before Council for recommendations and approval.  
 
 Assistant City Administrator Jim Chandler stated that the City Attorney had not yet completed a 
 full review and was unable to until he had a more complete understanding of financial parameters 
 and eligibility requirements.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence clarified that he wanted to understand if the Body was to vote on the 
 item before it materialized and expressed his inclination that the Assistant City Administrator and 
 the City Attorney would not support moving forward until vital, necessary details were realized.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon stated that programmatic guidance would be necessary once the scope 
 of the budgeting was known and that Council would be able to review and edit at each step of the 
 legislative process.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence requested further detail and questioned how an amount for allocation 
 could be determined absent critical details regarding integral aspects of the program.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon reiterated that staff would oversee the legislative process and the 
 allocation of funds was the first step to give a better understanding of the allowances and 
 capabilities of the program.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter recognized the work and contributions of non-profit organizations 
 during the pandemic and noted their importance but concurred with her colleagues that more 
 information would be necessary before moving forward or assigning any responsibility to City 
 staff.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin sought clarity regarding which of the many non-profits in the City would 
 be eligible noting that none were cited in the motion language to which Councilmember Solomon 
 responded that the program would operate under an application process in which applications 
 could be reviewed and the determination of eligibility would be made.  
 
 Councilmember Haba inquired as to the capability of the City to track and identify active non-
 profit organizations within the incorporated limits of the City of Hyattsville to which Assistant City 
 Administrator Chandler stated that non-profits were not required to register with the City and, 
 therefore, there was no way to accurately gauge any statistics. Mr. Chandler added the term “non-
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 profit” is a very vague term that could include any number of types of businesses and did not 
 seem to reach a clear definition of what is intended in with the motion.  
 
 Councilmember Haba stated that the process was on in which the validity and interest would be 
 assessed to determine if it was a worthwhile cause, after which the details could be established.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward reminded that Body that the item could be augmented and presented again 
 at a future Council meeting.  
 
 The Council did not approve of the motion as written but were amenable to reviewing a revised 
 version when it became available for presentation.  
 
 12.i) Updating Scope of Pandemic Relief Fund Designed for Artists 
 HCC-232-FY21 
 Sponsor: Solomon 
 Co-Sponsor(s): Spell Wolf, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Suiter 
  Motion to Expand Working Artist Fund 
 
 FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
 I move that the Mayor and Council update the eligibility for applicants to the Hyattsville COVID-
 19 Pandemic Relief Fund Grants for working artists to include barbers, cosmetologists, pet 
 groomers, and tattoo artists licensed by the State of Maryland and currently working in a business 
 registered within in the corporate limits of the City of Hyattsville. I further move that the 
 maximum award for Working Artist applicants be adjusted to $500 per award. 
 
 Councilmember Solomon introduced the item and explained that the motion would expand the 
 current pandemic relief fund to include the eligibility of skilled tradespeople and adjust the 
 maximum allocation amount to $500. City Administrator Douglas supplemented that the term 
 “artists” needed to be amended as it was too vague a premise and would need have a more 
 specific designation before it would garner staff support.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin expressed his agreement with the change in terminology and highlighted 
 that he would like to set a prerequisite that only tradespeople who live or contribute to Hyattsville 
 be included in the qualification for funding.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence inquired as to the possibility of an individual receiving funding from 
 more than one fund offered by the City to which Mr. Chandler stated that it was possible in theory 
 and a valid concern, but City staff made every effort to ensure that no one abuses any charitable 
 program.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible shared the concerns of his colleague and suggested including specific 
 language to disqualify anyone who had been found to be benefiting from any other relief fund 
 offered by the City. Councilmember Solomon replied that the relief funds would be available in 
 multiple cycles in which funds could be received concurrently. The Councilmembers discussed the 
 possibility of increasing the amount of funding and opportunities to apply for the funds.  
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 Mr. Chandler clarified that if an individual applied for multiple funds it would be recorded by City 
 staff and noted that the distributing entities each keep record and account for who receives 
 funding under which program.  
 
 Councilmember Haba described ways in which vetting could be performed and stated that 
 receiving funds from multiple sources was not prevalent enough to cause any serious concern.  
 
 Councilmember Croslin sought confirmation that only those who benefited the City would be 
 eligible to which Councilmember Solomon confirmed stating that the provision was included in 
 the original language before the proposal of expansion.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward noted that the item would return to Council as an action item on a future 
 Council meeting agenda.  
 
13. Council Dialogue (9:50 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.) 
 
 Interim Mayor Ward relayed a comment from Ward 2 resident David Marshall correcting an 
 earlier comment and expressing opposition of funding for barbers and hairdressers.  
 
 Councilmember Schaible thanked the Body for there attention to the items and their hard work.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence promoted the notion that everyone who was able to receive the 
 COVID-19 vaccination should do so.  
 
 Councilmember Haba echoed the endorsement of vaccinations, wished all who were applicable 
 a happy Palm Sunday and Easter season, and thanked everyone who wished him a happy birthday.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward commended the group on the budgetary work, referenced the celebration 
 of Fat Tuesday and asked Councilmember Croslin if he wouldn’t mind sharing information 
 regarding a documentary. Councilmember Croslin provided details on a documentary shown by 
 Home Box Office (HBO) on former Hyattsville resident David Driskell.  
 
14. Community Notices and Meetings 
 
 14.a) Main City Calendar February 17 - March 1, 2021 
 HCC-234-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
  Main City Calendar Feb 17 - Mar 1 2021 FINAL 
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15. Motion to Adjourn 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Croslin 
SECONDER: Suiter 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 

 
 The meeting adjourned at 10:59 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
March 15, 2021 
 

      
_____________________     ________________________ 
Laura Reams, City Clerk      Sean Corcoran, Deputy City Clerk 
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 Kevin Ward, W1, Interim Mayor 
Carrianna Suiter, W3, Council Vice President (arrived at 6:37 p.m.) 
Bart Lawrence, W1 
Robert Croslin, W2 
Danny Schaible, W2  
Ben Simasek, W3 
Edouard Haba, W4 
Daniel Peabody, W4 (arrived at 7:08 p.m.) 
Joseph A. Solomon, W5  
Erica Spell Wolf, W5  

 
Absent: 
 

 
None 

Also present were the following City staff members: 
Lesley Riddle, Director of the Department of Public Works 
Hal Metzler, Deputy Director of the Department of Public Works 
Laura Reams, City Clerk 

 
Notice of Public Hearing 
 
The City of Hyattsville Mayor and Council will conduct a Public Hearing on Monday, March 1, 2021 at 6:30 
p.m. (prior to the City Council Meeting). The purpose of the Public Hearing is to allow residents to 
comment on a petition for the implementation of traffic calming device(s) for the 3900 block of Oliver 
Street. 
 
The Mayor and Council will announce their decision to approve, approve with modifications, or deny the 
requested traffic calming device(s) within fifteen (15) days of the close of the hearing, unless, due to 
extraordinary circumstances, the time limit is extended by a majority vote of the City Council. The 
petitioners will be notified of the decision of the Mayor and City Council by the City Clerk and the decision 
will be published in the Hyattsville Public Hearing Minutes. 
 
The Public Hearing will be held virtually and can be accessed through the following link: 
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v4plUZusR-SngmWwtuy5sg  
 
1. Call to Order and Council Roll Call 
 
 Interim Mayor Kevin Ward called the hearing to order at 6:34 p.m. 
 
2. Introduction and Background Information 
 
 2.a) Traffic Calming Petition - Oliver Street 
 HCC-245-FY21 
 Sponsor: At the Request of the City Administrator 
 Co-Sponsor(s): N/A 
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  210109 - 3900 blk oliver st - extended_speed_summary (2) (1) 
  210109 - 3900 blk oliver st - stattrak_traffic_analysis_report (1) (1) 
  PetitionOliverStSpeedBump_Redacted 
  Traffic Calming Flowchart_073119 
 
 Presentation to Council on proposed traffic calming - 3900 block of Oliver Street 
 
 Director of the Department of Public Works (DPW) Lesley Riddle addressed the Mayor, Council, 
 and residents introducing the item explaining that the City had placed traffic counters twice on 
 the 3900 Block of Oliver Street with minimal instances of vehicles exceeding the speed limit and 
 noted that the Police Department has reported very few citations in relation to the area.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward inquired as to the dates in which the traffic counters were placed and 
 operational to which Deputy Director of DPW Hal Metzler responded that data was collected from 
 December 31, 2020 through January 10, 2021. The Interim Mayor stated that the dates were 
 significant because they were reflective of a decrease in the frequency of traffic when compared 
 with previous months that did not include precautions taken by residents and visitors due to the 
 COVID-19 pandemic regulations and personal preferences.  
 
 Director Riddle concurred with the inclination of the Interim Mayor stating that, in almost every 
 aspect, traffic had changed and that it would be in the best interest of the City to reassess traffic 
 in the area after the effects of the health crises had subsided and traffic resumed to patterns and 
 frequency more similar to years past. Ms. Riddle continued that the capabilities of the City were 
 under the authority of the Maryland State Highway Administration (MDSHA), but that the decision 
 to incorporate traffic calming and of what type was to the discretion of City Council reiterating 
 the benefit of revisiting the site in the future with the intention of collecting more adequate, 
 tangible data. 
 
 Ward 3 Councilmember Ben Simasek recognized the construction of the new Hyattsville Middle 
 School (HMS) which would affect traffic Oliver Street and asked if the initial petition was 
 submitted during a period of in-school sessions and noting that it would be years before traffic 
 patterns in the area returned to a regular standard. Director Riddle responded that the request 
 was made in November of 2020 in which there was no students attending school in person and 
 that a more accurate assessment could be made when scheduling was back to regular order. She 
 anticipated some peripheral impact as the school was under construction and, after construction, 
 traffic would lessen on Oliver street and toward Queens Chapel Road.  
 
3. Public Comment, Limit 2 minutes per speaker 
 
 City Clerk Laura Reams read public comments submitted electronically prior to the public hearing.  
 
 The Thomes family addressed the Mayor and Council in support of installing speed bumps on the 
 3900 Block of Oliver street stating that vehicles regularly exceeded speed limits on that particular 
 roadway.  
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 Suzanne Alolga addressed the Mayor and Council expressing concerns about speeding vehicles, 
 drivers who do not regard stop signs, and drag racing. Ms. Alolga stressed the danger to residents, 
 children, and pets and relayed that homeowners in the area express full support for traffic 
 calming.  
 
 Ward 2 resident, David Marshall, addressed the Mayor and Council through the Question and 
 Answer (Q&A) feature stating that he and his family were in opposition to any and all traffic 
 calming, speed humps or bumps, and traffic circles in the City of Hyattsville.  
 
 Joe LaHood was given the opportunity to speak and addressed the Mayor and Council in support 
 of traffic calming describing that vehicles regularly exceed 40 miles per hour (mph) on the streets 
 disagreeing with the data submitted noting that over 40 children lived on the street and that the 
 issues in question had worsened over the previous three (3) years.  
 
 Ward 1 Councilmember Bart Lawrence recalled a conversation with Mr. LaHood noting that the 
 confluence of 41st and 40th Streets regularly have vehicles moving at dangerous speeds and 
 confirmed that he had seen a great number of drivers move through stop signs without slowing 
 down, let alone coming to a full stop. He supplemented that Council had discussed the possibility 
 of lowering the speed limit on City streets to 20 mph because residents did not feel safe with the 
 driving behavior as it stood and stated that the initiative should be taken under consideration.  
 
 Council Vice President Carrianna Suiter stated that she was familiar with the area and confirmed 
 that the subject stop sign was confusing stating that it had been a great concern of residents for 
 several years.  
 
 Resident Ben Kaczmarski addressed the Mayor and Council in support of traffic calming stating 
 that he had been a resident of the City since 2016 noting that seasonality had an effect on the 
 volume of the incidents. Mr. Kaczmarski relayed that during the summers it was a normal 
 occurrence to see drag racing on the street in excess of 70 mph and expressed his concern for the 
 safety of his children. 
 
 Resident James Wigley addressed the Mayor and Council in support of traffic calming on the 
 roadway reporting that he had also witnessed a constant disregard for signage and stating that 
 about one (1) in every five (5) cars is being operated in a dangerous manner and expressed great 
 concern for the safety of children who are regularly outside and were potentially at risk. Mr. 
 Wigley added that the issues did seem to decrease in the colder months and, while he was usually 
 not in favor of traffic calming, he would welcome any type of mitigation due to the severity of 
 risk.  
 
 Resident Amanda Fenton addressed the Mayor and Council in support of traffic calming of any 
 type and echoed the sentiments of her neighbors.  
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 Resident Scott Wilson addressed the Mayor and Council in support of traffic calming throughout 
 the City in general, but specifically in the case in question stating that one-way streets are more 
 susceptible to this type of behavior because of the absence of oncoming traffic. Mr. Wilson 
 questioned the direction of traffic enforced by the City as a result of the construction of the new 
 HMS to which Deputy Director Metzler responded that he believed it was a proposal from the 
 County but had not yet been confirmed to be implemented. Director Riddle relayed that DPW 
 would work with the County and provide their assessment of the safest and most logical traffic 
 pattern to institute.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward assured Mr. Wilson that the proposed traffic pattern that he questioned was 
 not a directive of the City of Hyattsville.  
 
 Councilmember Lawrence supplemented that the statement may have been taken out of context 
 and confirmed that the Task Force did not make the recommendation.  
 
 Interim Mayor Ward read a comment submitted by Jonathan Lewis in support of traffic calming 
 referencing consistent speeding in the area and expressing concern for the safety of the children 
 on Oliver street.  
 
 Ward 5 Councilmember Joseph Solomon sought clarity regarding the specific recommendation 
 regarding the item to which City Administrator Tracey Douglas replied that the process began with 
 City staff performing a traffic study of the proposed area followed by discussions and feedback 
 from residents. Ms. Riddle stated that after hearing from the affected residents, they have 15 
 days to make a recommendation which usually takes place at the following Council meeting.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon stated that the Public Hearing was usually held to hear resident 
 feedback on a recommendation already made by the City and requested clarity regarding whether 
 the next steps should include conducting further studies or formulating a recommendation to 
 which Ms. Douglas replied that after the hearing staff would discuss the item and would likely 
 implement temporary traffic calming and perform studies through the summer after which time 
 further recommendations could be made.  
 
 Director Riddle explained that they preferred to return to the site after receiving resident 
 feedback at a public hearing and reiterated that if prompt action should be taken, staff would 
 then meet with Hyattsville City Police Department (HCPD) personnel to make sure that all parties 
 are aware of the situation and potential changes. Ms. Riddle continued that the process is not 
 always simple and recalled other occasions in which studies were continual before reaching a 
 solution and many times there is engineering needed and infrastructure augmentation that is 
 needed while also keeping all residents safe and with as few obstacles as possible.  
 
 DPW Deputy Director Hal Metzler added that the department generally starts with one (1) of 
 three (3) solutions until there is a better understanding of exactly what the issue is and, at that 
 time, will create a more effective tool. Mr. Metzler noted that he had heard residents express 
 concern regarding not adhering to stop signs stating that in similar cases they could look into the 
 options of adjusting the parameters of intersections to minimize long, straight, streets that would 
 allow cars the needed distance to reach excessive speeds.  
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 City Administrator Douglas clarified that the public hearing process had changed approximately 
 two (2) years prior so that City staff could hear from residents before making a recommendation. 
 She stated that during the resident feedback phase, staff conducted traffic studies 
 simultaneously, and relayed that the Council found it to be an error in process to not first assess 
 the perspective of residents before making a recommendation.  
 
 Ms. Riddle cited several community meetings with residents and stakeholders regarding Jefferson 
 Avenue stating that the concerns with Oliver Street would conduct the same process and allow 
 input from as many affected parties as possible before moving forward with any traffic calming 
 measures.  
 
 Councilmember Solomon stressed the importance of hearing from residents and having an 
 executable plan, but stated he was confident in the current process and the attention being given 
 to the issue.  
 
 Michelle Lara addressed the Mayor and Council expressing concern echoing her neighbors and 
 stating that there were many children and pets in the area, and that she had witnessed countless 
 incidents of speeding and violations of traffic laws as well as a vehicle striking a dog. Ms. Lara 
 expressed great distress and stated that the concerns were shared by her neighbors opining 
 that stop signs were ineffective and other means should be explored.  
 
 Ward 2 Councilmember Danny Schaible thanked all of those who had come forward to voice their 
 concerns and stated that the Body must be sympathetic to their needs and was confident that the 
 City would find a solution amenable to all.  
 
 Council Vice President Suiter commended those who had provided their comments noting that 
 she lived not far the affected area and shared the same concerns about the safety of her own 
 children stating that the problem needed to be resolved in short order.  
 
4. Motion to Adjourn 
 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 
MOVER: Simasek 
SECONDER: Solomon 
AYES: Ward, Suiter, Lawrence, Croslin, Schaible, Simasek, Haba, Peabody, Solomon, Spell 

Wolf 
ABSENT: None 

 
ATTEST: 
March 15, 2021 
 

      
_____________________     ________________________ 
Laura Reams, City Clerk      Sean Corcoran, Deputy City Clerk 
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-259-FY21 3/15/2021 7.a)

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Presentation

Item Title:
Presentation of the 2021 Election Candidates

Suggested Action:
For Presentation

Summary Background:
Ms. Greta Mosher, Chair of the Board of Supervisors of Elections will present the list of certified candidates for office for
the May 11, 2021 City Election.

Next Steps:
Ballots will be mailed to all registered voters in early April.

Ballots may be returned three (3) ways:
1) By mail.
2) By secure drop box. Drop boxes will be installed by April 1 at the City building and at Heurich Park.
3) In person on Election Day, May 11, 2021 between 7 AM to 8 PM. A polling center for all Wards will be hosted at

the City Building.

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
For presentation.

Community Engagement:
There is a communications plan in process for the City election. The City is using a variety of print, social, and video
mediums to communicate election information.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-256-FY21 3/15/2021 7.b)

Submitted by: Cheri Everhart
Submitting Department: Community Services
Agenda Section: Presentation

Item Title:
Magruder Park Renaming - Presentation

Suggested Action:
Presentation

Summary Background:
The City Council passed a motion on March 18th, 2019 that:

a) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of, and legal requirements for, changing the name of
Magruder Park.

b) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of, and legal requirements for, updating the deed to
exclude the offensive language as defined in the motion summary background details and effectively remove
any restrictions on use of the public amenity that would be considered discriminatory as defined by the
Hyattsville Human Rights Act.

c) Directed the City Administrator to assist the City Council by preparing recommendations, based on the tools
available to the City of Hyattsville, to encourage a public engagement process.

The City Attorney worked with outside counsel to prepare and record in the land records a deed, and other required
documentation, that removes the discriminatory language contained in the original Park conveyance.

With the completion of parts a) and b), the staff proceeded to engage the community in the process to select a name for
the park that is welcoming, inclusive, and unifying. In Fall of 2020, City staff launched a campaign designed to collect
suggestions for the renaming of Magruder Park. Over 800 submissions were received. The Race and Equity Task Force
and Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee met jointly to sort through the collection of submissions,
discuss the options, and prepare a list of recommendations for Council discussion. Stacie Whitesides from the Race and
Equity Task Force and Peter Reiniger from the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee will present the
joint recommendations during the Council Meeting of March 15.

There will be time allotted on the discussion agenda for initial Council feedback.

Next Steps:
The City Council is scheduled to discuss the recommendations on March 15 and April 5 (after the Public Hearing). A
Public Hearing will be scheduled for April 5, 2021 with action tentatively scheduled for April 19, 2021.

Fiscal Impact:
TBD, there will be costs associated with the park renaming related to legal fees, signage, and possibly an event to
celebrate the renaming.
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City Administrator Comments:
For presentation

Community Engagement:
A Public Hearing will be scheduled for April 5, 2021.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 5 - Strengthen the City’s Identity as a Diverse, Creative, and Welcoming Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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Stacie Whitesides
Race and Equity Task Force

Pete Reiniger
Health, Wellness and Recreation Advisory Committee
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Suggested Park Names:

• David C. Driskell Community Park 
• Nacotchtank Community Park
• Unity Community Park
• Gateway Community Park 
• Inspiration Park
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Memo from the Joint Committee to the Hyattsville City Council 

 

In the summer of 2020, many people participated in a powerful movement for racial justice that swept 

across the United States of America, the State of Maryland, Prince George’s County and the City of 

Hyattsville. This movement highlighted community issues and concerns on many levels. On June 1, 2020, 

the Hyattsville City Council passed RESOLUTION 2020-05, A Resolution in Defense of Black Lives, in which 

they made a commitment to enact policies that unequivocally defend Black lives and to undo the impacts 

of systemic racism on Black residents of the City of Hyattsville. 

Prior to the passage of that resolution, Mapping Racism - a collaborative project led by the Hyattsville 

Community Development Corporation and supported by the City - uncovered that the deed that 

established William Pinckney Magruder Park (Magruder Park) contained racist and segregationist 

language, specifically a restrictive covenant that the park be used by “Caucasian inhabitants only.” On 

March 18, 2020, the City of Hyattsville unanimously passed a motion:  

“to investigate the feasibility of and legal requirements for changing the name of Magruder Park 

without reverting ownership of the land back to the Magruder Family and/or Estate,” and  

“to investigate the feasibility of and legal requirements for changing the name of Magruder Park 

without reverting ownership of the land back to the Magruder Family and/or Estate,” and   

to “devise an action plan to address the community implications associated with the property’s 

history and the City’s relationship with the donor (and/or his Estate).” The action plan shall include 

measures the Council deems appropriate, as well as the supporting process, timeline, and 

community outreach and engagement.” 

In 2020, Council directed City staff to file a quit claim to remove the racially restrictive covenant from the 

deed for Magruder Park. Council initially anticipated that the park could be renamed in early 2021. To 

meaningfully engage the public in renaming the park, the City issued a challenge, soliciting handwritten 

and electronic proposals. The community responded by submitting more than 800 suggestions. The City 

Council formed a Joint Committee of members of the Race and Equity Task Force and the Health, Wellness 

and Recreation Advisory Committee and assigned us to review and discuss the proposed names and 

submit a short vetted list to the Council, along with a clear justification for each recommendation.  

 

Considerations 

 

City staff instructed the members of the Joint Committee to take the following into consideration: 

● The new name should be welcoming, relatable, and inclusive, and resonate with the diverse 

cultural make-up of the City's population. 

● The proposed name should withstand the test of time and not become passé or controversial in 

the near future.  
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During its first meeting, members of the Joint Committee recognized that there were potential concerns 

associated with almost all types or categories of proposed names. For example, the Joint Committee 

pointed out that members of a diverse community may not share common interpretations of concepts. 

The cultural, historical and other lenses through which we view concepts create a wide range of personal 

interpretations. With this in mind, the Joint Committee carefully considered only a handful of widely 

relatable concepts as possible names for the park.  

 

The Joint Committee also recognized the potential risks of naming the park after a person, given that 

humans are fallible and that future discoveries may call a person's character, words and actions into 

question. This could place the City in a similar situation to the one we find ourselves in today. With this in 

mind, the Joint Committee is recommending only one proposal based on a person’s name. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

Before introducing name recommendations, the Joint Committee requests that, as part of the renaming 

process, the City plan for a Land Acknowledgement. We recommend both a verbal acknowledgement 

during the City's park renaming ceremony and a permanent written acknowledgement (e.g., You are on 

tribal land of the Nacotchtank people), etched into a feature such as a large quartz boulder prominently 

displayed in the park, similar to the grandfather rocks outside the National Museum of the American 

Indian in Washington, DC. The acknowledgment would state that, when European colonists arrived, 

Native people lived on the land that is now considered the park as well as on the surrounding land. The 

Nacotchtank tribe inhabited the area for up to 10,000 years before they were forced from their land and 

decimated by infectious disease.  

 

Piscataway Elder Rico Newman, who is a resident of nearby University Park, a State Commissioner for the 

Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs, and Chair of the Maryland Indian Tourism Association, said the 

physical land acknowledgement will honor and respect Nacotchtank ancestors and living members of the 

tribe who are connected to this land, and create a lasting memory for park visitors to carry with them. If 

Council decides to pursue a verbal and written land acknowledgement as described above, Elder Newman 

recommends that the unveiling ceremony include an honor song and smudging.  

 

Names 

 

The Joint Committee provides the following recommended names and a rationale for each name to the 

City Council for consideration as the new name for Magruder Park. In addition, the Joint Committee 
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recommends that the City refer to the park in English and Spanish at a minimum, and perhaps also in 

other languages that are spoken by residents of Hyattsville. 

 

Primary Names 

 

● David C. Driskell Community Park – Two hundred thirty-five submissions, more than one quarter 

of the 831 responses, requested that the park be renamed in honor of David C. Driskell, a long 

time resident of Hyattsville. Mr. Driskell was a noted artist, scholar, curator, collector, art 

historian, educator, and advocate for inclusion of African American art into the national culture. 

He served on the faculty of several Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU’s) but is most 

widely recognized for his time from 1977 to 1998 at the University of Maryland College Park where 

the Center for the Study of the Visual Arts and Culture of African Americans and the African 

Diaspora is named in his honor. Mr. Driskell died of COVID-19 during the spring of 2020. 

● Nacotchtank Community Park –  We received a proposal for the name "Anaquash Park." The 

Nacotchtank word "anaquash" refers to the village trading center that existed along the Anacostia 

River. People came from as far away as the Gulf, Mississippi and Great Lakes Regions to trade 

goods along the Anacostia.  It has been estimated that Native Americans inhabited the land along 

the river for more than 10,000 years. Elder Rico Newman said that if the Council chooses to 

memorialize the Native people who lived, raised families, prospered, and died on this land, then 

he suggests the name Nacotchtank Park rather than Anaquash Park. The word Nacotchtank might 

be a bit of a tongue twister at first, but Elder Newman recommended that we honor the Native 

people with a less anglicized version of the name. Nacotchtank refers to the place on the river 

where it takes a turn, i.e., where the Potomac River bends and meets the Anacostia River. The 

Nacotchtank area stretches from the Wilson Bridge northward past Bladensburg to Indian Creek. 

● Unity Community Park - Twenty- six respondents requested the park be named Unity Park or a 

similar variant. Unity is defined as the state of being united or joined as a whole. It was recognized 

that the park serves as a place in the community where all residents can come together regardless 

of race, ethnicity, gender or socio-economic status and be joined together as a diverse, yet united 

community. This name denotes a place where all are welcome and can interact in a harmonious 

manner.  

● Gateway Community Park - The City of Hyattsville sits on the northern edge of the Gateway Arts 

District and the City is an integral part of that community, acting as a gateway to the rest of the 

Arts District. Likewise, the park serves as a gateway to the many programs, activities and endless 

possibilities that await the community as they enter the park. These range from attendance at 

programs for youth and adults conducted in the Recreation Center; use of the athletic facilities, 

the playgrounds, and the walking and biking trails; or enjoyment of a moment of solitude in the 

woods. The park is often used as a gateway to activities outside the everyday routines of City 

residents. 

● Inspiration Park - Twenty-six respondents requested the park be named Inspiration Park. 

Residents are inspired by many things that can be seen and experienced within the boundaries of 

the park such as taking time to experience nature on one of the trails that wind through the 

wooded areas; seeing children and families joyfully playing on the playgrounds or on the athletics 
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fields; or engaging in the various programs which take place in the park’s recreation center. 

Visitors to the park are inspired to see the possibilities that exist in the world around them and to 

become an active participant in all of the opportunities that are provided. 

 

Secondary Name 

The Joint Committee recommends "Community Park" as a secondary name to indicate that everyone is 

welcome. Nineteen respondents indicated that the park should be named Hyattsville Community Park or 

a similar variant. To counteract the racially restrictive covenant, it is important to indicate clearly that the 

park is a place where people of all backgrounds and identities come together. If selected, Inspiration Park 

is the only proposed name for which the Joint Committee does not recommend adding the secondary 

name.  

 

Gratitude 

The members of the Race and Equity Task Force and the Health, Wellness and Recreation Advisory 

Committee are thankful for the opportunity to participate in this anti-racist community building process, 

and look forward to Council's decision to adopt a new name for the park. 
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-250-FY21 3/15/2021 8.a)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
DPW New Construction - Outfitting of New Vehicle Maintenance Bays

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to purchase equipment for the outfitting of the new
DPW facility vehicle maintenance bays from Liftnow for an amount not to exceed $160,000.00. Liftnow was selected
because they are a member of the Sourcewell Cooperative Purchasing agreement and can provide both turnkey sales &
installation, as well as ongoing maintenance.

Summary Background:
In the spring of 2016 the City Council authorized the construction and outfitting of the new Public Works facility.
Construction began in the fall of 2019 and will be completed in the spring of 2021. The last work to be do before the
building can be put into full operations is the installation of the lifts and other vehicle maintenance equipment.

Next Steps:
Complete the order and schedule installation.

Fiscal Impact:
NTE $160,000.00

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 4 - Foster Excellence in all City Operations

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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Date: 2/15/2021

Valid Until 3/31/2021

Quote #: Hyattsville

Sales Rep Liftnow Team

Hyattsville MD 20781

Attn: Hal Metzler

Qty List Price Sourcewell Price

2 $6,480.00 $5,832.00

3 $3,840.00 $3,456.00

3 $2,280.00 $2,052.00

1 $2,216.00 $1,994.40

2 $534.00 $480.60

1 $107.00 $96.30

1 $300.00 $270.00

1 $4,662.90 $4,196.61

1 $16,500.00 $14,850.00

($91.89)

Subtotal $36,919.90

Discount $3,783.88

Freight $1,304.16

Total $34,440.18

Signature

Print

Date

Above information is not an invoice and only an estimate of services/goods described above.

Crushproof 3" Y-ASSY W/F300 Adapter (DUALS)

(2)4' X 3" FLT300 Crushproof Hose

(1) RY30 Rubber Y-Connector For 3" Hose

(2) F300 3" Tailpipe Adapter With Hook & Chain

Additional Discount (0.5% at $10,000+ on Material)

Please confirm your acceptance of this quote by signing this document.

Special Notes and Instructions

PLEASE ADD SALES TAX. ELECTRICAL HOOK-UP, AIR HOOK-UP, REMOVAL OF EXISTING 

EQUIPMENT AND ANY CONCRETE WORK, IF NECESSARY, IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

CUSTOMER. (UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ABOVE).  CUSTOMER IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE PRESENCE OF ANY AND ALL SUB-SURFACE FEATURES OR CONDITIONS INCLUDING 

BUT NOT  LIMITED TO ROCK, LEDGE, GROUND WATER, CONCRETE OF GREATER THAN 6” 

THICKNESS, AIR, UTILITY OR RADIANT HEATING LINES WHICH MAY REQUIRE RELOCATION OR 

REPAIR. REMOVAL OR DISPOSAL OF ANY CONTAMINATED SOIL, IF PRESENT, IS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY. ANY PERMITS, FILINGS OR FEES ARE 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CUSTOMER. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING A 

FORKLIFT TO UNLOAD AND RECEIVE THE SHIPMENT.

4" Soft Rubber High Temperature Tailpipe Adapter With Spring Clamp For 4" Hose

Nordfab Quick-Fit Laser Welded Clamp-Together Duct System QF Duct System For Fume-A-

Vent

Sourcewell Service Program - Turnkey Install of Exhaust System of Fans and Blowers. Includes full crew. **ELECTRICAL 

BY OTHERS** 

Description

6" x 30' 600 Degree Spring Hose Reel: Fume A Vent, Spring Operated Hose Reel with 6" x 30' Type 2 600 Degrees 

Fahrenheit Silicone/Nomex Hose on widened Hose Reel

Fume-A-Vent Direct Drive Blower, 1 HP, 1-PH, Direct Mount To Hose Reel

Fume-A-Vent Control Box Starter With Line Voltage Landing Terminals. Features A Mild-Steel NEMA 4 Enclosure With 3-

Way (HAND-OFF-AUTO) Switch And Reset Button. For Use With A 230V, 1HP, 1PH Fan And Compatible 230V, 1PH 

Source.

Fume-A-Vent Spring Operated Hose Reel With 4" X 30' Type 3 400 Degrees Fahrenheit

Polyester Impregnated Rubber Hose On Widened Hose Reel

Fume-A-Vent Tailpipe Adapter, Stainless Steel, Tapered Cone, Fits 6" HoseOptions:- Spring

Clamp Option For Type 4 Nozzle- Lifting Sleeve Option For Type 4 Nozzle

1-800-LIFTNOW

Customer:
City of Hyattsville

4633 Arundel Place

Deputy Director of Public Works and Project Manager

Proposal

www.liftnow.com

sales@liftnow.com - Fax: 914-734-7479
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Date: 2/15/2021

Valid Until 3/31/2021

Quote #: Hyattsville

Sales Rep Liftnow Team

Hyattsville MD 20781

Attn: Hal Metzler

Qty List Price Sourcewell Price

1 $10,928.63 $7,267.54

1 $19,680.85 $13,087.77

4 $253.36 $168.48

2 $5,898.00 $5,898.00

2 $3,678.24 $1,798.66

1 $2,039.57 $1,121.76

1 $20,079.30 $13,051.55

1 $1,293.27 $840.63

1 $12,598.18 $8,188.82

1 $12,494.00 $9,370.50

1 $1,477.14 $1,193.01

1 $757.14 $665.66

1 $11,999.98 $5,867.99

1 ($368.26)

1 ($5,911.55)

Subtotal $103,177.66

Discount $40,937.11

Freight (Only JET) $180.00

Total $62,420.55

Signature

Print

Date

JET 354170 JDP-20MF, 20" Floor Drill Press 115/230V 1Ph

Above information is not an invoice and only an estimate of services/goods described above.

Coats Made in the USA 80X Premium Tire Changer with 2HP Motor (vs. 1HP most other models). Service 19.5 

assemblies. Air Power Quoted.. Available in 115V 3 Year Warranty (vs. 1 Year on Cheaper Models) Incentive of 

$3,700.00 included below.

Mattei BLADE 7 HX-TM SE 120 Made in Italy 10 HP Compressor mounted on 120 Gallon Tank; 150 PSIG at 33.4 CFM. 

Includes: moisture separator with zero-loss drain, 1.0 micron prefilter, refrigerated air dryer sized for summer heat, all 

mounted and piped onto an 80 or 120 gallon horizontal ASME air tank. 

Please confirm your acceptance of this quote by signing this document.

JET 414458 HVBS-56M, 5" x 6" Horizontal/Vertical Bandsaw

Mahle ACX2280 - High Performance R1234yf Air Conditioning Service System

Quantity Discounts (Per Sourcewell Contract). Extra 1% on Coats 2+ Pieces; Extra 2.5% 2+ Lift Installations

Additional Discounts (Per Liftnow, Ending 3/31/2021)

Special Notes and Instructions

PLEASE ADD SALES TAX. ELECTRICAL HOOK-UP, AIR HOOK-UP, REMOVAL OF EXISTING 

EQUIPMENT AND ANY CONCRETE WORK, IF NECESSARY, IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

CUSTOMER. (UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ABOVE).  CUSTOMER IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE PRESENCE OF ANY AND ALL SUB-SURFACE FEATURES OR CONDITIONS INCLUDING 

BUT NOT  LIMITED TO ROCK, LEDGE, GROUND WATER, CONCRETE OF GREATER THAN 6” 

THICKNESS, AIR, UTILITY OR RADIANT HEATING LINES WHICH MAY REQUIRE RELOCATION OR 

REPAIR. REMOVAL OR DISPOSAL OF ANY CONTAMINATED SOIL, IF PRESENT, IS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY. ANY PERMITS, FILINGS OR FEES ARE 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CUSTOMER. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING A 

FORKLIFT TO UNLOAD AND RECEIVE THE SHIPMENT.

American Forge & Foundry 20 Ton Super Duty Shop Press ** Higher Capacity Available for Additional Cost ** 

**WELDED CONSTRUCTION** Incentive of $31.55 included below.

Coats Wheel Lift Made in the USA for 80X Tire Changer - Helps with Heavier Wheel Assemblies, Minimize Damage and 

Maximizing Technician Comfort/Safety. Incentive of $30.00 included below.

Coats Made in the USA 1500 Wheel Balancer including Laser Placement, Automatic Data Entry and Stop/Lock/Index. 

Available in 220V 1Ph or 3Ph. Incentive of $900.00 included below.

Description

Challenger Made in the USA CL12-2 Symmetric 2-post lift, 3-stage front and rear arms, mechanical lock release (188 in. 

height) **RED IN COLOR**

Challenger Made in the USA 15002-3S Symmetric cargo vehicle 2-post lift, 3-stage front and 3-stage rear arms & 2 ft. 

extensions (198 in. height). Only 15K+ Capacity Lift with THREE STAGE ARMS. **RED IN COLOR**

Challenger B2260 Round rubber style double screw foot pad assembly - price per piece

Sourcewell Service Program: Two Post - Heavy Capacity (>=12,000-lb.) Incentive of $1,200.00 included below.

Mahle Brand (Gray - Made in the USA)CSS-12T - 12 ton Commercial Vehicle Support Stand  (Pair)- Tall, 30-52" Rise

1-800-LIFTNOW

Customer:
City of Hyattsville

4633 Arundel Place

Deputy Director of Public Works and Project Manager

Proposal

www.liftnow.com

sales@liftnow.com - Fax: 914-734-7479
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Date: 3/5/2021

Valid Until 4/4/2021

Quote #: HyattsvilleLubeParts

Sales Rep Paul

Sourcewell Member ID: 33637

Hyattsville MD 20781

Attn: Hal Metzler

Qty List Price Sourcewell Price

4 $7,449.96 $4,470.00

4 $441.96 $247.48

4 $1,030.16 $576.88

4 $292.60 $1,053.36

4 $597.72 $2,151.79

4 $695.12 $417.08

4 $365.96 $219.56

4 $166.20 $99.72

4 $2,396.20 $1,437.72

2 $1,307.02 $784.22

4 $1,997.40 $1,198.44

4 $1,060.88 $636.52

6 $249.30 $149.58

4 $1,861.44 $1,116.88

Subtotal $19,911.92

Discount $5,352.69

Freight INCLUDED

Total $14,559.23

Signature

Print

Date

1-800-LIFTNOW

Estimate

www.liftnow.com

sales@liftnow.com - Fax: 914-734-7479

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Filter/Regulator Gauge

Customer:
City of Hyattsville

4633 Arundel Place

Deputy Director of Public Works

Description

Lincoln SKF // Alemite 5:1 Ram Stub Pump

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Air Hose

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Fluid Connecting Hose

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Suction Kit (Down Tube) PVC - 21.75"

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Wall Mount Bracket

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Pressure Relief Valve - 1000 PSI

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Shut off Valves (1/2") - 600 PSI (Pumps)

Lincoln SKF // Alemite 1/2" x 50' Air Reels (Medium Pressure - Oil Reels)

Lincoln SKF // Alemite 1/2" x 50' Air Reels (Low Pressure)

Lincoln SKF // Alemite 3/8" x 50' Air Reels (Low Pressure) 

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Shut off Valves - 2000 PSI (Oil Reels)

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Shut off Valves (1/2") - 600 PSI (Air Reels)

Lincoln SKF // Alemite Electronic Meter - Flex Extension

Special Notes and Instructions

PLEASE ADD SALES TAX. ELECTRICAL HOOK-UP, AIR HOOK-UP, REMOVAL OF EXISTING 

EQUIPMENT AND ANY CONCRETE WORK, IF NECESSARY, IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

CUSTOMER. (UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ABOVE).  CUSTOMER IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE PRESENCE OF ANY AND ALL SUB-SURFACE FEATURES OR CONDITIONS INCLUDING BUT 

NOT  LIMITED TO ROCK, LEDGE, GROUND WATER, CONCRETE OF GREATER THAN 6” 

THICKNESS, AIR, UTILITY OR RADIANT HEATING LINES WHICH MAY REQUIRE RELOCATION OR 

REPAIR. REMOVAL OR DISPOSAL OF ANY CONTAMINATED SOIL, IF PRESENT, IS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY. ANY PERMITS, FILINGS OR FEES ARE THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CUSTOMER. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING A FORKLIFT 

TO UNLOAD AND RECEIVE THE SHIPMENT. PRICES ARE GOOD FOR 30 DAYS. ADD 4% IF USING 

CREDIT CARD. MUST SIGN CHARGEBACK AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZATION.

Above information is not an invoice and only an estimate of services/goods described above.

Please confirm your acceptance of this quote by signing this document.
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Date: 3/5/2021

Valid Until 4/4/2021

Quote #: HyattsvileAirandLube

Sales Rep Paul

Sourcewell Member ID: 33637

Hyattsville MD 20781

Attn: Hal Metzler

Qty List Price Sourcewell Price

1 $17,940.00 $14,940.00

1 $38,880.00 $29,880.00

Subtotal $56,820.00

Discount $12,000.00

Freight INCLUDED

Total $44,820.00

Signature

Print

Date

1-800-LIFTNOW

Estimate

www.liftnow.com

sales@liftnow.com - Fax: 914-734-7479

Customer:

City of Hyattsville

4633 Arundel Place

Deputy Director of Public Works

Description

Air system-

Install air compressor, air tank and air dryer with bypass

Install 2 - 1/2" air reels in center of shop, 4 - 3/8" 2 in front and rear

of shop with shut off valves.

Install 360' 1" L copper loop around shop.

Install 280' 1/2" L copper air drop in shop, 6 air drops between shop

door, 3 air drops on back wall of shop, 1 air drop to tire changer, 2

air drops on 2 heavy duty lifts with 3 air regulators, 2 air drops on 2

twin post lifts with air regulator

Air drops on heavy duty lifts will be installed on stands that needs

to be fabricated out of strut.

Install 1/2" air line to tank room, 4 drops all pumps will have shut

off valves.

Lubrication System

Install 220' 5/8" seamless tubing (049 wall)

Install 4 oil reels and meter, 2 banks of 2 reels

Install 4 oil pumps on wall in tank room with 55 gal drum. Drop

tubes & strut need to be installed from floor to ceiling, (Drywall)

All copper piping and fitting, seamless tubing and fitting, hose, ball

valves, & air coupler will be supplied. Hotel/travel costs, high reach lift and forklift rentals included in cost. 

Special Notes and Instructions

PLEASE ADD SALES TAX. ELECTRICAL HOOK-UP, AIR HOOK-UP, REMOVAL OF EXISTING 

EQUIPMENT AND ANY CONCRETE WORK, IF NECESSARY, IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

CUSTOMER. (UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED ABOVE).  CUSTOMER IS ALSO RESPONSIBLE 

FOR THE PRESENCE OF ANY AND ALL SUB-SURFACE FEATURES OR CONDITIONS INCLUDING 

BUT NOT  LIMITED TO ROCK, LEDGE, GROUND WATER, CONCRETE OF GREATER THAN 6” 

THICKNESS, AIR, UTILITY OR RADIANT HEATING LINES WHICH MAY REQUIRE RELOCATION 

OR REPAIR. REMOVAL OR DISPOSAL OF ANY CONTAMINATED SOIL, IF PRESENT, IS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF THE OWNER OF THE PROPERTY. ANY PERMITS, FILINGS OR FEES ARE 

THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CUSTOMER. CUSTOMER IS RESPONSIBLE FOR HAVING A 

FORKLIFT TO UNLOAD AND RECEIVE THE SHIPMENT. PRICES ARE GOOD FOR 30 DAYS. ADD 

4% IF USING CREDIT CARD. MUST SIGN CHARGEBACK AGREEMENT AND AUTHORIZATION.

Above information is not an invoice and only an estimate of services/goods described above.

Please confirm your acceptance of this quote by signing this document.
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-251-FY21 3/15/2021 8.b)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Nicholson Street Tree Planting Pilot Project

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council Authorize an expenditure not to exceed $70,000 to Stormwater Management, LLC
(SMC) for the installation of Silva Cells and Street trees on the 3100 block of Nicholson Street under their existing
contract.

Summary Background:
Over the past several years City staff have met with parents and residents to discuss pedestrian safety and other issues
related to the drop off and pickup of students in front of Felegy Elementary School in the 3100 Block of Nicholson Street.
After years of planning and trying several potential solutions, the City modified the intersection of Nicholson Street and
Maryhurst Drive to provide a safer pedestrian crossing and safer vehicular access. This tree planting is the final portion
of the work to complete the tree canopy restoration in the area now that the street modifications are complete.

Next Steps:
Issue purchase order and install trees.

Fiscal Impact:
NTE $70,000

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
Numerous public meetings have been held over the past 4+ years to discuss this area in front of Felegy Elementary
School regarding the safe crossing of the street as well as drainage and landscaping issues.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 3 - Promote a Safe and Vibrant Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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WORK AUTHORIZATION 
 
Date: February 23, 2021 
 
To: City of Hyattsville 

Lesley Riddle lriddle@hyattsville.org 
Dawn Taft: dtaft@hyattsville.org 
Tara George: tgeorge@hyattsville.org 
Hal W. Metzler, Jr.: hmetzler@hyattsville.org 

 
Project: ES-21-054 

Nicholson Street Improvements - Phase I, II and III Construction 
 
In accordance with your request, Stormwater Maintenance, LLC (dba SMC) is pleased to submit this work                
authorization proposal for the requested repairs on the above referenced facility. This proposal is based               
on Nicholson Street Bioretention Rehabilitation dated 1/19/2021, Nicholson Street Water Quality Street            
Trees dated 2/2/2021, and 31st Place Concrete Restoration dated 2/2/2021, developed by SMC and              
Bradley Site Design, Inc. and approved by you. 
 
Scope of Services: 
SMC proposes to perform work as specifically described in the following scope of work, in accordance                
with the above referenced plans. 
 
Phase 1 - Bioretention Rehabilitation: 

1. Mobilize, one time, a repair crew and all necessary equipment to the site. 
2. Install E&S Controls per the approved plans. 
3. Remove accumulated sediment and replace mulch in the facility. 
4. Furnish and install landscape plantings.  
5. Seed and stabilize disturbed areas upon completion. 
6. Provide proper photographic documentation confirming completion of work. 

 
Phase 2 - Water Quality Street Trees: 

1. Mobilize, one time, a repair crew and all necessary equipment to the site. 
2. Install E&S Controls per the approved plans. 
3. Furnish and install up to nine (9) silva cell trees per the above referenced plans.  
4. Seed and stabilize disturbed areas upon completion. 
5. Provide proper photographic documentation confirming completion of work. 

 
Phase 3 - Concrete Restoration: 

1. Mobilize, one time, a repair crew and all necessary equipment to the site. 
2. Install E&S Controls per the approved plans. 
3. Remove and dispose of approximately 650 square feet of existing concrete and subbase. 
4. Furnish and install approximately 650 square feet of porous concrete per plan detail. 
5. Furnish and install the plantings. 
6. Seed and stabilize disturbed areas upon completion. 
7. Provide proper photographic documentation confirming completion of work. 

Alternate #1 - Concrete Restoration: 

 
 

We protect and restore watersheds. 
www.MdSWM.com 

 
Nicholson Street Improvements - Phase I, II and III Construction 
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1. Remove and dispose of approximately 1,400 square feet of additional existing concrete and             
subbase. 

2. Furnish and install 6 inches of #57 stone. 
 
Alternate #2 - Concrete Restoration: 

1. Remove and dispose of up to 1,400 square feet of additional existing concrete and subbase. 
2. Furnish and install approximately 1,400 square feet of porous concrete per plan detail. 

 
Work proposed herein is limited to what is described in the above Scope of Services. This proposal does                  
not include permitting, as-built survey, or any type of landscape certification. Additionally, this proposal              
assumes no flagging operation is necessary during construction. Watering of installed plants after             
installation is not included in this proposal. Any work requested to be performed, is subsequently               
requested by the Client, or otherwise not described above may result in additional costs. You will be                 
advised of any additional costs prior to commencing additional work. 
 
Terms: Per existing contract dated January 7, 2020 
 
Cost: Phase 1 - Bioretention: $40,857.00 Lump Sum 

Phase 2 - Street Trees: $69,117.00 Lump Sum 
Phase 3 - Concrete Restoration: $47,363.00 Lump Sum 

Alternate #1: $11,900.00 Lump Sum 
Alternate #2: $57,974.00 Lump Sum 

 
Submitted by: 
 
 
 
 
Eric Ettenhofer 
Project Manager 
 
 
Client Acceptance: 
 
Your authorization for SMC to proceed with the work via written, verbal, email, fax, purchase order, or 
other preferred contract format acknowledges your acceptance of this Authorization and the terms and 
conditions of our existing contract. 
 
 
Agreed and Accepted this ____________day of ______________, 2020. 
 
 
By____________________________________________ 
 
 
Printed Name:  __________________________________ 
 
 
Title: __________________________________________ 
 
By signing above, you acknowledge that you are authorized to enter into contractual agreements for the 
entity that is responsible for the work proposed herein. 

 
 

We protect and restore watersheds. 
www.MdSWM.com 
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-252-FY21 3/15/2021 8.c)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Award of Building Cleaning Contract

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into an agreement with Sentral Services for
cleaning of City buildings and authorize an expenditure not to exceed $100,000 per year for the life of contract, pending
review of the City Attorney.

Summary Background:
In January 2021 City staff solicited a request for proposal (RFP) for building cleaning maintenance. The City received six
(6) proposals in response to the RFP. After reviewing the proposals, it was determined that Sentral Services was both
responsive and responsible, and provided the best value for the City.

Next Steps:
Complete the contract with Sentral Services.

Fiscal Impact:
NTE $100,000 per year

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
Pending

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/12/2021Page 1 of 1
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-253-FY21 3/15/2021 8.d)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Award of Landscape Maintenance Contract

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into a contract with Professional Lawn
Maintenance Service (PLMS) to provide landscape maintenance in response to a request for proposal, and authorize an
expenditure not to exceed $72,000 for the first year of the contract pending review of the City Attorney.

Summary Background:
In February 2021 City staff solicited a request for proposal (RFP) for Landscaping Maintenance. The City received three
(3) proposals in response that were responsible and responsive. After reviewing the proposals, it was determined that
PLMS would provide the best value and service to the City.

Next Steps:
Complete the contract and issue a purchase order to begin work.

Fiscal Impact:
NTE $72,000.00

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
Pending

City of Hyattsville Printed on 3/12/2021Page 1 of 1
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-254-FY21 3/15/2021 8.e)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Award of Alley Maintenance Contract

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to enter into an agreement with Professional Lawn
Maintenance Service (PLMS) for alley maintenance in response to Request for Proposal (RFP) DPW 20-003, for an
expenditure not to exceed $30,000.00 pending review of the City Attorney.

Summary Background:
In February 2021 City staff solicited an RFP for alley maintenance. The City received one (1) proposal in response, and it
was found to be both responsive and responsible. City staff proposes to award the contract to PMLS for a term of one (1)
year with three (3) one (1) year options.

Next Steps:
Complete the contract with the City Attorney and issue purchase order.

Fiscal Impact:
NTE $30,000

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
Pending
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-255-FY21 3/15/2021 8.f)

Submitted by: Hal Metzler
Submitting Department: Public Works
Agenda Section: Action

Item Title:
Extension of current contract with Johnson, Mirmiran, and Thompson (JMT)

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator to execute an extension of two (2) years to the
current contract with JMT. There are no other changes to the contract at this time.

Summary Background:
In April of 2016, the City entered into a contract with JMT to provide engineering, architectural, surveying, and
inspection services to the City. This contract was primarily to provide planning, engineering, and architectural design for
the adaptive reuse of 3505 Hamilton Street to become the new Police and Public Safety Building. The 3505 project is
scheduled to be solicited in spring of 2021 with construction to begin by Summer of 2021. Construction is estimated to
take 14 months, and JMT will be providing assistance with construction management and construction administration.

Next Steps:
Complete the extension of the contract and solicit the Request for Proposals (RFP) for 3505 Hamilton Street

Fiscal Impact:
No impact

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
Complete
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-258-FY21 3/15/2021 8.g)

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Consent

Item Title:
Magruder Park Renaming - Schedule Public Hearing

Suggested Action:
I move the Mayor and Council schedule a Public Hearing on the Magruder Park renaming suggestions for April 6, 2021 at
6 PM.

Summary Background:
The City Council passed a motion on March 18th, 2019 that:

a) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of, and legal requirements for, changing the name of
Magruder Park.

b) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of and legal requirements for, updating the deed to
exclude the offensive language as defined in the motion summary background details and effectively remove
any restrictions on use of the public amenity that would be considered discriminatory as defined by the
Hyattsville Human Rights Act.

c) Directed the City Administrator to assist the City Council by preparing recommendations, based on the tools
available to the City of Hyattsville, to encourage a public engagement process.

The City Attorney worked with outside counsel to prepare and record in the land records a deed, and other required
documentation, that removes the discriminatory language contained in the original Park conveyance.

With the completion of parts a) and b), the staff proceeded to engage the community in the process to select a name for
the park that is welcoming, inclusive, and unifying. In Fall of 2020, City staff launched a campaign designed to collect
suggestions for the renaming of Magruder Park. Over 800 submissions were received. The Race and Equity Task Force
and Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee met jointly to sort through the collection of submissions,
discuss the options, and prepare a list of recommendations for Council discussion. Stacie Whitesides from the Race and
Equity Task Force and Peter Reiniger from the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee will present the
joint recommendations during the Council Meeting of March 15.

There will be time allotted on the discussion agenda for initial Council feedback.

Next Steps:
The City Council is scheduled to discuss the name recommendations on March 15 and April 5 (after the Public Hearing).
A Public Hearing is scheduled for April 5, 2021, with action on the recommendation tentatively scheduled for April 19,
2021.

Fiscal Impact:
TBD
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City Administrator Comments:
For presentation

Community Engagement:
A Public Hearing will be scheduled for April 5, 2021.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 5 - Strengthen the City’s Identity as a Diverse, Creative, and Welcoming Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-249-FY21 3/15/2021 9.a)

Submitted by: Lesley Riddle
Submitting Department: DPW
Agenda Section: Action

Item Title:
Traffic Calming Decision - Oliver Street

Suggested Action:
I move that the Mayor and Council authorize the City Administrator and DPW staff to conduct the following tasks:
implement temporary traffic calming measures, conduct additional data collection, and further evaluate infrastructure
to achieve traffic calming/mitigation on Oliver Street.

Summary Background:
In November, the City received a petition requesting the installation of traffic calming devices on the 3900 block of Oliver
Street.  The DPW and HPD conducted a preliminary traffic study which included a review of 12 months of police citations
and an analysis of traffic counter data which were placed on 3 separate occasions.  The data analysis, which is one
important part of the evaluation, did not support the need for traffic calming devices on the 3900 block of Oliver St.
Another important component part of the evaluation is extenuating circumstances and resident input and feedback.
The City held a public hearing on March 1st, 2021 to receive input from residents.  Residents provided additional
information which included but was not limited to, the volume of children on the street, the recurring failure of cars to
stop at stop signs, and near misses observed.
While the data collected did not indicate a need for traffic calming in this area, we are aware that the change in traffic
flow, reduced volume during the ongoing pandemic, weather, temperature, and road conditions may have impacted the
outcomes.   Based on that, and the concerns raised by residents, the staff recommends the following actions:

· Implement temporary or short-term changes to include, but not be limited to high-vis signage, in-road
temporary speed bumps, evaluate infrastructure for temporary curb bump-outs, and other temporary methods
of in-road speed mitigation.

· Place additional traffic counters on Oliver Street from Queens Chapel Road to 42nd Avenue.  As we move
towards the other side of the pandemic and the weather warms, we may be able to detect more of a pattern.

· Conduct a visual inspection and evaluation of temporary measures, placement locations, and their effectiveness.
This includes evaluating roadway conditions to determine the feasibility of constructing in road traffic calming
traffic mitigation for longer term/permanent changes and implementation.

· Conduct on-site inspections at different times of the day and night to collect real-time data.

· Longer- term changes could occur after the inspection and could include permanent speed tables, speed humps,
intersection offset, one side parking, or curb bump-outs.

Staff will update the City Administrator as these recommendations are scheduled and completed.

Next Steps:
DPW staff will create a plan and timeline for short term longer-term actions.
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DPW will meet/coordinate with residents on progress and to obtain input
City Administrator will keep residents and Council updated

Fiscal Impact:
This will be determined with data and evaluation outcomes.

City Administrator Comments:
Recommend Approval

Community Engagement:
Community meetings will be scheduled as needed.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 3 - Promote a Safe and Vibrant Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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City of Hyattsville

Agenda Item Report

Hyattsville Municipal Bldg
4310 Gallatin Street, 3rd Flr

Hyattsville, MD 20781
(301) 985-5000

www.hyattsville.org

File #: HCC-257-FY21 3/15/2021 10.a)

Submitted by: Laura Reams
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Discussion

Item Title:
Magruder Park Renaming - Discussion

Suggested Action:
For Discussion

Summary Background:
The City Council passed a motion on March 18th, 2019 that:

a) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of, and legal requirements for, changing the name of
Magruder Park.

b) Authorized the City Attorney to investigate the feasibility of, and legal requirements for, updating the deed to
exclude the offensive language as defined in the motion summary background details and effectively remove
any restrictions on use of the public amenity that would be considered discriminatory as defined by the
Hyattsville Human Rights Act.

c) Directed the City Administrator to assist the City Council by preparing recommendations, based on the tools
available to the City of Hyattsville, to encourage a public engagement process.

The City Attorney worked with outside counsel to prepare and record in the land records a deed, and other required
documentation, that removes the discriminatory language contained in the original Park conveyance.

With the completion of parts a) and b), the staff proceeded to engage the community in the process to select a name for
the park that is welcoming, inclusive, and unifying. In Fall of 2020, City staff launched a campaign designed to collect
suggestions for the renaming of Magruder Park. Over 800 submissions were received. The Race and Equity Task Force
and Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee met jointly to sort through the collection of submissions,
discuss the options, and prepare a list of recommendations for Council discussion. Stacie Whitesides from the Race and
Equity Task Force and Peter Reiniger from the Health, Wellness, and Recreation Advisory Committee will present the
joint recommendations during the Council Meeting of March 15.

There will be time allotted on the discussion agenda for initial Council feedback.

Next Steps:
The City Council is scheduled to discuss the name recommendations on March 15 and April 5 (after the Public Hearing).
A Public Hearing is scheduled for April 5, 2021, with action on the recommendation tentatively scheduled for April 19,
2021.

Fiscal Impact:
TBD
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City Administrator Comments:
For Discussion

Community Engagement:
A Public Hearing will be scheduled for April 5, 2021.

Strategic Goals:
Goal 5 - Strengthen the City’s Identity as a Diverse, Creative, and Welcoming Community

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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Stacie Whitesides
Race and Equity Task Force

Pete Reiniger
Health, Wellness and Recreation Advisory Committee
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Suggested Park Names:

• David C. Driskell Community Park 
• Nacotchtank Community Park
• Unity Community Park
• Gateway Community Park 
• Inspiration Park
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Memo from the Joint Committee to the Hyattsville City Council 

 

In the summer of 2020, many people participated in a powerful movement for racial justice that swept 

across the United States of America, the State of Maryland, Prince George’s County and the City of 

Hyattsville. This movement highlighted community issues and concerns on many levels. On June 1, 2020, 

the Hyattsville City Council passed RESOLUTION 2020-05, A Resolution in Defense of Black Lives, in which 

they made a commitment to enact policies that unequivocally defend Black lives and to undo the impacts 

of systemic racism on Black residents of the City of Hyattsville. 

Prior to the passage of that resolution, Mapping Racism - a collaborative project led by the Hyattsville 

Community Development Corporation and supported by the City - uncovered that the deed that 

established William Pinckney Magruder Park (Magruder Park) contained racist and segregationist 

language, specifically a restrictive covenant that the park be used by “Caucasian inhabitants only.” On 

March 18, 2020, the City of Hyattsville unanimously passed a motion:  

“to investigate the feasibility of and legal requirements for changing the name of Magruder Park 

without reverting ownership of the land back to the Magruder Family and/or Estate,” and  

“to investigate the feasibility of and legal requirements for changing the name of Magruder Park 

without reverting ownership of the land back to the Magruder Family and/or Estate,” and   

to “devise an action plan to address the community implications associated with the property’s 

history and the City’s relationship with the donor (and/or his Estate).” The action plan shall include 

measures the Council deems appropriate, as well as the supporting process, timeline, and 

community outreach and engagement.” 

In 2020, Council directed City staff to file a quit claim to remove the racially restrictive covenant from the 

deed for Magruder Park. Council initially anticipated that the park could be renamed in early 2021. To 

meaningfully engage the public in renaming the park, the City issued a challenge, soliciting handwritten 

and electronic proposals. The community responded by submitting more than 800 suggestions. The City 

Council formed a Joint Committee of members of the Race and Equity Task Force and the Health, Wellness 

and Recreation Advisory Committee and assigned us to review and discuss the proposed names and 

submit a short vetted list to the Council, along with a clear justification for each recommendation.  

 

Considerations 

 

City staff instructed the members of the Joint Committee to take the following into consideration: 

● The new name should be welcoming, relatable, and inclusive, and resonate with the diverse 

cultural make-up of the City's population. 

● The proposed name should withstand the test of time and not become passé or controversial in 

the near future.  
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During its first meeting, members of the Joint Committee recognized that there were potential concerns 

associated with almost all types or categories of proposed names. For example, the Joint Committee 

pointed out that members of a diverse community may not share common interpretations of concepts. 

The cultural, historical and other lenses through which we view concepts create a wide range of personal 

interpretations. With this in mind, the Joint Committee carefully considered only a handful of widely 

relatable concepts as possible names for the park.  

 

The Joint Committee also recognized the potential risks of naming the park after a person, given that 

humans are fallible and that future discoveries may call a person's character, words and actions into 

question. This could place the City in a similar situation to the one we find ourselves in today. With this in 

mind, the Joint Committee is recommending only one proposal based on a person’s name. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Land Acknowledgement 

 

Before introducing name recommendations, the Joint Committee requests that, as part of the renaming 

process, the City plan for a Land Acknowledgement. We recommend both a verbal acknowledgement 

during the City's park renaming ceremony and a permanent written acknowledgement (e.g., You are on 

tribal land of the Nacotchtank people), etched into a feature such as a large quartz boulder prominently 

displayed in the park, similar to the grandfather rocks outside the National Museum of the American 

Indian in Washington, DC. The acknowledgment would state that, when European colonists arrived, 

Native people lived on the land that is now considered the park as well as on the surrounding land. The 

Nacotchtank tribe inhabited the area for up to 10,000 years before they were forced from their land and 

decimated by infectious disease.  

 

Piscataway Elder Rico Newman, who is a resident of nearby University Park, a State Commissioner for the 

Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs, and Chair of the Maryland Indian Tourism Association, said the 

physical land acknowledgement will honor and respect Nacotchtank ancestors and living members of the 

tribe who are connected to this land, and create a lasting memory for park visitors to carry with them. If 

Council decides to pursue a verbal and written land acknowledgement as described above, Elder Newman 

recommends that the unveiling ceremony include an honor song and smudging.  

 

Names 

 

The Joint Committee provides the following recommended names and a rationale for each name to the 

City Council for consideration as the new name for Magruder Park. In addition, the Joint Committee 
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recommends that the City refer to the park in English and Spanish at a minimum, and perhaps also in 

other languages that are spoken by residents of Hyattsville. 

 

Primary Names 

 

● David C. Driskell Community Park – Two hundred thirty-five submissions, more than one quarter 

of the 831 responses, requested that the park be renamed in honor of David C. Driskell, a long 

time resident of Hyattsville. Mr. Driskell was a noted artist, scholar, curator, collector, art 

historian, educator, and advocate for inclusion of African American art into the national culture. 

He served on the faculty of several Historically Black Colleges & Universities (HBCU’s) but is most 

widely recognized for his time from 1977 to 1998 at the University of Maryland College Park where 

the Center for the Study of the Visual Arts and Culture of African Americans and the African 

Diaspora is named in his honor. Mr. Driskell died of COVID-19 during the spring of 2020. 

● Nacotchtank Community Park –  We received a proposal for the name "Anaquash Park." The 

Nacotchtank word "anaquash" refers to the village trading center that existed along the Anacostia 

River. People came from as far away as the Gulf, Mississippi and Great Lakes Regions to trade 

goods along the Anacostia.  It has been estimated that Native Americans inhabited the land along 

the river for more than 10,000 years. Elder Rico Newman said that if the Council chooses to 

memorialize the Native people who lived, raised families, prospered, and died on this land, then 

he suggests the name Nacotchtank Park rather than Anaquash Park. The word Nacotchtank might 

be a bit of a tongue twister at first, but Elder Newman recommended that we honor the Native 

people with a less anglicized version of the name. Nacotchtank refers to the place on the river 

where it takes a turn, i.e., where the Potomac River bends and meets the Anacostia River. The 

Nacotchtank area stretches from the Wilson Bridge northward past Bladensburg to Indian Creek. 

● Unity Community Park - Twenty- six respondents requested the park be named Unity Park or a 

similar variant. Unity is defined as the state of being united or joined as a whole. It was recognized 

that the park serves as a place in the community where all residents can come together regardless 

of race, ethnicity, gender or socio-economic status and be joined together as a diverse, yet united 

community. This name denotes a place where all are welcome and can interact in a harmonious 

manner.  

● Gateway Community Park - The City of Hyattsville sits on the northern edge of the Gateway Arts 

District and the City is an integral part of that community, acting as a gateway to the rest of the 

Arts District. Likewise, the park serves as a gateway to the many programs, activities and endless 

possibilities that await the community as they enter the park. These range from attendance at 

programs for youth and adults conducted in the Recreation Center; use of the athletic facilities, 

the playgrounds, and the walking and biking trails; or enjoyment of a moment of solitude in the 

woods. The park is often used as a gateway to activities outside the everyday routines of City 

residents. 

● Inspiration Park - Twenty-six respondents requested the park be named Inspiration Park. 

Residents are inspired by many things that can be seen and experienced within the boundaries of 

the park such as taking time to experience nature on one of the trails that wind through the 

wooded areas; seeing children and families joyfully playing on the playgrounds or on the athletics 
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fields; or engaging in the various programs which take place in the park’s recreation center. 

Visitors to the park are inspired to see the possibilities that exist in the world around them and to 

become an active participant in all of the opportunities that are provided. 

 

Secondary Name 

The Joint Committee recommends "Community Park" as a secondary name to indicate that everyone is 

welcome. Nineteen respondents indicated that the park should be named Hyattsville Community Park or 

a similar variant. To counteract the racially restrictive covenant, it is important to indicate clearly that the 

park is a place where people of all backgrounds and identities come together. If selected, Inspiration Park 

is the only proposed name for which the Joint Committee does not recommend adding the secondary 

name.  

 

Gratitude 

The members of the Race and Equity Task Force and the Health, Wellness and Recreation Advisory 

Committee are thankful for the opportunity to participate in this anti-racist community building process, 

and look forward to Council's decision to adopt a new name for the park. 
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File #: HCC-261-FY21 3/15/2021 12.a)

Submitted by: Sean Corcoran
Submitting Department: City Clerk
Agenda Section: Community Notices and Meetings

Item Title:
Main City Calendar March 16 - March 24, 2021

Suggested Action:
N/A

Summary Background:
N/A

Next Steps:
N/A

Fiscal Impact:
N/A

City Administrator Comments:
N/A

Community Engagement:
N/A

Strategic Goals:
Goal 1 - Ensure Transparent and Accessible Governance

Legal Review Required?
N/A
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Main City Calendar: March 16 – March 24, 2021 

 
City Calendar: March 16 – March 24, 2021 
 
City Council meetings will continue as scheduled and will be accessible to the public through web 
stream and cable. Public comment will be accepted electronically, and participants can join the virtual 
meeting after registration. For more information visit: hyattsville.org/meetings 
 
Creative Minds at Home 
Tuesday, March 16th and March 23rd, 11:00 AM (Virtual) 
 
Hyattsville Environment Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, March 16th, 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting) 
 
Education Facilities Task Force Meeting 
Thursday, March 18th, 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting) 
 
Education Advisory Committee Meeting 
Friday, March 19th, 6:30 PM (Virtual Meeting) 
 
Race and Equity Task Force Meeting 
Tuesday, March 23rd, 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting) 
 
Soil Fertility Workshop 
Wednesday, March 24th, 7:00 PM (Virtual Workshop) 
 
Jay Feldman of Beyond Pesticides will discuss how “greening” your lawn can contribute to 
stormwater pollution. This virtual workshop will help you understand how to manage soil fertility and 
beautify landscapes without toxic chemicals. 
 
City Council Meeting: FY22 Budget Introduction and Department Presentations 
Monday, March 24th, 7:00 PM (Virtual Meeting) 
 
All events scheduled for March 25, 2021 and beyond may still be subject to cancellation due to the 
COVID-19 emergency. For updated details on meetings and events, visit hyattsville.org  

 
The following weekly program offerings and City events are canceled through Wednesday, March 
24, 2021. 
 

• Ageless Grace Exercise Classes 
• Community Yoga 
• Senior Bus Trips 
• Police Ride-Alongs 
• Invasive Plant Removals 
• Call-a-Bus Transportation Services  

 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 2 
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Main City Calendar: March 16 – March 24, 2021 

 
The following services will be suspended or limited through Wednesday, March 24, 2021. 
 

• Notary and Fingerprint Services 
• Licensing and Permitting 

 
The following services and activities will continue as scheduled: 
 

• Police patrols and emergency response 
• Solid waste, recycling, and compost collections 
• Parking enforcement 
• Bulk trash pick-up will resume the first week in March and continue every other Wednesday 

thereafter. Residents must sign up in advance.  
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